A 


bs 
"1 
1 N 


7 FRIENDLY EPISTLE 


10 
0 


RATIONAL PRAYER, 


Recommended to them in order for their Con- 
verſion to the CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 


Humbly Dedicated 
To His GRACE the 
Archbiſhop of CANTERBURY. 


1 


1 By EDWARD GOLDNEY, Sen-. G RENT. 


—ů— 
2 


— 


LQ NM Q-N:: 


Printed for the AUTHOR; 


And Sold by HIS SON, EpwARD Gol DN, Stationer, 
in St. Paul's Church-yard, the ſecond Door from Watling- 


ſtreet. M pcc Lx1. 


4 „* 3 


MMI 


hn Iv 


(I 


I — 


= 


mM 


7 8 
6 Ein, 


/ 


— — . — T I * 
„ end 
1 „ 448,1 "Wa . 
Au. 


v0 


DD ——— 


— — ͤ 


2 


— 
a nl 


WH 


7 


gs och we tons — 5 I. 


THE 


; A aret-nimop of Canterbury, 


Moſt Rev*. Father in GOD, 
ITA the Utmoſt Humility and 
IVV Revapential Regard in Chriſtian 
4 ove and Eſteem, I think it My Duty to 
* Dedicate My Epiſtle to the Jews, To Your 
4 , Lordſhip s Patronage: Your Lordſhip being 
ntl Pe Principal Eccleſiaſtical Defender of 
The Chriſtian Religion, as Eſtabliſhed in 
, vi this my native Country, by Our Excellent 
wel LING, LORDS, AND COMMONS, 
A which 


(i ] 

which Eſtabliſhment is Intirely Grounded 
and Built On the Pure Unadulterated, Only 
Written Infallible Word of Truth, as 
Contain'd in the Divine Oracles, which 
muſt manifeſtly appear to Every Rational 
Unprejudiced Mind, that Conſults The 
VI. And The XX. Articles of the Re- 
ligion of the Church of England. 

Your Lordſhip muſt always be Pleas'd, 
Yea greatly Delighted, to Have Numbers 
of Perſons Added to Our Proteſtant Eſtab- 
lIiſh'd Church, Particularly at this Time, 
when the Emiſſarys of Antichriſtian, Popiſh 
Infallibility, The Nomiſb Church, are fo 
Aſſiduouſly Endeavouring to Gain New 
Proſelytes to Her Erroneous Heretical 
Faith. Who have (by Former Experience) 
a little more than a Century ſince Rejoiced 
and Gloried at their Helliſh Perſecutions 
of the Proteſtant Religion in England and 
Ireland, and but a ftewYears ſince in Foreign 
Parts, Who would now alſo Triumph to have 
| Proteſtant 
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TS 
Proteſtant Liberty and Property in Church. 


and State, Suck d by Thoſe Two Voraczous 


Daughters of theHorſeLeach, (Pr. xxx. 1 5.). 
Perfiduous France, and Ungrateful Hungary 
who are not throughly pleas'd, To Enjoy 
Their Own RELIGIONand PROPERTY, 
Not Being Satisfied, or well Contented 
Unleſs They are Encroaching on Proteſtant 
Property, Perſecuting the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, Shedding of Proteſtant Blood, Who 
are the Broilers and. Diſturbers of the 
Peace and Happineſs of The Whole World, 
The Common Nuſances of Mankind. 

As Many Jews in Foreign Parts have 
lately been Proſelyted to the Heretica] 
Popiſh Religion, An Attempt to Prevent 
for the Future both Abroad and at Home, 


Such Proſelytiſm, which may be of ſuch 


Shocking Dreadful Conſequence to the 
Proteſtant Religion, muſt be pleaſing to 


all Proteſtants, particularly to Your Lord- 


ſhip, who is at the Head of the Proteſtant 
4 2 Caufe, 


[i] 
Cauſe, both in Church and State, Who 


have Real Vital Practical Religion ſo much 


at Heart, for the Furthering and Promoting 
of which is my Grid Motive, my Prin- 
ciple Defign, Aim and End, in Publiſhing 
my Epiſtle to The Deifts and Jews, as well 
as for Their Converſion, which Your 
Lordſhip will find I have hinted at in 
Each Epiſtle, (if Your Lordſhip will Con- 
deſcend to peruſe Them.) Almighty God 
Grant His Heavenly Dew on thele my 
well meant Endeavours, that they may 
anſwer their Deſirable Glorious Ends. 

In my Epiſtle to the Jews, my Principal 
Endeavour and Aim is, (in the Spirit of 
Meekneſs, ) to Perſwade Them, ſo as to 


prevail with Them, That in Good Earneſt, 


with Carefulneſs and Diligence, they would 
narrowly Inſpect into, and Scrutinize 
Their Hearts and Lives, Comparing Them 
with the Moral Obligations of Their Re- 


ligion, Examining whether they have 
Cir- 


EF] 

Circumcis'd the Fore-ſkin of their Hearts, 
whether in Sincerity and Truth, they are 
in abſolute Subjection to all the Moral Law, 
which they acknowledge is of Perpetual 
Obligation to Them. | 

My Suſpicion that the Jews are not in 
Reality ſuch Punctual Obſervers of The 
Moral Law, as the Ceremonial, is, that 
when Chriſt was on Earth, He Poſitively 
told Thoſe who would not believe on Him, 
They were Iniquitous, their Deeds were 
Evil, which was the Cauſe of their Incre- 
dulity. For that if any One did the Will 
of God, they ſhould know of His Doctrine, 
whether it was from Him or not, 7 
Vit. 17. But that They were only Outſide 
Religious, who took Care to appear 


Righteous to Man, but not to God, which 


is much to be feared, was not only the 
Caſe of the Generality of thoſe Jews in His 
Time, but at this Day, and alſo the La- 
mentable Condition of the Generality of 


the 


[vi] 
the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity. Almighty 
God grant the Cauſes of ſuch Apprehen- 
ſions daily to decreaſe. 

Your Lordſhip has a juſt Right for my 
High Eſteem and Veneration, becauſe 
when your Lordſhip was Biſhop of Briſtol, 
(the Place of my Nativity,) where I then 
Reſided, Your Lordſhip was a Means in 
the Hands of Providence of Reconciling 
Me both to the Faith and Worſhip of the 
Church of Ezg/and, by Your Lordſhip's 
Engageing, Nervous Wayof Reaſoning, in 
Your Preaching, and Orations, and though 
it is upwards of Twenty Two Years 
ſince, I well remember Part of an Elegant 
Judicious Oration which Your Lordſhips, 
madetoYourClergy, in S. Micholas' s Church, 
Briftol, which was that Your Lordſhip was 
Concern'd for the Unhappy Diviſions of 
the Church of England, Particularly thoſe 
New Ones (which was about the Time when 
Mr. 1/hitefeld and Mr. Weſiey planted in that 

City, 


D vii ! 


City, what is called Methodiſm) and that Vour 


Lordſhip Believed, that if All the Clergy 
in Each of their Pariſhes, diſcharg'd their 
Duty as Faithful Stewards, Shepherds, 
and Watchmen, there would not be the leaſt 


| Plea or Room for thoſe Diviſions : I then 


thought Your Lordſhip's Obſervation very 
Juſt, but now I know it, becauſe fince 


that Time, I have taken a Tour almoſt 


all over England, and have had a great 


deal of Converſation with Good, Bad, and 
Indifferent Clergymen, likewiſe with their 


Pariſhioners, from the Eſq; to the Day 
Labourer, on the Topick, relating to the 


Cauſes of the Diſſenſions from the Church 


of England, and I always found that in 
thoſe Pariſhes, where their Miniſter was 


Truly Humble, that in Reality loy'd 
Chriſt, ſo as to © feed His Lambs, and His 


« Sheep John xxi. 15. 16. 17. and was an 
« Exampleof theBelievers in Word, in Con- 
« yerſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in 


Purity, 


[ viii ] 


Purity that gave Attendance to Reading, to Exhorta- 


tion, to Doctrine, (as St. Paul Commanded his Son, 


Timothy to Practiſe, 1 Tim. iv. 12.13.) That F rom ſuch 


Faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, there were no Diſſentions, 
(unleſs it vas Reſolved Hardned poor Wretches, who very 


ſeldom, If Ever, went to any place of Diving Worſhip.) 
O That all Pariſhes were Bleſſed with ſuch Real Goſpel! 


Miniſters, then all Diviſions and Sub-diviſions from 


Our Excellent Eſtabliſhed Church would ſoon ceaſe. 


I conclude with the utmoſt Sincerity of Soul, moſt 


Humbly and Heartily recommending to Your Lordſhip 
a Sociableneſs with the Wealthy Jews in and about 
'this great Metropolis, that Your Lordſhip would 


Invite a few of Them at a Time to Dine with Vour 
Loxdſhip, acquainting Them that their Entertainment 


ſhould be Provided for Them in every Reſpect, after 


theix own Manner, following the Example of Judicious 
Good St. Paul, who became all things to all Men, to Gain 
the moxe, 1 Cor. ix. 19 to 24. By ſuch an Affable 
Engageing Deportment, and your Lordſhips Excellent 


Nervous Way of Reaſoning with Them, in Order for 


Their Embraceing the Proteſtant Religion, I verily 
Believe, (with Gods Bleſſing,) Your Loxdſhip would 


ſoon Convert Them to be Real Chriſtians, and thereby 


cauſe the poorer Sort of Tews to become Chriſtians alſo. 
I am with the Profoundeſt Reverence,= 
Your Lordſhips very Obedient Humble Servant, 
Always ready atYour Lordſhips Command, to Promote 
and Further the Glorious Cauſe of Chriſt. 


Edward Goldney, Se, 
Holy Thurſday, 


London, May 24, 1739. 
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GOLDNEY's EPISTLE 


To THE 


JE M S, 


Whereſoever SCATTER' D ABROAD 


Upon the Face of the whole EARTH; 
PARTICULARLY | 


To thoſe who are deſirous that ALMIGHTY GOD would 
open the Eyes (of their Underſtandings) that they might 


«© behold the wondrous Things out of his Law.“ Ps, cxix. 18. 


MEN anp BRETHRE N, 
CHILDREN of the Stock of ABRAHAM, 


7 Ho Write this epiſtle to you in the moſt 


affectionate manner poſſible, (not for 
& any earthly adyantage,) experience 
ing in myſclf a ſincere, earneſt, longing deſire to 
be an inſtrumentor means in the hands of providence 
in making you (who profeſs yourſelves to bg 
B Jews) 


2 


£ : ts] 


Jews) ſenſible of the rooted prejudices you have 


imbibed againſt the glorious truth, the moſt be- 
fign beneficial light, and influence of the ſun— 
thine of the goſpel of CHRIST, and of the ob- 
ſtinacy of heart and will, you have contracted 
thereby. In order that you may become 
proper objects of the favour and friendſhip” of 
Almighty God, that He may extricate the miſt of 
blindneſs and darkneſs from your benighted 
underttandings, that you may be happily convert- 
ed from Judailm to Chriſtianity, which bleſſed 
religion has learnt me to have an univerſal affecti- 
on, a hearty fincere active love for all my fellow 
mortals, to do them all real good poſſible, in or- 
der to promote their happineſs and felicity, both 
here and hereafter. | 

Therefore my grand and principal deſign in 
this epiitle, is in order to convince you that 
that MESSIA u, the Cur1sT of God, Jesvus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified without the gates 
of Jeruſalem upwards of ſeventeen hundred and: 
fifty eight years ſince, was the identical perſon 
whom Moſes and the Prophets propheſied and 


wrote 


. . . 5 2 
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34 
wrote of, whoparticularly fulfilled Daniel's predic- 
tions as recorded in the ix Chap. of Daniel at the 
24th verſe to the end, 

This Mxss1Aan the prince, the CuRISs of God, 
(when on earth) very honeſtly and plainly told 
YOUR incredulous FoREFATHERs that if THEY 
had in reality “ believed in Moss, they would 
have believed Him, becauſe Mosrs wrote of Him 
John v. 46.“ That is if they had ſincerely believ- 
ed the propheſies and types contained in his wri- 
tings, they would have been influenced by them, to 
have believed that He was the very CuR1sT, they 
having a manifeſt reference to Hi, and received 
a complete fulfilment in HI, 

Therefore, as I ſincerely believe, that the 
bleſſed Jrsus's declaration to your incredu- 
lous FOREFATHERS was juſt and true, (real 
matter of fact,) makes or cauſes me, more than 
to ſuſpect your belief in Mosxs alſo, and the 
Prophets, they having deſcribed every minute 
circumſtance relating to CuRIST, which was fo 
exactly fulfilled in IIIxI. 


B 2 The 


E 
The grand deſign, main ſcope, and great ten- 
dancy of the ceremonial law, was to point out 
and prefigure the Loxp Jesus ChRISsT, (THE 
LoRD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS) He being the ſum of 
the law, as alſo the ſubſtance of the goſpel. 

Therefore you would act as reaſonable and 
accountable creatures, very ſeriouſly to conſider 
and well weigh the principles of religion, your 
Parents or Guardians inculcated in your minds in 
your early years, and as it were obliged you 
thereby to believe, and whether the faid princi- 
ples of religion does not chiefly conſiſt in a pro- 
feſſion of ſome outward cuſtoms and ceremonies 
of the laws of God, under the Moſaick diſpen- 
ſation. 

Pray conſider what an extreme eaſy 
matter it is to root and graft errors into the minds 
of youths. And if they are not to think and 
judge for themſelves in affairs of religion, and ex- 
amine freely, what is, and may be ſaid, for and 
againſt it, before the ſeeds of prejudice have 
rooted themſelves in the hearts, and as it were 


interwoven into their frame and diſpoſition of 


mind 


E313 


mind, (almoſt inextricable) what very great dif- 


ficulty and pains does it therefore require to re- 
move them. 

Be pleaſed to permit me humbly to beſeech 
you, (ſo as to prevail with you) to unbolt and un- 
lock your minds from the prejudices you may 
poſſibly have received from education ; and ear- 
neſtly endeavour after a humble, meek, flexible 
diſpoſition, which in the fight of God and all 
good people muſt be highly commendable. 

Let me aſk you a very plain but ſerious queſ. 
tion, have you examined thoroughly the whole 


{cope and deſign of the old Jewiſh religion, have 


you entered deeply into the very ſpirit and quinteſ-. 


cence of it —If you will permit me to be very plain 
and free with you, in declaring my ſentiment relatin g 
to this important affair. I moſt ſolemnly declare to 


you, that I believe you have not, no not one 


even of all the Jewiſh profeſſion, from the High- 


Prieſts, to the pooreſt perſon among you. 
It being very evident and clear to me, that 
none of you all have a vital, real faith, either in 


Moſes, David, Solomon, Ifaiah, Jeremiah, Eze- 


B 3 kiel, 
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kiel, Daniel, and the other holy Prophets; other- 
wiſe you muſt neceſſarily have had faith in 
Cur1sT; as it is very caſy to be diſcovered from 
them, that Moſes was a very ſignificant and lively 
type of him; and that ſome one or other of the 
Prophets foretold of him in ſuch a very minute 
particular way and manner both as to the deſigns 
and intention of his coming; and what ends 
were to be anſwered by it; at what particular 
juncture of time he was to come; moſt circum- 
ſtantially deſcribing his birth, life, doctrine, 
death, reſurection and aſcention, &c. 

Permit me therefore, as a ſincere hearty 
friend, a well-wiſher and promoter of all value- 
able, uſeful knowledge to the human race, par- 
ticularly thoſe of you, who acknowledge the 
God of Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob to be your 
God.—To acquaint you with the reaſons or cauſes 
of my ſuſpicion of the general ignorance there 
ſeems to prevail amongit you; it not being 
grounded on fancy or imagination, becauſe I have 
had converſation with many of your ſect, relating 


to theſe grand important affairs; and have freely 


and 


a * 1 1 nner & 


Br 
and candidly told them my real ſentiments, with 
regard to the Jewiſh 1eligion you make ſuch an outs 
ſide profeſſion of, and by hearing and attending 
cloſely to what they had to ſay tor themſelves, I 1 
clearly diſcovered thereby, that ignorance, pre- 
judice, and obſlinacy, was the Parent of their 


Errors. 


— ——— ͤ ́ rw’t!— —ͤ—2 2 — — « - — 


After I have with the utmoſt humanity, 


the greateſt affection of ſoul, carneſtly requeſted | 


of them, to acquaint me with the reaſons they 
| had to believe that JesUs of Nazareth was nat 
the Mess1an whom Daniel particularly prophe— 
ſied of, relating to the time of his coming, and in 


what future time they had reaſon to expect the 


real Mss rA would come. 


_ ä OS I th > I 0 - 


I found moſt ſhocking ignorance to be very 
predominent over them, making moſt abo- | 
minable wretched excuſes for their ſtupidity, f 


declaring they had other things to trouble their 


heads with than religion; who told me if I want- 


ed to be informed in matters relating to the 
Jewiſh religion, (as believed and practiced by 
them at this day) they councelled me to wat on 

B 4 Mr. 


[8 1 
Mr. Aaron Hart, (who was then kving) an 
eminent and very aged High-Prieſt, who as they 
ſaid, his life and converſation was unblemiſh- 
ed. 

According to their advice, I made the ſaid High- 
Prieſt a viſit, and was introduced to him by means of 
my taking to him a recommenditary letter from 
ſome of you profeſiing Jews. —I immediately 
informed him of the reaſon of my waiting on 
him, which was, that I had frequently converſed 
with many perſons who called themſelves Jews, 
and that I had really diſcovered a great deal of 
ignorance in them relating to the eſſential doc- 
trines of their religion in particular that they 
diſcovered a great deal of ignorance relating to the 
Mess1an, whom Moſes and all the Prophets 
wrote of, giving me for anſwer, that they had other 
affairs of greater importance to concern them- 
ſelves with than Religion ; they therefore referred 
me to you, who had more time and leiſure, and 
was a High-Prieſt, one that was able to anſwer 
all queſtions relating to the belief of the Jewiſh 


religion, 


3 


religion, which neither of them could rationally 
reſolve me in. 

On which he deſired me to inform him what 
they were? I anſwered him, principally and 
chiefly they had a reference to the promiſed Mrs- 
SIAH, as propheſied, and *© wrote of in the law ot 
t© Moſes, and in the Prophets, and in the Pſalms 
* concerning him,” Luke xxiv. 44. I told him that 
I ſincerely believed in Moſes and the Prophets, 
and that I earneſtly deſired and ſought after the 
favour and friendſhip of the God of Abraham, 
Ifaac, and Jacob, it being the ambition of my 
life, and delight of my ſoul to pleaſe Him, 
humbly, but importunately requeſting of Him, 
that he would give me a wiſe and underſtanding 
heart; which I infinitely preferred before riches 
and honour, or any ſenſual gratification whatſo- 
ever; fincerely praying to Him that my 
mind might always be open to conviction, that I 
might apprehend and judge of things in a juſt 
and true light, that all ſort of prejudice might be 
rooted out, and extracted from me, that I might 

always 


E 
always attend, and give place to reaſon and ar- 
gument, grounded on Divine Authority. 

Therefore Irequeſted of him, (he being an el- 
derly gentleman, and one of the principle High- 
Prieſts of the Jews, who profeſſed to believe in 
the writings of Moſes and the Prophets;) that he 
would declare to me his reaſons founded on their 
authority, that the promiſed Mess1an was not 
yet come, and what reaſonable arguments he 
could produce, to aſſure me that JesUus of Na- 
zareth, (was not the MEss1Aan) who was cruci- 
fied in the reign of Herod, under Pontius Pilot, 
governor of Judea, upwards of ſeventeen hundred 
and fifty eight years ſince? _ 

The High-Prieſt's anſwef” to me, was— We 
Engliſh Jews, are not fond of gaining proſelytes, 
as for his part, his father, grandfather, and great- 
grandfather were Jews; and that if it had been 
his fortune to have been born and bred a Maho- 
metan, or in the principles of any. other religion, 
he ſhould have continued as ſuch. 

1 anſwered him, that I was much ſurpriſed 


to receive ſuch a poor, lov/, mean anſwer from 


4 
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2 gentleman of his years, (who was upwards of 
eighty) and high ſtation in the Jewith church 0 
and that he could not be inſenſible that the Mus- 
s1an was the moſt gracious and glorious promiſed 
ſeed, who was promiſed immediately after the 
fall of our firſt parents, they having incur- 
red the curſe of God, by violating his holy 


law. 


And that this gracious and glorious 
promiſed ſeed, was the grand hope and expecta- 
tion of the whole Jewiſh Nation in all ages of 
the World, who was prefigured and propheſied 
of under various types in the writings of Moſes 
and the a ard in whom he profeſſed to be- 
lieve. 

I likewiſe told him it muſt appear to every 
thinking rational mind, both from natural as well 
as revealed religion, that Almighty God endued 
mankind with reaſon and underſtanding, which 
was the diſtinguiſhing excellency, dignity, and 


ornament of their nature, above the brutal part 


of the creation, in order to capacitate them to 


judge of truth from ſalſchood, right from wrong, 


good from evil, that they might thereby be ena- 
bled 


12 ] 
bled to weigh things and circumſtances, in the 
ſcale of truth and equity, relating both to their 
temporal and ſpiritual concerns. 

To which he made no reply, but reached 
me a book ſrom his ſhelf, and turned me to about 
the middle of it, deſiring me to peruſe that, which 
I read for about five or fix minutes, which was 
a burleſque on the reſurrection of Chriſt from the 
dead ; moſt ridiculous, ſcandalous, impious, dog- 
matical aſſertions, having not the leaſt proof in 
vindication of it.— I was ſoon tired of its nonſen- 
ſical blaſphemous, moſt ridiculous trumpery.— 
I endeavoured to have ſeen the title page of the 
ſaid book, in order to know what book it was, on 
which attempt he took it out of my hand. I told 
him the reaſon or cauſe of my endeavouring to 
turn to the title page of it, was in order that I 
might either borrow or purchaſe one of them, 
when I had left him, becauſe I was not willing to 


make ſo free with him, to deſire the loan of it, 
being a perfect ſtranger to him. however I re- 
tained fo much of what I read, that ſoon after 
my viſit to this ſaid High-Prieft, I found it 

$0 


1 
to be Woolſton on the miracles. one of our moſt 
abominable audacious modern infidel pagan 
writers. | 

Therefore without the leaſt breach of hu- 
manity or chriſtianity, I think it reaſonable and 
juſt to conclude, that this High-Prieſt, and thoſe 
other Jews whom I have had any converſation 
with, were certainly ignorant even in the main 
point of their religion, which they ſo obſtinately 
lay ſuch a great ſtreſs on. 

That they were rooted and grounded in pre- 
judice, and wilful, and obſtinate, in their incredulity 
as to the chriſtian religion. The High-prieſt 
himſelf, as well as their laity, having no better 
arguments to have recourſe to, than thoſe of their 
education, and the tradition of their fathers to 
juſtify or vindicate their belief, and embracing 
of the profeſſion of the Jewiſh religion, and the 
authority of infidel authors (who likewiſe diſbe- 
lieve the Jewiſh as well as the chriſtian religion) 
to invalidate the reality and truth of Chriſt's goſ- 
pel: Now this groſs ſtupid ignorance in you 
(profeſſors of the Jewiſh religion) cannot pro- 


ceed 


, 


1 


ceed from want of revelation from Almighty God. 


you having the Law and the Teſtimony to inform 
you, Moles and the Prophets to inſtruct yòu, 


whom you acknowledge to believe were in{pired 
by God himſelf in order to declare his divine 
mind and will to the children of men. There- 
fore your unbelief in CuRISH is much more in- 
excuſable and criminal than the heathens wha 
were never bleſſed with that revelation as you 
have been. 


It is rational and juſt therefore to couclude, 


that the real ſtate of the caſe is with you profeſs- 
ing Jews, in our days, ſimilar to thoſe Jews 
in Our Saviou's time, to whom he poſitively 
|| declared, © Had they believed Moſes, they 
| * would have believed Him, having wrote of J 
* Him, John v. 46. Therefore if they believed 


not in his writings, how ſhould they have believed 
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in CurIT's words, verſe 47, That is they be- 


| lieved in Moſes and his writings but very ſuper- 


ficially, they did not with an upright, honeſt 


ſincere heart take any pains in order to be in- 


| ſtructed and know the rcal true meaning of them, 


Their | 


— 
1 * K 1 
a6 . * „ . 1 . 2 5 A 


1 
Their ſpiritual fignification, which muſt be the 
very cauſe of the ignorance of you Jews at this. 
very day, and ignorance is the cauſe of your obſti- 
nacy, and obſtinacy the cauſe of the darkneſs and 
blindneſs of your minds or - underſtandings, in 


relation to ſpiritual things, which the Prophet 


Iſaiah was authoriz'd by God to proclaim, would 


be the real condition of many of you profeſſors of 
the Jewiſh religion, towards the laſt day which is 
recorded in Iſaiah vi. 9, 10, 11,12.as follows And 
he ſaid, go and tell this people, hear ye indeed, 
but underſtand not; and ſce ye indeed, but percieve 
© not. Make the heart of this people fat, and 
© make their cars heavy, and ſhut their eyes, leaſt 
ce they ſee with their eyes and hear with their 
« ears, and underſtand with their heart, and 
« convert and be healed: Then ſaid I, Lord, 
how long? And he anſwerd, Until the cities 
©« be waſted without inhabitant, and the houſes 
« without man, and the land be utterly deſolate. 
« And the Lord have removed men far away, 
and there be a great forſaking in the midſt of 
* the land. 


Now 
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Now it is very evident and clear from this 


prophecy, that this incredulity of yours would 


be wilful. (There is an old proverbial ſaying that 
there is no one ſo blind as thoſe who will 
not ſee,) and the conſequence of this obſtinacy 
would be the forſaking of your God, fo as that he 
would permit you to become a ſcattered people. 

In affairs of ſuch grand importance, as 
religion is, there can be nothing fo ſtupid, no- 
thing ſo dreadful, and nothing more diſpleaſing 
to Almighty God, nor that have a greater tenden- 
cy to draw down his juſt anger and reſentment 
than wilful ignorance ; refolved diſobedience, 
which is emphatically deſcribed by the wiſeſt of 
all men that ever was or ever will be (as you pro- 
ſeſs to believe as well as myſelf) as follows, 
« Becauſe I have called, and ye refuſed, I have 
* ſtretched out my hand and no man regarded. 
But ye have ſet at nought all my councel 
* and would none of my reproof. I will alſo 
*« laugh at your calamities, I will mock when 
« your fear cometh, Proverbs i. 24, 25, 26.” 
And the prophet Iſaiah abſolutely declares, ** If 
ye will not believe, moſt certain it is ye ſhall 


* not 


* by , 
4, Lo Coo eter * * 


Me |» 
Moſes and the Prophets. —The original word 
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te not be eſtabliſhed. Iſaiah vii. 9.” which pro- 


phecy is literally fulfilled at this day, relating 


to you diſperſed handful of ſcattered Jews. 


Reflect, conſider, theſe are ſelf-intereſting 


awakening denounciations to all reſolvedly ob- 


ſtinate unbelievers. Therefore ye would do wel] 


to take them in your moſt ſerious conſiderations 


and meditations. 


CHRIsT- was very far from being deſirous 


that any perſon ſhould believe in Him implicitly, 


without examining the authority of divine revela- 
tion in any thing or kind relating to Himſelf 
or doctrine. _ 

Therefore, when on earth, he councel d the 
Jews, to © Search the ſcriptures. John v. 


I» 


——- Which were the writings of 


here tranſlated in Engliſh, to ſearch, ſignifies, or 
carry along with it this idea, to ſeek, or ſearch after 
the hidden truth. of divine declarations and aſſu- 
rance, with the ſame aſſiduity and pains as men do 
in ſearching after a gold mine, or hidden treaſures 
concealed in the bowels of the earth, for which 

"oo they 
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they muſt dig very deep before they can come 
at it. 
Intimating thereby that there is an ineſtima- 
1 ble treaſure lying hid in the Holy Scriptures, 
3 which mankind will never find by a flight ſu- 
perficial ſearch. 


Therefore this invaluable treaſure will be 
found out by none but the aſſiduous, induſtrious, 


indefatigale ſearcher. —(When CnRISTH was con- 


verſing with your Brother Obſtinates, (when on 
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earth) He very candidly and ingeniouſly referred 
them to their own tacred records for the truth of | 
His divine miſſion. “Search the ſcriptures, | 
« (for ſays He) in them ye think ye have eternal | 
« life, and they are they which teſtify of me. I 
John v. 39, 40. 


them that they were not deſirous and willing to 


* 


Wherein Chlstr intimated to 


take any pains in order to diſcover whether He 
was the real Mrssran, foretold of by Moſes and 


the Prophets which was to come. 


By which wiltul neglect it appears they were 
reſolved and determined they would not belicve 
in him, 


Therefore 


1 

Therefore CnR18T acquainted them, he 
well knew their hearts, and that they was deceit- 
ful, and whatever pretences they made to religi- 
on, yet it was all deception, a bate nominal, dry, 
huſky ſhell profeſſion, that they had no rea], vene- 
ration for God, or to any of his inſtitutions, from 
a hearty ſincere principle of love and affection to 
him, John v. 42. 

O what a lamentable caſe is this, what a hor- 
rible, dreadful conſideration is it, not to be poſ- 
ſeſſed with a real unfeigned love of God, which 
ought to be the ſpring and fountain of all our ac- 


tions, the root, the very quinteſcence, all that is 


really valuable in an cbediental faith, which a- 
lone will ſtand the teſt, and find the approbation 
of God, at the grand and awful day of judg- 
ment. | 
Therefore thoſe of you who defire to loye 
* the Lord your God, and to ſerve him with all 
cc your heart, with all your ſoul, and with all your 
e might and ſtrength,” that would ſpare no pains 
or coſts to diſcover the divine mind and will, in 
| order 
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order that you might believe what God requires 
of you to believe, and do what he command- 
eth to be done; and to avoid, loath and deteſt 
what he forbids you to do, for where true love 
to God is wanting, the contrary diſpoſition will 
diſcover itſelf very apparently. 

Mankind that will take little or no thoughtor 
care to pleaſe him, their obedience to him at beſt 
(at the laſt day,) will be found to be but ſuperfi- 
cial, 

No wonder then, there is not that diligent 
ſearch made, in order to diſcover his divine mind 
and will, ſo as to behold and believe in theſe won- 
dertul things contained in God's law (which the 
royal pſalmiſt) holy David, the man after God's 
own heart ſo earneſtly deſired Pf. cxix. 18. 

Let me therefore earneſtly intreat you in the 
ſpirit of love and meekneſs (from a diſintereſted 
principle of worldly advantage from you) ſo as 
to prevail with you, that you would be very care- 
ſul to examine your hearts and lives, whether you 


are really, and in very deed, poſſeſſed of the true 
filial fear and love of God, 


Hark, 
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Hark, hark! attend Moſes (whom you pro- 
feſs to believe wasdivinely inſpired) moſt poſitively 
and peremptorily declares We muſt love the 
« Lord our God with all our heart, with all our 
“ ſoul, with all our might, Deut. vi. 5. 

Pray don't deceive yourſelves, but be pleaſed 
to conſider thoroughly, and weigh well, that to 
love God with all the heart, implies the exer- 
tion of all our powers, faculties and abilities. 

The mind muſt cloſely meditate on him, the 
will muſt cheriſh and embrace him, and the af- 
fections mult delight in him, in the very higheſt 
meaſure and greateſt degree poſſible ; almighty 
God muſt have an unfeigned voluntary poſſeſſion 
of our ſouls, which is to love him without mea- 
ſure and degree, infinitely above all other objects 
whatever. 

Love muſt be the principle or ſpring, the 
cauſe of our unfeigned ſincere obedience to 
him. | 

Can you ſay with holy David, O how loye 
« I thy law, it is my meditation all the day, thou 


« through thy commandments haſt made me wiſer 


C 3 than 


„ 


« than mine enemies, for they are ever with nie 


« Pf, cxix. 97, 98.” © And that you remember 
him upon your beds, and meditate on him in 
* the night watches” as he did, Pſ. 1xiij. 6. 

Do you © delight yourſelf in the law of the 
* Lord, Pf. i. 2.” Do you ſtand in the moſt 
reverential awe of God, are you very fearful of 
the leaſt approach or appearance of fin, do you 
endeavour to avoid it, as from perſons of the 
moſt malignant deſtructive nature; do you com- 
mune with your own heart, upon your bed, and 
be ſtill; do you offer the ſacrifices of righteouſ- 
neſs, and put your truſt in the Lord; Pf. iv. 
4 F. 

Can you with an honeſt upright heart, a ſin- 
tere ſoul join with pious David, and ſay whom 
tc have I in heaven but thee, and there is none 
ec upon earth that I deſire beſides thee ; my fleſh 
and myheart faileth, but God is the ſtrength of 
© my heart, and my portion for ever. Pſ. lxxiii, 
* $9 26. Do you truſt in the Lord with all 


your heart, and lean not to your own under- 


61 ſtanding ; do you in all Your ways acknowledge 


© him 
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« him, that he may direct and guide you in 


every affair of the leaſt difficulty or doubt, 
being thoroughly ſenſible and perſuaded that 
he will then dire& your paths. Prov. iii. 5, 6. 
Do you very fincerely and earneſtly deſire of 


almighty God, to make you thoroughly ſenſible 


of all your errors and miſcarriages, your fins of 
omiſſion and commiſſion, that you may be 
probed to the very bottom of your ſins and 
be thoroughly cleanſed from all privy faults, 
from all darling beloved luſt and paſſions which 


may almoſt imperceptively deceive you. Pl. xix. 


12. And do you humbly deſire of him to 


waſh you thoroughly from your iniquity, and 
cleanſe you from your fins. Pf. li. g. Earneſtly 
and frequently intreating him to “ ſearch you 
& and know your heart, to try you and know 
your thought, and ſee if there be any wicked 
« way in you, that he may lead you in the way 
« eyerlaſting. Pſ. cxxxix. 23, 24. 

It you are well acquainted with the writings 


of Job, David, Solomon, and Daniel, all very 


great favourites of heaven, and whom you acknow- 
C 4 ledge 


r 
ledge and profeſs to believe was directed by God 
to convey his divine mind and will to men; by 
their writings, you will find that nothing ſhort 
of the utmoſt ſincerity of ſoul, earneſt endeavour 
of heart and life, after the favour and friendſhip 
of God, will avail any thing. 

The prophet Jeremiah peremptorily declares 
© The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
t« deſperately wicked: who can know it. But 
e that the Lord ſearch'd the heart and try the 
« reins, even to give every man according to his 
„ ways, and according to the fruit of his doings, 
« Jer. xvil. 9, 10. Therefore we ſhould act ra- 
tionaly and well pleaſing to God, to ſearch and 
try our ways, and turn again to the Lord. Lamen. 
ni. 40. That is, we ſhould do well to narrowly 
inſpect our thoughts, words, and actions, and 
conſcientiouſly and ſtrictly examine them, as in 
the ſight of an omnicient and omnipreſent, all 
knowing, all ſeeing God, comparing them with 
his holy word, remembring what Solomon the 
wiſeſt of all men ſays, that * the thoughts of 
« fooliſhneſs is ſin. Prov. xxiv. 9. I hate vain 


thoughts 
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thoughts, (ſays holy David) but thy law do! 
love. Pf. cxix. 113. 

Thoſe happy ſouls who truly love God ad 
delight in his precepts, (which is inſeperable) 
will endeavour with all their might and ſtrength 
to contract an utter averſion and deteſtation of 
every kind of thing which is contradictary to, and 
inconſiſtent with the purity and holineſs of God's 
juſt and holy laws, and place a very particular 
guard and watch againſt the firſt motions and riſe- 
ing of them in their hearts, 

They will enndeavour to quench and put 
them out as they would a ſpark of fire which en- 
dangered the burning, conſequently the deſtructi- 
on of their houſes. 

And on the contrary they ako great care 
and delight in nouriſhing and cheriſhing all good 
thoughts, His delight is in the Lord; and in 
« his law doth he meditate day and night. Pf, i. 
*« 2, hoping for his falvation, doing his com- 
** mandments, keeping his teſtimonies and lov- 


« ing them exceedingly. Pk cxix, 166, 167, 


Permit 


1 


Permit me dear fellow mortals to aſk you a 
few ſincere very ſelf intereſting queſtions. 

Do you pay no kind or fort of adoration but 
to almighty God, the great I am, who made 
the heavens and the earth, the ſea, and all that 
in them is. 

Have you not made gold your hope, or have 
faid to the fine gold, thou art my confidence, 

Do you pay the moſt profound reverence to 
almighty God, ſo as to live in a conſtant hum- 
ble filial fear of him all the day long, Prov. xxüi. 
17. Iſa. viii. 13. 

Do you truſt in God with all your heart de- 
ſiring him infinitely more than any temporal good 
whatſoever. Pl. iv. 6. Pf. Ixxili. 2 5, 26. Prov. 

Do you never make uſe of God's holy name, 
but with the moſt profoundeſt reverence, and not 


on trifling occaſions, thoughtleſsly, loſely and 


careleſsly; in ſhort, do you never mention his ſa- 


cred and holy name in vain, as he has moſt pe- 
remptorily aſſured all mankind within the reach 
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1 
of his laws, that he will not hold them guilt- 
leſs. Ex. xx. 7. 

If juſtice or money invites and intreats you 
to make uſe of his holy and reverend name, by 
making a ſolemn acknowledgment of truth, po- 
ſitively or negetively, before the civil magiſtrate, 
upon affairs of conſequence. Do you do it with 
an upright honeſt good conſcience, with ſeriouſneſs 
and ſolemnity, as the moſt awful religious act you 
can poſſibly perform. Lev. xix. 12. 

Do you turn away your foot on the ſabbath, 
from doing your pleaſures on God's holy day, and 
call the ſabath a delight, the holy of the Lord ho- 
nourable, and ſhall honour him, not doing your 
own ways, nor finding your own pleaſures, nor 
ſpeaking your own words, but delighting your- 
ſelves in the Lord. Ita. lviii. 13, 14. 

Do you inſtruct and train up your children 
in cheſe and all the other obligations you and 
they are under to almighty God, agreeable to his 
directions and commands conveyed to you through | 
Moſes and Solomon, whom you believe was de- 


vinely 
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vinely inſpired thereunto. Deut. vi. 6, 7, 8. Prov. 


' XXi1. 6, 

Do you not only abſtain from the odious and 
abominable ſin of adultery, but do you ſet a watch 
over your hearts, ſo as to make a covenant with 
your eyes, not ſo much as to look on a female ſo 
as to have a luſtful unlawful deſire towards her, 
as holy Job did, ch, xxxi. 1. N 

Do you not only forbear to defraud, but do 
you not deſire or covet any kind of property what- 
ever belonging to your neighbour. Ex. xx. 17, 
Lev. xxv. 14, 17. | 

Do you not only forbear fwearing falſely, 
and wrongfully againſt your fellow creatures, but 
do you alſo deteſt loath and ſcorn to backbite 
with your tongue, to do any evil to them in any 
way or manner whatſoever, or take up a reproach 
againſt them, Pſ. xv. 3. 

Do you not make uſe of any baſe underhand 
methods to neceflitate or oblige any of your poor 
fellow mortals to diſpoſe of any of their property 
to you. But as you would that men mould da 
unto you, do you do even the ſame to them, be- 
cauſe 


f 
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cauſe this golden rule is both conformable to, and 
agreeable with the morality which both the law 
and the prophets enjoins all mankind ſtrictly and 
inviolably to obſerve; and what the law of na- 


ture likewiſe clearly and evidently requires, 


If you would be Iſraelites indeed in whom 
there is no guile, you muſt be exceeding exact 
and punctual in well obſerving and minutely keep- 
ing the whole moral law, © that thou mighteſt 
fear the Lord thy God, and keep all his ſtatutes 
and his commandments, what he hath command- 
ed thee, Deut, vi. 2. and “ tranſcribe them in 
« your hearts, and teach them diligently unto 
c your children, and talk of them when you ſet 
** down in your houſes, and when you walk out 
“ and when you lie down to reſt, and riſe up 
from ſleep, Deut. vi. 6 7. Then, (ſays holy 
*© David) ſhall I not be aſhamed when I have re- 
<< ſpect to all God's commandments, Pſ. cxix, 6.” 


* 


which implies a very great value for them, a 
hearty and fincere affection to them, a diligent 
ſtudy 
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ſtudy of them, an unlimited univerſal deſire, and 
careful endeavour to the obedience of every one 
of them in every minute circumitance. 

« The fear of the Lord (fays the wiſeſt of 
ee all men) is the beginning of knowledge, but 
e fools deſpiſe wiſdom and inſtruCtion, Prov. i. 7.” 
and the man after God's own heart aſſures man- 
kind, © The ſecret of the Lord is with them that 
« fear him, and he will ſhew hiscovenant, Pſ. xxv, 
« 14. His ſecret being with the righteous, Prov. 
„iii. 32. Which very evidently and clearly 
diſcovers to all who in reality believe theſe men 
were divincly inſpired, when they wrote theſe de- 
clarations ; that the above deſcribed happy ſouls, 
are God's friends and favourites, to whom he fa- 
miliarly imparts his councils and comforts, to 
which wicked men axe ſtrangers to. 

Though this covenant was declared unto 
Moſes and the Prophets, yet it is very ſignificant- 
ly pronounced in holy writ a ſecret. For God 
was not pleaſed to reveal in what way or manner 
he would fulfil that gracious promiſe to our firſt 
Parents, that the ſeed of the woman ſhall break 

the 


„ 
te the ſerpents head, Gen. iii. 15.” Which was 


deſcribed from time to time by types or figures, 
parables or ſimilitudes, ſigns and prophecies, 
which David and Solomon juſtly terms a ſecret, 
becauſe there are many deep myſteries in it. 
Holy David was ſo very ſenſible of it, that 
he moſt earneſtly prays to God to © open his 
c eyes that he might behold the wondrous things 
* out of God's law, Pf. cxix. 18.” and to give 
him underſtanding that he might live, verſe 144, 
The import of which is, that he begs of God to 
illuminate his mind by his holy ſpirit, ſo as to 
diſpel all ignorance and error, in order that he 
might fathom the profound myſteries, theſe great 
and marvelous depths of divine wiſdom and good- 


neſs of his rich grace and mercy intended to man- 


kind by the Mess1an. 


Wicked or evil men underſtand not judgment, 
becauſe their minds are utterly blind, and do 


encreaſe in blindneſs by their prejudices, and giv- 


ing way to their corrupted vicious luſts and paſſi- 
ons, and the inordinate love of the world which 
prevent their diſcernment or knowledge of the 


ſacred 
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facred ſcriptures in their ſpiritual ſenſe, to ſaving 
purpoſes, for the wiſeſt of all men have declared 
that evil men underſtand not judgment, but 
« they that ſeek the Lord underſtand all things, 
« Prov. XXViii. 5.” That is ſuch as by a diligent 
peruſing, meditating and well weighing the holy 
ſeripture, and by humble fervent prayer to God 
for his illuminating grace, ſhall find that their 
underſtapdings will be enlightned to know and 
do every thing well pleaſing to him. 

As evil or wicked mens underſtandings are 
darkned by this world who rules in or over them, 
andt hey give way to their allurements, and to their 
own ſloath and contempt not heark'ning to or ex- 
amining of the divine mind and will, as recorded 
in holy writ. | 

But the royal Pſalmiſt pronounges only. thoſe 
bleſſed, © that ſeek God with their whole heart, 
« Pf. exix. 2,” That is, ſincerely, induſtriouſſy 
and fervently, above every worldly good or ad- 
vantage Whatever, not with indifference, luke- 
warmneſs, or floathfulneſs, but with all their 
heart, ſoul, might, and ſtrength, with the deep- 

eſt 


. 
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eſt humility and reverence, by heart application, 
and faſting, with weeping and mourning, rent- 
ing their hearts and not their garments, and turn- 
ing unto the Lord their God, Joel ii. 12, 13. for 
the moſt profound humility and reverence muſt 
reaſonably and conſequently be the moſt becoming 
ſinful mortals, when they ſeek after God for any 
peculiar favour, and which muſt neceſſarily be 
very acceptable to him, if its attended with an 
unfeigned contrition of heart and foul. 

For holy David aſſures mankind that © God 
© taketh no delight in ſacrifices and ritual offer- 
te ing, but a broken ſpirit and a contrite heart, God 
* will not defpiſe, Pf. li. 16, 17. for thus faith the 
„ high and lofty one that inhabiteth eternity, 
« whoſe name is holy, I dwell in the high and 
© holy place with him alſo that is of a contrite 
e and humble ſpirit, to revive the ſpirit of the 
« humble, and to revive the heart of the con- 


« trite ones, Iſa. lvii. 15. The meek will he 


guide in judgment, the meek will he teach his 


„way, Pf. xxv. 9.” As you all profeſs to be- 
* lieve in theſe divine declarations, I moſt hum- 
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bly, ſincerely and earneſtly beſeech you (God 


grant that it may be to ſaving purpoſes) it you 
have any value for your precious never dying fouls, 
ſincerely and earneſtly pray to almighty God for 
the aſſiſtance of his grace and holy ſpirit to ena- 
ble you by your own mott vigourous endeavours 
fo engrave or cultivate thoſe moſt amiable and 
glorious diſpoſitions in your heart and life, and 
then he will take delight in you, and communi- 
cate his ſecret to you, by manifeſting the Mrs s1- 
AH, the Chriſt of God to you; and the dark be- 
wildercd veil which now fetters your underſtand- 
ings will be ſhook off and extricated, fo that 
you will fee and judge of truth in its juſt light and 
value, and eſteem it as an ineſtimable bleſſing for 
* almighty God will put a new ſpirit within you, 
and will take the ſtony heart out of your fleſh, 
and will give you a heart of fleſh, Ezek. xi. 19. 
mat is, a docible tractable heart, that will hear, 
conſider and obey, that will do all commanded 
good, and refrain from the commiſſion of every 


prohibited evil, a flexible mind and diſpofition, 


open 
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open to conviction, both willing and ready to re- 
ceive and obey the truth in the love of it. 

Ifaiah has propheſied of the Mess1an, that 
he ſhould *< preach good tidings unto the meek, 
« and bind up the broken hearted, and to pro- 
« claim liberty to the captives, and the opening 
« of the priſon to them that are bound, Ifa. Ixi. 
a 

In order to be in actual poſſeſſion of the moſt 
amiable deſireable grace of humility and contriti- 
on of heart, you muſt recolle& your thoughts, 
words and actions, and compare them with the 
law and teſtimony (which you profeſs to believe) 
and let conſcience have free liberty to do its work 
impartially and deliberately, praying to God with 
a ſincere, honeſt, upright heart, that he would 
bring every thing to your remembrance, both ſins 
of omiſſion and commiſſion, and that he would 


abſolutely cauſe ſuch a thorough repentance in 


you, that will effectually work a reformation both 


in your heart and life, 
“That he would ſearch and know your 
heart, try you and know your thoughts, and 
D 2 ſee 
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« ſee if there is any wicked way in you, and 


« lead you in the way everlaſting, Pſ. cxxxix, 
e 23, 24.” Praying as holy Job, (the beſt of 
men,) * That which I ſee not, teach thou me,” 
making his pious reſolution with the utmoſt de- 
liberation and ſeriouſneſs, to © do no more ini- 
« quity, Job xxxiv. 32. 

Theſe moſt folemn prayers and pious reſolu- 
tions muſt not be made curſorily or flightly, but 
with the greateſt depth of thought, zeal from 
the heart, an earneſt defire from your very ſoul, 
that Almighty God wou'd work in you both to will 
and to do of his own good pleaſure, and would 
makeyou in every reſpect {uch perſons as he would 


have you to be, 


When this comes to be your own act and 
deed, and you find that your heart is defirous to 
have the knowledge of God, and embrace truth 
wherever you find it (though it may be contrary 
to the principles you ſuck'd in at your education; 
immediately retire, withdraw from the world, and 
take the word of God in your hand, then proſ- 
trate yourſelf on your bended knees, and with 


the 
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the utmoſt humility and reverence offer up thoſe 


pious ejaculations (of holy David) to God. © open 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


thou mine eyes, that I may behold wond'rous 
things out of thy law ( give me underſtand- 
ing and I ſhall live, Pf. cxix. 18, 144. That 
which I ſee not teach thou me, Job xxxiv. 32. 
Teach me thy ſtatutes, make me to under- 
ſtand the way of thy precepts, Pſ. cxix. 26, 
27. Teach me knowledge, make me to un- 
derſtand doctrine, Iſa. xxvili. 9. For the in- 
ſpiration of the Almighty, giveth mankind 


underſtanding, Job xxxu. 8. It is the 


Lord that giveth wiſdom out of his mouth, 


cometh knowledge and underſtanding, Prov, 


11. 6. Then with an humble heart riſe up from 


your bended knees, and with great reverence 
and a ſincere teachable diſpoſition take the old 


teſtament and turn to theſe following declarations 


of holy writ; examine them thoroughly, attend 
to them with great reverence and awe, as if you 
immediately heard almighty God ſpeak to you 
vocally out of heaven, for in reality and fact it 
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is of equal authority, as his holy ſpirit is the au- 
thor of it. 

In the ſecond and third chapters of Geneſis 


you will find, that our firſt parents, the repreſent- 
ative of mankind moſt notoriouſly violated an ex- 


ceeding eaſy, reaſonable, juſt law or command, 


which their almighty creator and preſerver, their 
munificent generous benefactor laid them under, 
carefully to obſerve, and ſtrictly obey the breach 


of which they were forwarned by him, would in- 


violably ſubject them to mortality. 
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For God informed Adam, that © in the day 
e he eat thereof, he ſhould ſurely die, Gen. ii. 
© 17.“ That is, at that very inſtant they vio- 
lated his prohibition they would become dead in 
treſpaſſes and fins, ſpiritually dead, and at that 
inſtant would lay the foundation of temporal 
death, that of the body, which would then be- 
gin by delays, infirmities, terrors and dangers, 
and other harbingers of death, which draw toward, 
and would alſo ſubject them to eternal death, and 
on their recounting their juſt ſentence for their 


moſt abominable attrocious tranſgreſſion of the 
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moſt reaſonable command God laid upon them, 
he was ſo exceeding gracious and good, merciful 
and kind, as to mitigate their juſt ſentence by graci- 
ouſly proclaiming, that © the feed of the woman 
e ſhou'd break the ſerpent's head, Gen, iii. 15. The 
import or meaning of which is that there ſhould be 
a time come, when one who ſhould proceed out of 
the woman which he gave to man, that ſhould ab- 
ſolutely conquor both fin and death, 

The weapons of the ſerpent, the proud ma- 


licious inveterate enemy both of God and man, 


the apoſtate angel, the devil who continually 


lurks in waite to trapan or beguile poor mortal 
man into fin and guilt, in order to make them 
like himſelf, the enemies of God; but that all 
his evil diabolical ſuggeſtions and temptations 
ſhould be made null and void, by this moſt glo- 
rious and gracious promiſed ſeed of the woman, 
which very evidently appeared afterward to be 
the MEssflAu, the CuRisT of God. 

In the Jerufalem targum, the old Chaldee 
paraphraſe, explains theſe words thus, —— That 


the ald ſerpent, or the devil that deceived Adam, 
| D 4 _ tays 
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ſays that Mankind has an infallible and preſent re- 
medy againſt thee O ſatan, for the time will come 
that they ſhall tread thee down with their heals, by 
the help of the Mrs san who ſhall be their king. 
be pleaſed to turn to the xxii. ch. of Gen. and 
to the 18 verſe, and you will find it there re- 
corded that Abraham who lived almoſt two thou- 
ſand years after Adam had the very ſame promiſe 
from God, and if you will carefully examine the 
whole hiſtory of his life you will find this promiſe 
repeated to him no leſs than ſeven times, in 
whoſe ſeed all the nations of the earth was to be 
bleſſed. 

Therefore if you have a love for truth, I be- 
ſeech you to well conſider the following argument 
and with humility and ſincerity pray to almighty 
God to remove all your prejudices, and enlighten 
your underſtanding, in order that you may ſee and 
judge of this important affair with righteous judg- 
ment. Confider now, 

If according to your fooliſh and vain imagi- 
nations, the Mess An was to be a temporal prince, 
and Abraham and his poſterity was to receive the 

bleſſing 
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bleſſing by it, wherein would the bleſſing conſiſt 
or belong to? To them, or even to any of the 
children of men, from the day of God's original 
promiſe, to this very moment, which is now up- 
wards of five thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty 
eight years ſince. 


Now you declare that the MrssfAn, the 
promiſed feed to Abraham and his poſterity is not 
yet come; and when he does come, you fay he 
will be a temporal prince and deliverer ; if ſo, not 
one perſon from the creation of the world to this 
very day has been benefited in any way or manner 
by the promiſe : but God actually promiſed this 
blefling to Abraham and his poſterity, which 
matter of fact undeniably prove to every thinking 
rational mind, that the bleſſings by the promiſed 
ſeed, to be received by mankind, was not to be 
temporal bleſſings but ſpiritual. 

Therefore let me earneſtly requeſt and in- 
treat you ſo as to prevail with you not to perſiſt in 
your palpable obſtinacy, and then you will ſoon 
ſee the abſurdity of the Mrss1an's being of the 


leaſt advantage to any preceeding age of mankind, 


It 
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If he was to be a temporal prince or deliverer only, ; 
they being free among the dead long ago, con- 
ſequently want no temporal ſaviour, | 
Be pleaſed atfo to turn to the xlix chapter of 
Gen, and to the 10 verſe, and there you will 
find good old Jacob's prophecy relating to the 
time of the coming of the Mess1an, which was 
when the © ſcepter ſhould not depart from Judah, 
; * nor a lawgiver between his feet untill Shiloh 
ö 5 
; ** come, and unto him the gathering of the peo- 
| e ple was to be.” 
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The plain import or evident meaning of 
which is, that the ſcepter or dominion ſhall be 
ſeated in the tribe of Judah, though the prophe- 
cy doth not foretell when it ſhall come thither, 
but when once it came, it was not to depart from 
thence till the Mgss1an came, and though Judah 
was to looſe its ſcepter and other priyiledges, and 
other nations were to embrace the Me ss1Aa mn, 
whom they rejected; therefore as the Ms s An 
was to come during the time, the ſcepter was in 
the hands of Judah, it muſt very evidently appear 


to 
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to every unprejudiced and rational mind that the 
ME ss1Aan mult be neceſſarily come long fince. 

The ſcepter being taken away from the 
tribe of Judah, and all others of the Jewiſh peo- 
ple and nation for upwards of ſeventeen hundred 
years. 

Therefore he muſt be come, or conſequent- 
ly Jacob's prophecy is not true, by reaſon it is 
very clear and evident that that matter of fact 
gives it the lie. 

I intreat you be no longer obſtinately faith- 
leſs but believing.— If you have any value for the 
authority of your own ſacred records be pleaſed 
alſo to turn to the xviii. chap. of Deut. and to the 
15 verſe, wherein you will find Moſes, the im- 
mediate meſſenger of God (whom you profeſs fo 
ſtreniouſly to believe in) propheſying of the Mrs- 
SIAH, abſolutely declaring, that * the Lord their 
«© God ſhould raiſe up unto the people, from the 
« midſt of them, of their brethren, like unto 
© him, to whom they ſhould hearken,” and in 
the xix verſe of the ſame chapter poſitively de- 


clares, that © whoſoever will not hearken to 
t God's 
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te God's words, which he ſhall ſpeak in God's 


« name, he will require it of them.” Which 


prophecy cannot be rationally interpreted of any 
prophet that ever lived after Moss, till MESSILIAII 
the great Prophet, came in the days of Herod, 
for in the laſt chapter of Deuteronomy, verſe the 
10, it is moſt poſitively declared, that there a- 
roſe not a prophet ſince in Iſrael like unto Moſes, 
whom the Lorp knew face to face. 

Now pleaſe to conſider and reflect, that Mo- 
ſes was no temporal prince, he did not deliver 
the children of Iſrael out of Egyptian bondage by 
carnal weapons, but by the finger of God, fpiri- 
tual weapons. — Therefore if the Mrsslan who 
is to come, as you vainly and moſt ridiculouſly 
imagine will be a temporal prince, he cannot be 
like Moſes, becauſe Moſes was no temporal 
Prince, 

If you will be honeſt and impar- 
tial, you will find your unbelief relating to the 
Mess1an very abſurd being inconſitent with, 
and contrary to the declarations of Moſes and the 
Prophets. Be pleaſed to turn to Jeremiah's pro- 
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pheſy of him recorded in the xxiii chap. ver. $ 6, 
Wherin he foretells, that in the Mzss1an's days, 
© Judah ſhould be ſaved, and Iſrael ſhould dwell 
« ſafely. Therefore it cannot be that he was to 
come as a temporal king, for if he was to have 
been ſuch, then matter of fact give this prophecy 
of him the lie alſo ; becauſe Judah has been a 
long time extinct, and all the children of Iſrael 
ſcattered all over the face of the earth, without 
any law, facrifice or temple, for upwards of ſe- 
venteen hundred years. 

Therefore if the MEssrAu was to have 
been a temporal prince, this deveſtation would 
not have befallen your church and nation, as you 
now find by ſad and woeful experience it has. 

Again, be pleaſed to turn to the liii of Ifaiah, 
ver. 3. wherein the Prophet foretells, That the 
Mrsslan inftead of being a temporal prince, he 
was to be juſt the contrary in the eyes and eſteem 
of the world, for that he would be diſpiſed of 
men; a man of ſorrows and acquainted with 
grief, and accounted as the ſcum ef mankind 


whole 
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whoſe whole life was to be filled up with forrows 
and ſuffering. 

Now this is quite oppoſite to the glory and 
pomp of a temporal prince, and in the fifth verſe 
of the ſame chapter, the Prophet foretells that he 
was to be wounded for the ſins of mankind, and 
bruiſed for their iniquities; and that the chaſtiſe- 
ment of their peace was to be on him, that by his 
ſtripes they might be healed: all which is diame- 
trically oppoſite to temporal power and authority, 
to temporal eaſe and enjoyment; and in the laſt 
verſe of this chapter the prophet Iſaiah declares 
poſitively, that he ſhould pour out his ſoul unto 
death, and be numbered with the tranſgreſſors, 
and bare the ſins of many, and make interceſſi- 
on for tranſgreſſors; which was literally fulfilled 
by him at his crucifiction. | 

And Daniel the Prophet, whom you profeſs 
to believe was the greatly beloved of the Lord, 
Dan. ix. 23. foretells the Mess1an was to be cut 
off, but not for himſelf, and the people of the 
prince that ſhall come ſhall deſtroy the city, and 
the ſanctuary, verſe 26, though he was himſelf 


harmleſs + 
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hatmleſs, innocent, and guiltleſs, he was aps 
pointed to die for others, and not for himſelf but 
for the everlaſting ſalvation of all thoſe who had a 
vital faith in him, 

And ſo far was he from the pomp and gran- 
dure of a temporal prince, that the prophet Za- 
chariah foretells of the humility he was to diſ- 
cover when he entered Jeruſalem ; for behold 
ſays the Prophet © thy king cometh unto thee 
« he is juſt and having ſalvation, lowly and riding 
* upon an aſs, and upon a colt the fole of an aſs. 
Aach. ix. g. which was diametrically oppoſite 
worldly pomp and grandure, 

And the royal Pfalmiſt propheſies relating 
to him, that his own familiar friend in whom he 
truſted, which did eat of his bread, would lift up 
his heel againſt him, PC. xli. 9. And Zachariah 
farther propheſies of him, that he thould be prized 
and fold for thirty pieces of filver, which money 
ſhould purchaſe the potters field, Zach. xi. 12, 13. 
And the royal Pfalmilſt foretells, that mankind 


ſhould fee him and laugh him to ſcorn, and ſhook 


out 


48 J 
out their lip and ſhake their head ſaying, he 
truſted on the Lord, that he would deliver him; 
let him deliver him, ſeeing he delighteth in him, 
Pſ. xxii. 7, 8. And that his hands and feet ſhould 
be pierced, verſe 16. And the Prophet Zacha- 
riah foretells that they ſhould look on him whom 
they pierced, Zach. xii. 10. And the royal Pſal- 
miſt foretells, that not one of his bones ſhould be 
broken, Pſ. xxxiv. 20. And that they ſhould 
give him gall for meat, and vinegar for drink, Pf. 
Ixix. 21. And that they would part his garments 
among them, and caſt lots for his veſture, Pſ. xxii. 
18. And that though he was to be put to death, 
and his body go into the grave, yet was not to be 
detain'd there fo long as to be corrupted or putri- 
fied, Pf. xvi. 10. And the Prophet Iſaiah aſſures 
mankind, that his life was to be made a ſacrifice 
for fin ; his death was to be glorious to himſelf and 
highly beneficial to others, for he was to have a 
numerous train of perſons who were to be redeem- 
ed by him, and reconciled to God. Thou ſhalt 
make an offering for ſin; he ſhall ſee his ſeed ; 


he 
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ſhall prolong his days, and the pleaſure of the 
Lord ſhall proſper in his hand, Iſa. liii. 10. 
Which prophecy very evidently implies that he 
was to riſe again from the dead, and that very 
ſoon, otherwiſe his body would have been cor- 
rupted, and he was not only to rife again, but 
the royal prophet holy David, who was a moſt 
eminent type of him, foretells his aſcending on 
high to lead captivity captive and to give gifts to 
men, yea even to thoſe who had been rebellious, 
that God might dwell among them, Pf. Ixviii. 
19. 

Be pleaſed, I earneſtly beſeech you to exa- 
mine all theſe predictions of the holy Prophets, 
relating to the Mrgss1an, with humility, ſeriouſ- 
neſs, and impartiality likewiſe the xlix chapter 
of the prophet Iſaiah, and the four ſucceeding 
chapters; and with an honeſt upright heart ſup- 
plicating Almighty God to enlighten your under- 
ſtandings and open your eyes, that you may be- 
hold the wonderous things out of his law, as 


foretold in his holy word by his holy meſſengers 
the Prophets, 
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You will then find that the prophet Iſaiah 
forctells that the Mrss1an would be ſent to the 
Jews, and as to many of them but in vain, to 
no ſaving purpoſes; for they would deſpiſe and 
reject him; and as to them he would ſpend his 
ſtrength for nought, and that he would be ſent 
to the gentiles alſo, with moſt gracious and glo- 
fious propoſals, yea even to the whole world, 
and that the reaſon of the Jews being caſt off 
was not to be attributed to the Mxss IA, he be- 
ing both able and willing to ſave even all to the 


uttermoſt part of the earth, Iſa. xlix. 6. for the 


Mr ss14an is repreſented by the prophet Ifaiah as 


intreating and perſuading and inſtructing mankind 
particularly his own people the Jews, to believe 
in his free redemption, verſe 15, 22. and to re- 
ceive the preachers with joy and gladnefs, and to 
put their whole truſt and confidence in the Lord 
their Creator, and rejoice in the power thereof for 


that his kingdom ſhould be exalted, 1fa. Iii. 7, 8. 
9- 


He alſo complains of the incredulity of ma- 


py perſons ſaying, who hath believed our report, 
1 and 


1 . * 
T . . 


„ 1 3 * 1 4 . * 
. 0 Arne, W ” 
2 of * * 1 a 5 S 1 pg * 
© oO 


1 
and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed, Iſa. 
liii. 1. He alſo diſcovers the benefit of his agony 
and paſſion to mankind, and the glorious and hap- 
py conſequences accruing to many from his ſuf- 
ferings and death, verſe 10, 11. 

The bleſſed Jrsus's obſervation was exceed 
ing juſt and true, when he informed his diſciples 
that all things muſt be fulfilled which was written 
in the laws of Moſes, and in the prophets, and 
ein the Pſalms concerning him; then opened he 
their underſtandings, that they might underſtand 
the ſcriptures, and ſaid unto them thus it is writ- 
ten, and thus it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, and to 
* riſe from the dead the third day, and that repent- 
* ance and remiſſion of fins ſhould be preached 
ein his name among all nations, beginning at Je- 
ee rufalem, Luke xxiv. 44, 45, 40, 47. 

But many of theſe things were ſo very deep 
and myſterious, that even his own diſciples did 
not know the fpiritual meaning of them, till he 
opencd their underitandings, for there is a ſpirit 
(ſays Job) in men, and the inſpiration of the al- 
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mighty giveth them underſtanding, Job xxxii. 8. 


And the royal Pſalmiſt was ſo very ſenſible of it, 
that he frequently applies to God by humble 
prayer for underſtanding and illumination, open 
thou mine eyes (which muſt be the eyes 
of his intellectual faculties, for we never do read 
that he was deprived of the organs of his out- 
ward ſight) that I might behold the wond'rous 
things (ſays he) out of thy law, Pſ. cxix. 18. 
The meaning of which ejaculatory prayer is, that 
he deſireth God to enlighten his mind, by the 
glorious illumination of God's holy ſpirit, ſo that 
his ignorance and error be ſtifled in darkneſs, and 
that he might have a juſt idea of thoſe grand mar- 
velous depths of divine wiſdom and goodneſs, 
thoſe profound myſteries of the Mess1an, and 
of God's grace therein to mankind, and of that 
future and everlaſting ſtate which was mentioned 
in God's word, and which are not to be rightly 
known but by divine illumination : and in the 
144th verſe of the ſame Pſalm, holy David begs 
of God for underſtanding, that he might live. 


Now 


1 
Now this requeſt of his, cannot by any 


means be underſtood, as if he prayed for com- 


mon ſenſe or prudence, relating to worldly con- 


cerns. 

But it muſt be underſtood, that he prayed 
for ſupernatural underſtanding, ſuch as related 
to devine ſpiritual things, for ſince the fall of man 
his intellectual faculties have been viciated and 
depraved, through the ſin and corruption in ter- 
woven in his nature. 

Thus holy David acknowledges, „that he 
« was ſhapen in iniquity, and in fin did his mo- 
ether conceive him, Pf, li. 5. The whole head 
c js ſick, and the whole heart faint, from the ſole 
«© of the foot even to the head there is no ſoundneſs 
e init, but wounds and bruiſes and putrifying ſores, 
« Iſa. i. 6.” And who can bring a clean thing out 
of an unclean, holy Job declares, © no not one, 
« Job xiv. 4.” 

Therefore now mankind in their natural 
ſtate are ſpiritually dead, as thoſe dry bones in 
Ezekiel's prophecy were naturally dead, Ezek. 
XXXVii, 2, 3. till God put his ſpirit in them, 
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and then they lived, verſe 14. For the Lord 
hath poured out upon you the ſpirit of deep 
ſleep, and hath cloſed your eyes, the Prophets 
and your rulers, the ſcers hath he covered, 
and the viſion of all is become unto you as the 
words of a book that is ſealed, which men 
deliver to one that is learned, ſaying, read this 
I pray thee; and he faith, I cannot for it is 
ſealed : and the book is delivered to him that 
is not learned, ſaying, read this, I pray thee; 
and he faith, I am not learned. Wherefore 
the Lord ſaid, foraſmuch as this people draw 
near me with their mouth, and wit! their 
lips do honour me, but have removed their 
heart far from mc, and their fear towards me 1s 
taught by the precept of men; therefore be- 
hold, I will proceed to do a marvelcus work 
amongſt this people, even a marvelous work 
and a wonder; for the wiſdom of their wiſe 
men ſhall periſh, and the underſtanding of their 
prudent men ſhall be hid. Woe unto them 
that ſeek dee to hide their counſel from the 
Lord, and ther works are in the dark, and 
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they ſay who ſeeth us? and who knoweth us? 
Surely your turning of things upſide down 
ſhall be eſteem'd as the potter's clay; for ſhall 
the work ſay of him that made it, he made 
me not! or ſhall the thing framed ſay of him 
that framed it, he hath no underſtanding! Is 
it not yet a very little while, and Lebanon ſhall 
be turned into a fruitful feld, and the fruitful 
field ſhall be eſteemed as a forreſt! And in 
that day ſhall the deaf hear the words af the 
book, and the eyes of the blind ſhall fee out 
of obſcurity, and out of darkneſs. The meek 
alſo ſhall increaſe their joy in the Lord, and the 
poor among men ſhall rejoice in the holy one 
of Iſrael, Iſa. xxix, verſe 10, to the 20th. 


Therefore to mere profeſſors, inſincere per- 


ſons, who draw near to God with their mouth, 


and with their lips do honour him, but have re- 
moved their hearts from him, a veil ſhall be caſt 
upon the eyes of their minds; they ſhall give no 
evidence or proofs of their underſtanding or Wile 


dom, but their folly ſhall be made manifeſt. 
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Therefore to all ſuch perſons, the word of 
God is as a ſeal'd book, whether they have human 
learning or not. For tho' there is a ſpirit in man 
yet tis the inſpiration of the almighty only that 
giveth them underſtanding, Job xxxii. 8. © for 
the Lord God is a ſun and a ſhield, the Lord 
will give grace and glory ; no good thing will 
« he with-hold from them that walk uprightly, 
« Pf, Ixxxiv. 11. He giveth grace unto the lowly 
« Prov. iii. 34 Therefore will the Lord wait that 
« he may be gracious unto you, and therefore will 
« he be exalted that he may have mercy upon you, 
« forthe Lord is a God of judgment, bleſſed are 
« all they that wait for him, Iſa. xxx. 18. 

In order therefore to be endued with the grace 
of God, you muſt make uſe of the means God 
has in His infinite goodneſs appointed thereto ; 
that the word of God may be not any longer a 
ſeal'd book to you, but, that the dark veil be 
taken away, thatis, you muſt be of a meek, 
lowly, humble, flexible diſpoſition. For holy 
David declares, „ The meck will he guide in 
judgment and the meek will he teach his way. 


5 


L841 


te Pf. xxv. 9.” That is, the humble and low- 


ly, ſuch as meekly ſubmit themſelves and al] 
their concerns to be govern'd by the word of 
God, their thoughts to be directed by it, their 
underſtandings enlightened, and their wills to be 
influenced by it, for God cauſed judgment to be 
heard from Heaven; the earth fear'd and was 


fill, when God aroſe to judgment to fave all the 


meek upon earth. Pſ. Ixxvi. 8, 9. And the pro- 


phet Ifaiah foretels, that the Mress1an was 
anointed to preach good tidings to the meck. 
Ifaiah Ixi. 1, which implies negatively, that 
thoſe who are of a ſelf-conceited, ſclt-opinionated, 
haughty, proud, and of an obſtinate inflexible 
heart. It would be no good tidings to them, which 


was the reaſon the Phariſees and many others of 


the Jews rejected the bleſſed Jesus, and refuſed 
to learn of him who was meek and lowly, and 


came in an oppoſite way to that pomp and gran- 


dure which they expected he would appear in. 


I humbly beſecch you to liſten and hearken 


and obey the law and the teſtimony, fo as to be 
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[49 ] | 
prevailed on to believe in the Mass An, agreea- | 
ble to the Prophet's deſcriptions of him; for if | 
you do not, it is becauſe you are not willing to | 
hearken to the truth, by reaſon you haye no light 
in you ; however, I hope and pray that God will 


ſhortly take the dark veil of your ſtupid ignorance 


from you. And if you will render yourſelves pro- 


| per objects, you may be aſſured he will do it; and 


1 in order thereto be pleaſed ſeriouſly to conſider 
| that God promiſed to raiſe up a Prophet like unto 


j Moſes, Deut. xviii.15. And the holy ſcriptures do 
molt poſitively aſſure us, that Moſes was very 
meek above all men which were upon the face 
of the earth, Numb. xii. 3. Therefore don't 
let the meekneſs and humility of the bleſſed | E= 


| | sus diſcourage or prevent your believing in him, 
But on the contrary it ought to be a grand motive 
and incitement to your believing in him; for 
if you, in reality believed in Moſes and the Pro- 
phets, you would believe alſo in Inxsus of Naza- 
reth, that was crucified in the days of Herod with- 
out the gates of Jeruſalem; for they propheſied of 


| him ; you would then find it was abſolutely ne- 
{ | cetlary 
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ceſſary that every minute circumſtance, relating 


to the birth, life, death and reſurection of the 


bleſſed Jesvs, which is recorded by the four evan- 


geliſts, ſhould come to paſs, that all things might 
« be fulfilled which were written in the law of 


« Moſes, and in the Prophets, and in the Pſalms 


concerning him,” as he informed his diſciples 


juſt before he aſcended up into heaven, © but their 


e underſtandings were in darkneſs, till he opened 


them, that they might underſtand the ſcriptures, 


t Luke xxiv. 44, 45. 
Therefore with the utmoſt humility and ſin- 


cerity, earneſtly pray to God to enlighten your 


benighted underſtandings, and that he would 


teach you what you ſee not, and conſider that the 


very wiſeſt of all men, that ever was or will be, 


has declared that the heart of him that hath un- 


derſtanding ſeeketh knowledge, Prov. xv. 14. 


Conſequently if you have any right underſtandin 7 
you will with aſſiduity ſearch after and ſeek to know 


out of the holy ſcriptures, when the promiſed ſeed 
the Mgss1an, the CHRIST was to come, and 


whether 
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whether he is come or not, and what are the true 
ſigns marks and characters of his coming, written 
in the law of Moſes, in the Prophets, and in the 
Pſalms, concerning him. 

For certainly this knowledge is ſuperior to 
any other, (to all ſpeculative knowledge whatſoe- 
ver,) by reaſon that whoſoever will not hearken 
unto God's words, which he ſhall ſpeak in his 


name, God will require it of him, Deut. xvi. 


« for he is the Lord, and beſides him their 
ce is no ſaviour, Iſa. xliii. 11. 

Therefore be perſuaded in good earneſt to 
ſeek after this ſaviour ; conſider that he ſaid not 
unto the ſeed of Jacob, < ſeek ye me in vain, Iſa. 
« xlv. 19.” But if you will do it acceptably you 
muſt do it ſincerely, induſtriouſſy and fervently, 
above all other things; not with ſlothfulneſs, in- 
difterency and lukewarmneſs, but with great ap- 
plication and aſſiduity, with attention and dili- 
gence, for the royal Pſalmiſt pronounces thoſe 
only bleſſed, © thatfeek him with their whole heart, 


Pf. exix. 2.” And tis declared in holy writ, << be 


ce was 


1 

te was found of them that ſought him with their 
ce whole hearts, 2 Chron. xv. 15. Deut. iv. 29, 

Therefore it is not to be wondered at if you 
Jews, who are unbelievers in Chriſt, the true 
Mzess1Aan, who give yourſelves little or no concern 
relating to the predictions and promiſes of God, 
declared in Moſes, the Prophets and the Pfalms, 
ſhould continue unbelievers of the truth of his 
holy word, for the very way of the floathful is 
« a hedge of thorns, Prov. xv. 19. Fools hate 
% knowledge, and do not chooſe the fear of the 
* Lord, Prov. i. 29. They ſay to God depart 
« from us, for we deſire not the knowledge of 


cc His Ways, Job xxi. 14. The wicked through 
« the pride of his countenance will not ſeek after 


« God, God is not in all his thoughts, his ways 
&« are always grievous, his judgments are far above 
« out of his ſight, Pſ. x. 4 5. 

If you were thoroughly ſenſible of your own 


ignorance, you would think no pains too much for 


to ſearch out knowledge, for the heart of him that 
* hath underſtanding ſeeketh knowledge, Prov. 
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& xy. 14.” If you would be ſpiritually wiſe, | 


« ſeek ye the Lord while he may be found, call 
« ye upon him while he is near, Ita. Iv; 6.” Or 
te ever the ſilver cord be looſed, or the golden 
© bowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the 
te fountain, or the wheel be broken at the ciſtern, 
© then ſhall the duſt return to the earth as it was 
ce and the ſpirit ſhall return unto God that gave it. 
© Eccl.” Therefore to day while it is called to 
day, harden not your hearts, as your forefathers 
who provoked him to {wear they ſhould not en- 
ter into his reſt, 

If you are willing and deſirous not to provoke 
God, you will believe in his promiſes, and ſo- 
lemn oaths, who has made a covenant with his 
choſen, who has ſworn unto David his ſervant, 
e that his ſeed hewould eſtabliſh for ever, and build 
* up his throne to all generations, Pſ. 89. 34. That 
is, God will perpetuate the kingdom to David's 
poſterity, which was promiſed upon condition, 
and was literally and fully accomplithed in Chriſt, 


who was of the lineage and ſeed of David. 


The 


1 

The latter Jews have applied this prophecy to 
David's ſon king Solomon, and in a limited ſenſe 
*twas true, as Solomon was a type of him to come. 
But if you ſeriouſly conſider and weigh truth in 
the ſcale of reaſon; you will find it could not 
poſſibly be literally true of Solomon, by reaſon 
his earthly kingdom was deſtroyed and ſeperated 
by jereboam. Therefore common ſenſe muſt 
tell you it was to be a ſpiritual king which ſhould 
ſpring out of David's ſeed, and the Holy Ghoſt 
has declared the decree. © The Lord hath ſaid 
e unto me, thou art my ſon this day have I begot- 
e ten thee; aſk me and I will give the heathen for 
e thine inheritance, and the uttermoſt part of the 
* earth for thy poſſeſſion, Pf, ii. 7, 8, from 
which declaration of the Holy Ghoſt, by David, 


it clearly and moſt evidently appears it could not 


be meant Solomon, for it was never fulfilled in 
Solomon, neither in any, other temporal prince 
whatever ; but to put it farther out of doubt, be 


pleaſed to turn to the Ixx11 Pf. ver. 8. where the 


Holy Ghoſt alſo declares by David, that he ſhall 


have dominion alſo from ſea to ſea, and from ths 


river 
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river unto the ends of the earth. And in verſe 
the 11th, it is alfo abſolutely declared, that all 
kings ſhall fall down before him, all nations ſhall 
ſerve him. What is recorded of Solomon in the 
1 of Kings, iv. 21. That he reigned over all 
kingdoms, from the river unto the land of the 
Philiſtians, and unto the border of Egypt, does 
not fulfil this prediction ; by reaſon all kings 
were to fall down, all nations were to ſerve this 
prince. Therefore theſe expreſſions are unlimit- 
ed and univerſal, and beſides his name was to en- 
dure for ever, it was to be continued as long as 
the ſun and moon endured, to all generations, 
All mankind were to be bleſſed in him, all na- 
tions were to call him bleſſed, Pf. Ixxv. 17. 
Therefore now then, theſe predictions and 
declarations could not poſſibly belong to Solomon, 
becauſe he ſtained the glory of his reign in the 
latter end of it, by luxury, oppreſſion and idol- 
atry ; therefore his name could not continue righ- 
teous as long as the ſun, neither could all nations 


call him bleſſed, therefore this holy ſeed which 
was promiſed to be roſe up to David, and which 


Was 


* 
was to be eſtabliſhed for ever, could not poſſibly 
be any other but the Mess1an. 

Jeremiah the prophet, four hundred years 
after the death of king David, propheſied of this 
holy ſeed which was to be raiſed up to him, which 
puts it out of all queſtion that Solomon was not 
to be that holy ſeed, but only a type as ſpecefied 
in the lxxii Pſalm. For in the xxiii of Jere- 
miah, and 6th, it is foretold, “ that in his days 
„Judah ſhall be ſaved, and Ifrael ſhall dwell 
« ſafely, and this is the name whereby he ſhall 
debe called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 
That is, during his kingdom is a ſpiritual king— 
dom, or an everlaſting kingdom. 

The people of God typified by Judah and 
Iſrael, is the ſpiritual Iſrael of God. Thoſe that 
are real Jews, Iſraelites indeed; the ſpiritual Iſ- 
rael of God; ſhall be ſaved with a ſpiritual falva- 


tion, for which very reaſon the angel of God fore- 


told to Joſeph, and ordered him to name him Je- 


ſus, becauſe he was come to fave the people from 
their ſins, Matt. i. 21. Therefore thoſe that be- 
lieve on him were to call him Tye Lord ouR 
RIGHTEQUSNESS ; or that, wherein they ſhould 
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at the grand and awful day of Judgment ſtand 
before God as juſtified. Thus he was to bring 
in everlaſting righteouſneſs, agreeable to the 
prophecy of Daniel, chap. ix. and ver. 24.. Be 
pleaſed likewiſe to turn to the xxxivth chap. verſe 
23. of the prophet Ezekiel, wherein he propheſies 
* that God will ſet up a ſhepherd over them, and 
* he ſhall feed them, even my ſervant David.” 

This prophecy alſo was four hundred years 
after the death of David ; therefore this muſt be 
predicted of the MEss1an, he being the only 
great and gocd ſhepherd, that laid down his life 
for his ſheep; he gives them the belt, the moſt 
wholeſome and ſeaſonable food in abundance, he 
ſhall govern them with righteouſneſs and equity. 

MzEss1An, of the ſeed of David, the cho- 
ſen one, who was typified in David, and in ſeve- 
ral places of holy writ called by his name. But 
« they ſhall ſerve the Lord their God, and David 
« their king, whom I will raiſe up unto them. 
« Jer. xxx. 9. For the children of Iſrael ſhall a- 
« bide many days without a king, and without a 


« prince, and without a ſacrifice, and without an 
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e image, and without an ephod, and without te- 
* raphim. Afterward ſhall the children of Iſrael 
© return and ſeek the Lord their God, and David 
« their king, and ſhall fear the Lord and his 
* goodneſs in the latter days. Hoſea iii. 4, f. 

Therefore you know this prophecy is lite- 
rally fulfilled, in that you have been many years 
without a king and without a prince, and with- 
out a ſacrifice. And I pray God that he would 
haſten the time of the latter part of this prophecy 
that you would return and ſeck the Lord your 
God, and David, the ſpiritual king, the Mes- 
SIAH, By 

In order thereto, let me beſeech you to exa- 
mine the evangeliſt St. Matthews goſpel, chap. 1. 
which gives an account of the genealogy of the 


Messian, the CRIST of Gop, as follows; the 


ebook of the generation of IExsus CHRIST, the 


* fon of David, the fon of Abraham.” This is 
his pedigree according to the fleſh, the ſon of 
David the ſon of Abraham. It is very probable 
the reaſon David is named before Abraham was, 
David's being a king, which A the moſt emi- 
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nent type of Cukisr, whom you Jews, or at 
leaſt ſome of you, to this day do vainly imagine 
that the ſon of David ſhould reign over them, 
and that they ſhould enjoy a temporal kingdom 
by him. 

But I pray that your prejudices and obſtina- 
cy may be ſoon removed by almighty God who 
only can do it, by opening your underſtandings 
to underſtand the ſcriptures, which now have a 
veil before them, through your prejudices and ob- 
ſtinacy. For the Mrss14n's kingdom is not of 
this world (as he told Pilot who condemned 
him,) © if it was then would his ſervants fight 
* for him, John xvii. 36. No, no, “ his king- 
* dom is an everlaſting kingdom, and his righte- 
* ouſneſs endureth throughout all generations, Pf. 
« cxlv. 13. How great are his ſigns! and how 
« mighty are his wonders! his kingdom is an ever- 
« laſting kingdom, and his dominion is from gene- 
« ration to generation. Dan. iv. 3. And the king- 
* dom and dominion, and the greatnefs of the 
kingdom under the whole heaven, ſhall be given 
«* to the people of the ſaints of the moſt high, 

whote 
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« whoſe kingdom is an everlaſting kingdom, and 


* all dominions ſhall ſerve and obey him. Dan. 
© vii. 27.” Therefore does not the abſurdity of 
the MxssrAn's temporal kingdom appear, which 
you ridiculouſly pretend to expect; and does not 
the Mess1Aan's ſpiritual kingdom evidently appear 
from theſe propheſies, and ſhine forth conſpicu- 
oully as we have obſerved before? 

Jacob propheſied “ that the ſcepter ſhould 
* not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from 
« between his feet, untill Shiloh come, and unto 
* him ſhall the gathering of the people be. Gen, 
ce xlix. 10. Therefore, by the ſcepter and law- 
giver muſt be meant different governments, one 
being the mark of royal power or ſovereignity, 
the other the power that ſucceeded that of their 
kings, in the perſon Zerubbabel and his ſucceſſors, 
therefore this is that which ſhould not depart from 
Judah, till Shiloh or the Mess1an ſhould come. 

This prophecy does not concern the perſon 


of Judah, by reaſon he never aſcended the throne, 


neither poſſeſſed the empire over his brethren; nei- 
F ther 
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1 
ther doth it reſpect his poſterity as a tribe diſtin- 
guiſhed from the reſt, although it had ſpecial ad- | 


vantages from that time. But the glory of his 


-- 


ſcepter was loſt in the perſon of Zedekiah. 


Therefore the full import of the prophecy | 
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relates to the people of Iſrael, in the relation that 
they had to the tribe of Judah; for that tribe a- 
lone returned intire from their captivity, with 
ſome relicks of the tribe of Levi and Benjamin, 
ſo that the nation from that time was diſtinguiſh- 
ed by the title of the Jews, in relation to it, and 
the right to diſpoſe of the ſcepter was always in 
the tribe of Judah, for the Levites that ruled 


after that time, received their power from 
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them; ſo that the true meaning of the prophecy 


is, that after the eſtabliſhment of the ſupreme 


| power in the family of Judah, it ſhould not pals | | 
into the hands of ſtrangers, but as a certain pre- 


ſage and immediate forerunner and coming of 


Shiloh; and this was completely accompliſhed ; 
| for in the captivity there was an interruption, ra- 


ther than an extinction in this government, their 


return 
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return was promiſed at the time they were carried 
captives to Babylon; but at the coming of the 
Mrss1an, the ChRISsT of God, Judah was a 
province of the Roman empire, Herod was an 
Edomite, who ſat on the throne, and as the tribe 
of Judah in general, ſo the family of David in 
particular was in ſuch a low ſtate, that Joſeph 
and Mary were both deſcended from him, who 

was conſtrained to lye in a ſtable at Bethlem. 
Joſephus, your own hiſtorian, gives us an 
account that the power of their king was ſubject 
to the council ; and therefore one of them ad- 
drefling his ſpeech to that council, where alſo 
the king himſelf was preſent, firſt pays his com- 
pliments to the ſenators, then to the king; and 
that the power of making war or peace was 
veſted in the council, and that Herod was tried 
for his life by it. If you anſwer and ſay, that 
the evangeliſt John declares that the power of 
this couucil was partly taken away, John viii. 
31. which you Jews acknowledge, and that the 
ſcepter of Judah was in the hands of the Ro- 
mans, and by them given to king Herod, who 
F 4 was 
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was not a Jew, but was an Edomite ; and this 
before the coming of the Mxss1an, you mult 
conſider this was but a very ſew years before the 
coming of CuRISTH, even at or about his coming 
and therefore with propriety, in the prophetical 
ſtile, he might be ſaid to be come, for in the lan- 
guage of prophecy, it is very common to ſay 
things were done which were very near doing: 
It is evident that the Jewiſh ſenators a long time 
{ſtruggled with Herod about the government, who 
did not actually yield it up to him till his laſt year, 
when they bound themſelves in an oath to be true 
to him, which was after CHRIST was born: nei- 
ther was the ſcepter then totally gone from them, 
for that council had ſtill the power both of civil 
and eccleſiaſtical affairs, which is agreeable to the 
evangeliſt John's declaration, whom you muſt ac- 
knowledge that we have no reaſon to believe but 
that he was an impartial hiſtorian, John xviii. 31. 
Therefore if the ſcepter was gone, the law- 
giver was not; neither was their government or 
commen-wealth utterly deſtroyed, till the deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem by Titus: and therefore the 


meaning 
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meaning of this part of Jacob's prophecy (the 


ſcepter will not depart till the Shiloh come) and 


untill (which word untill is repeated out of the 


former part, which is very uſual in ſcripture) the 
gathering of the people be to him, that is not 
till ſome of the Gentiles be converted and brought 
to CuR1sT, which St. Paul fulfilled, by his 
going from Jeruſalem to Illyricum, and propaga- 
ting and preaching the goſpel there; for the faith 
of the Romans, was, we hear, ſpoken of through- 
out the whole world, Rom. i. 8. Col. i. 24. 
which goſpel was preached to every creature un- 
der heaven; that is to loſt mankind, to ſome of 
all ſorts, not in Judea only, but among the gen- 
tiles alſo, to every human creature, no perſon or 
nation excepted, 


Therefore then, the bleſſed Jeſus's words 


became literally true, Matt. xxiv. 14. That is, 


his goſpel was to be preached and publiſhed to 
the whole world. Ne 

The Jewiſh government was quite extinct, 
for you know it is very evident and a real matter 
of fact, that ſince Jeſus of Nazareth appeared in 
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the world, that you Jews have loſt all manner of 


authority, either religious or civil, and for the 


moſt part are become vagabonds, ſcattered up 
and down the world, having no manner of pow- 
er or authority in any nation whatſoever, and has 
continued ſo ever ſince the deſtruction of your 
temple, and the city of Jeruſalem, by Titus; 
which is now upwards of ſeventeen hundred 
years ; about which time it was generally agreed 
on by all hiſtorians, there was a general expecta- 
tion of the Mr ss1an by all the Jews, and by the 
concurrence of all hiſtorians, the Mrss1An, the 
CuRr1sT of God, Jesvs of Nazareth, was born 
in the forty ſecond year of Cæſar Auguſtus the 
Roman emperor, and about fifteen years before 
his death, and in the thirty third year of the 
reign of Herod king of Judea, and from the 
creation of the world about four thouſand years, 

The Aſſyrians, Perſians, and Grecians, the 
three monarchies of the world were come to an 
end, and the Roman; which was greater than all 
the former, juſt began, agreeable to the prophe- 
ey of Daniel, five hundred years before Auguſ- 
tus 3 
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tus; who, after five civil wars (in which was 
great bloodſhed and deveſtations in the world) 
reigned in peace many years, in token of univer- 
ſal peace all over the world; the temple of Janus 
was ſhut, which was ſo but twice before, ſince 
the building of Rome; and about the nativity of 
the MsslAk, Jesus of Nazareth, there con- 
curred ſo many demonſtrablecircumſtances, which 
if you Jews were not obſtinate to the laſt degree 
and did not ſhut your eyes, leaſt you ſhould ſee 
as muſt convince you of the abſolute neceſſity, 


and truth of his being long ſince come ; ſuch as 


the general peace of the Roman empire, the ex- 


piration of the line of Judah. 

The next fulfillment of the time of his 
coming declared and propheſied of by Daniel, the 
general expectation of the Jevrs, of à temporal 
king to be born, the diſperſing of the Jews all 
over the world, without temple, law, ſacrifice or 
prophet, or promiſe for their redemption, which 
never once happened before in all their captivity, 


before the death of CHRIS at whoſe crucifixion 


the 
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the ſun was eclipſed, and darkneſs over-ſpread 
the whole earth from twelve at noon-day to 
three in the afternoon, at which hour the 
bleſſed Jeſus cried out, Eli, Eli, lama ſabacthani, 
that is to ſay, my God, my God, why haſt thou 
forſaken me; agreeable to the prophecy of the 
royal Pſalmiſt, Pſ. xxii. 1. © The veil of the 
ce temple renting from the top to the bottom, the 
« earth quaking, and the rocks renting, and the 
* graves were opened, and many bodies of ſaints 
« which flept aroſe, and came out of their graves 
* at his reſurection, and went into the holy city, 
© and appeared unto many, Matt. xxvii. 45 to 54. 
Theſe grand prodigies commanding univerſal na- 
ture to be aftrighted, ſo as to act contrary to, and 
diametrically oppoſite to their uſual courſes, at 
this maſt horrible criſis, actually beſpoke his di- 
vinity. 

The royal Pſalmiſt declares, © at the preſence 
« of God, the heavens dropt, and the earth ſhook, 
« Pf, Ixviii. 8.” And the prophet Joel foretold 
that “ the earth ſhall quake, the heavens ſhall 


* tremble 


e 
tt tremble, the ſun and the moon ſhall be dark, 
* and the ſtars withdraw their ſhining at his pre- 


*« ſence, Joel ii. 10. 

Now if theſe things had not come to paſs at 
the crucifixion of the bleſſed Jeſus, as the evan- 
geliſt records, you muſt neceſſarily have had ſome 
hiſtorian or other to have contradicted it, becauſe 


it is an appeal to the whole world for the truth of 
it. 


Therefore let me beſeech you not to be obſti- 
nate any longer in an affair of ſuch great yea in- 
finite importance as that is, and which is ſo ap- 
parently true, that the whole world cannot diſ- 
prove, but even its enemies muſt acknowledge the | 
matter of fact. | 

Therefore I ſay be no longer faithleſs but 
believing, and diligently compare the dreadful 


concomitant circumſtances that immediately fol- 
lowed the crucifixion of the bleſſed IEsus, pro- 
phetically forctold of him by David, Joel, and 
Nahum, the prophets of God, Pf. xvili. 6 to 10. 
Joel iii. 15, 16, 17. Nahum i. 6. And conſider 


fot of. Ac near et en er art 


how literally true all that came to paſs after bis 
| death, 
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death, which he had foretold his diſciples of, 
Mark xiii. 2. (when they made ſuch a great won- 
der at the building of the temple) ſaying, there 
ſhall not be left one ſtone upon another that ſhall 
not be thrown down, which was exactly fulfilled 
about forty years after Chriſt's death, when Titus 
the Roman emperor taking Jeruſalem, com- 
manded his ſoldiers to ſpare the temple, when 
they entered the city ; but they in their rage burnt 
that part of it which was of a combuſtible na- 
ture : and Turnus Rufus, a general of his army 
ploughed up the very foundation on which the 
temple ſtood. Thus Micah, the Moraſthite's pro- 
phecy was literally fulfilled. Zion ſhall be 
* ploughed as a field, and Jeruſalem ſhall be- 
* come a heap, Jer. xxvi. 18. Micha iii. 12. And 
after this, (Allipius, by the command of Julian 
the apoſtate, who attempted the building of it, 
with the help of the Jews) a ball or globe of 
fire roſe up from the foundations, and deſtroyed 
many of the workmen, and made the place im- 
practicable for their ever after making ſuch wick- 
ed attempts, 
Mark 
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Mark well the prophets Iſaiah and Micah's 
propheſies of the Mess1Aan, relating to the cir- 
cumſtance of his place of Nativity, and the mira- 
culous manner of his birth, Mich. v. 2. But 
thou Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou art 
little among the thouſands of Judah, yet out 
e of thee ſhall come forth unto me one that is a 
% ruler in Iſrael, whoſe goings forth hath been 
“ from of old, from everlaſting. 

Therefore ſee the completion literally fulfil- 
filled, as recorded by St. Matt. ii. 6, and by St. 
Luke ii. 4, and 7. fulfilling alſo the propheſies of 
Hoſea and Iſaiah, © that he was to be called out 
« of Egypt, and born of a virgin; when Iſrael 
« was a Child, then I loved him, and called my 
« ſon out of Egypt, Hoſea xi. 1. Therefore the 
Lord himſelf ſhall give you a ſign, © behold a vir- 
« gin ſhall conceive, and bear a ſon, and ſhall 
« call his name Immanuel, Iſa. vii. 14. which 
ſignifies God with us, God dwelling among us 
in our nature. 

Examine the firſt chapter both of St Matthew's 
and St Lukes goſpel, and you will find theſe won- 


der- 
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derful propheſies literally fulfilled ; alſo examine 


Iſaiah's and Malichi's prophecy, © that God would 
« ſend a meſſenger to prepare the way for the Mxs- 
* SIAH, crying inthe wilderneſs, prepare ye the way 
of the Lord, make ſtraight in the deſart a high- 
* way for our God, for he whom ye ſeek ſhall 
* ſuddenly come, even the meſſenger of the co- 
* venant whom ye delight in, behold he ſhall 
come with the Lord of Hoſts. Iſa. xl. 3. Mal. 
ut 1. which was literally fulfilled as you will find 
by examination of the third chapter of St Matt, 
and the firſt chapter of St Mark. 

The bleſſed Jeſus fulfilled Ifaiah's prophecy 
by firſt preaching the goſpel of repentance in Ga- 
lilee, to thoſe-who fat before in great darkneſs, 
were to ſee a great light. Iſa. ix. 1 2. Examine 
the fourth chapter of St Matthew's goſpel, and 
you will find this prophecy exactly fulfilled verſe 
13to 17, Likewiſe Ifaiah's propheſies being alſo 
literally fulfilled, in his miraculouſly opening the 
eyes of the blind, and the ears of the deaf, and 
making the lame to walk and leap, and the dumb 
to ſpeak and praiſe God. Iſa. xxxv. 5 6. com- 
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pared with Matt. iv. 23. and chap. xi. 5. And if 
you will carefully examine the whole goſpels 
throughout, you'll frequently find what irrational 
and wicked conſtructions your perverſe obſtinate 
countrymen put on his divine miraculous works, 
and who were even ſo diabolical and malicious as 
to caſt the moſt odious reflections on his moſt be- 
neficial acts of kindneſs and real goodneſs and 
tender compaſſion to mankind; for they were 
determined to ſhut their eyes, and turn a deaf 
ear to every thing that he did, and that was va- 
luable and godlike, though the works he per- 
formed bore witneſs of him, who fufilled Iſaiah's 
prophecy, © ſeeing, they would not ſee, hearing 
they would not hear, neither underſtand. Ia. vi. 
9, 10. compare with Matt. xui. 14,15. Examine alſo 
the li chap. of Iſaiah, and thoroughly conſider 
whether you have not the greateſt reaſon to be- 
lieve that the Mrsslan was to come in this 
world, to know. and undergo great difficulties 
and troubles, ſorrows and death itſelf, inſtead of 
temporal ſplendor and princely grandeur to be 
deſpiſed of men, a man of forrows and acquaint- 
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ed with grief, in the greateſt extremity, compare 
Ifaiah Iii. 26. with Matt. xxvi. 38. and the xxvii. 
Matt. and Luke xxii. 44. 
As to the time of the Mrssran's coming 
into the world, it is very obvious that he came 
before the ſecond temple was demoliſhed, which 
was at Jeruſalem, built by Zerubbabel and Joſh- 
ua, into which temple Malachi propheſied he 
ſhould enter. Mal. iii. 1. which was fulfilled, 
when good old Simeon was led by the ſpirit of 
God into the temple, and faw the Mrss1an 
there, and took him up in his arms, bleſſing 


him, ſaying, now let thy ſervant depart in peace 


according to thy word, for mine eyes have 


« ſeen thy falvation, which thou haſt prepared 
before the face of all people, a light to lighten 
« the Gentiles, and the glory of thy e It- 
« rael, Luke ii. 25 to 33. 

Ia the temple he diſputed with the Doctors, 
to their great aſtoniſhment, at his extraord:nary 


wiſdom and underſtanding, Luke ii. 46, 47. In 


the temple he likewiſe caſt out all thoſe that de- 


filed it, by making of it a place of trafic, caſt- 
6. 1 
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e ing out all thoſe that bought and ſold, over- 
„ throwing the tables of the money changers, 
and the ſeats of them that fold doves, ſaying 
« to them, it is written, my houſe ſhall be 
called the houſe of praycr, but ye have 
* made it a den of thieves, Matt. »xi. 12, 13.” 
compared with Iſa. Ivi. 7. and Jer. vii. 11. The 
bleſſed Jeſus inſtructed the people daily in the 
temple, Luke xix. 47. By mcans of whoſe per- 
ſon, wiſdom and inſtructions the glory of the ſe- 
cond temple was much greater than the glory of 
the firſt, ſo fulfilling Haggai's prophecy, © wat 
it would be greater. Hag. ii. . 

What Almighty God accounts glory, is in- 
finitely ſuperior to ſilver and gold. 

The Mess1Aan, the Cuklsr, God- man in- 
expreſſibly exceeded Solomon in all his tinſel 
magnificence, and when compared with Deity, 
Solomon's glory was nothing worth; and his righ- 
teous precepts are much more valuable than all 
the coſtly ſacrifices under the Jewiſh law. 

It was evident there was but two temples by 
God's appointment, and into the latter of theſe 
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the MrssiAn was perſonally to come, Mal. iil. 
1, Therefore all the religious Jews, who lived 
and died before the ſecond temple was deſtroyed, 
did both believe and acknowledge that the Mx s- 
all would come, while that houſe was in 
being. | 

Both profane and ſacred hiſtory aſſures man- 
kind, that JEsus came before the latter temple 
was deftroyed, which is now upwards of ſeven- 
teen hundred years, and will you not believe he is 
come yet? O ſtupid hardened obſtinacy, 

God grant that the eyes of your underſtand- 
ings may be opened, that you may ſee the things 
that belong to your everlaſting peace before they 
are forever hid from your eyes. | 

Your Talmud acknowledges that all the pro- 

pheſies of the holy prophets, relating to the Mzs- 
S1an, the CyuRisT of God, and in particular, 
that prophecy of ſeventy weeks being determined 
for his coming; Dane ix. 24, 25, 26. which was 


the principle ground-work and authority the Jew- 


Mh rabbis built their faith on, as to the time of 
his 


a . 

his coming; for Nehumas, one of the aforeſaid 
rabbies declared, that about fifty years before 
Chriſt, that it was impoſſible for the coming of 
the MEsS1An to be deferred beyond fifty years. 

There is an ancient and general tradition of 
the Jews, from the ſchool of Elias, that at the 
end of the ſecond two thouſand years of the cre- 
ation of the world, .the-Mrss1an ſhould come, 
which calculation appears to be the interpretation 
of Daniel's ſeventy weeks. 

Joſephus, not only foretells things, as other 
prophets did, but likewiſe determined the time 
when they ſhould come to pals. 

Therefore, as there is now upwards of ſe- 
venteen hundred and fifty eight years expired ſince 
the general interpretation of time fixed by Daniel 
for the Mgss1an's coming, If you Jews are any 
ways inclined or diſpoſed to believe the truth in 
the love of it; you might, nay would be con- 
vinced in your own mind that he was come, or 
never would come. 

Therefore if you have any value for your 
precious immortal fouls, don't deny the truth, 
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and fo become worſe than infidels : I have heard 


many of you fay, that you expected the Mrss1- 


AH yet to come, but could give me no manner 


of reaſon for the foundation of ſuch a belief, than 


that it was the general opinion of your fort of 


people; and that you did not trouble yourſelves 
to enquire or look after religion, having worldly 
affairs to mind, of greater conſequence. 

This was the ſtupid anſwer I had from ma- 
ny of your people, as I have obſerved before. 
But remember, that Solomon, whom you all ac- 
knowledge was divinely inſpired, poſitively de- 
Cares, © that the heart of him that hath under- 
+ ftanding, ſeeketh knowledge, but the mouth 
Jof fools feedeth on fooliſhneſs. Prov. xv. 14. 
« Therefore how long ye ſimple ones will ye love 
« ſimplicity ? and the corners delight in their 
« ſcorning, and fools hate knowledge? Prov. i, 
. Fa 

Tou have no underſtanding or knowledge 
to any valuable purpoſe, if you rely only on the 
faith of your predeceſſors, without you take 


pains 


87.1 
pains to examine the holy ſcriptures yourſelves, in 
order that your belief in them and underſtand- 
ing of them may be built on a rational founda- 
tion. 

Conſider, reflect ſeriouſſy and well weigh St 
Paul's excellent precaution to the Athenians, a- 
gainſt ignorance ; and his weighty and cogent 
argument to repentance, and to a belief in Chriſt 
which is recorded in Acts xvii. zo, 31. 

« The times of ignorance God winked at, but 
* now commandeth all men every where to 
e repent, becauſe he hath appointed a day, in the 
« which he will judge the world in righteouſneſs, 
te by that man whom he ordained; whereof he 
« hath given aſſurance unto all men, in that he 
ce hath raiſed him from the dead. 

Now this implies that the times of Pagan- 
iſm were the times of i ignorance; and that it was 
a great unhappineſs to live in ſuch times, and 
therefore God in his infinite good n. ſs and com- 
paſſion overlooked many fins and follies of ſuch 


in : but now as the glorious goſpel of Chriſt 
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1 
is publiſhed to the world, and God has et, as it 
were the broad ſeal of heaven to the truth of it, 
by raiſing CHR1sT from the dead, it was not to be 
overlooked or forgiven if they did not repent and 
believe the goſpel. 

Thereſore if it was inexcuſable in them, 
how much more ſo in you who have had Moſes 
and the prophets to lead and inſtruct you, and in 
the belief of the MssrAu ; the bleſſed JEsus 
who fulfilled all their predictions relating to him- 
ſelf in every minute circumſtance from his birth 
to his aſſention to heaven. 

That the Mrss1an was to ſuffer and die for 
ſinners, and to rife again from the dead ſoon after, 
and to aſcend to heaven, was foretold by the holy 
prophets whom you profeſs to believe in, turn to 
PC. xvi. 10. and Iſa. Iii. 8 to the end. 
phat he did actually riſe from the dead, Jo- 
ſephus your own hiſtorian, as well as the honeſt 
diſintereſted evangeliſts informs you, the latter of 
whom ſealed the truth of it by the loſs of their 


precious lives, and ſubmitted themſelves to be 


rack'd 
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rack'd and tortured, beheaded and gibbeted, and 
underwent the moſt cruel of deaths, from diabo- 
lical tyrants, in confirmation and eſtabliſhing the 
truth of it ; therefore be not faithleſs but be- 
lieving. 

Joſephus, your own hiſtorian informs you, 
that in the days of Pilate, governor of Judea ; 
there was one Jeſus, a wiſe man, (if it be lawful 
to call him a man) and that he was the performer 
of divers admirable works, and the inſtructor of 
thoſe who willingly enteftained the truth, and 
drew unto him divers Jews and Greeks to be his 
followers : this was Chriſt, who being accuſed by 
the princes of our nation before Pilate, and aſter- 
wards condemned to die on the croſs by him ; 
yet did not thoſe who followed him from the be- 
ginning forbear to love him, notwithſtanding 
the ignominy of his death, for he appeared unto 
them alive the third day after, according as the 
divine prophets had before teſtified the ſame, as 
alſo divers other wonderful things of him; and 
from that time forward the race of chriſtians, 

who 
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„ 
who have derived their name from Chriſt hath 
never ceaſed.* 

Pleaſe to conſider this, that your own hiſto- 
rian could not poſſibly have any ſiniſter ſort of ad- 
vantages or ends to anſwer in recording this nar- 
rative; but as an honeſt impartial hiſtorian he 
was not willing to omit any remarkable facts in 
his hiſtory, 

Therefore, now it is manifeſt from your 
own Jewiſh records, that there was ſuch a perſon 
as Jeſus, whom the Chriſtians call Chriſt, in the 
days of Pilate, governor of Judea ; and that Jo- 
ſephus, your own hiſtorian, had a ſcruple of con- 
ſcience, whether it was lawful to call him a mere 
man, but ſeemed rather inclined to believe he 
was endued with a ſoul ſuperior to a man, which 
muſt be Deity itſelf ; or that of the angelic order, 
by reaſon that he performed many admirable mi- 


racles, and was ſentenced to death by Pilate, and 


that he roſe again the third day, and appeared to 


* Joſephus 18th book of the antiquities of the Jaws. 
chap. iv. page 46s. | 
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his diſciples, according as the divine prophets had 


foretold of him in the old diſpenſation, which 
you acknowledge to believe. And from the time 
of his reſurrection, the race of chriſtians took 


their name from him, as he was called Chriſt, 


- which never ceaſed. 


Therefore when you compare this your own 
hiſtory, with the four Evangeliſts, you muſt be 
either madmen, or which is worſe, wilful har- 
dened, wicked, obſtinate wretches. If you do 
not believe the facts which Joſephus records of 
Jeſus, as above, he being a Jew, conſequently a 
diſintereſted perſon. | 

This confirms the four evangeliſts teſtimo- 
nies of theſe facts, who were eye and ear wit- 
neſſes to the truth of them, and diſintereſted 
perſons alſo, who wrote the goſpel of the bleſſed 
Jeſus; and ſo could not, did not propoſe any 
worldly advantage, cither in embracing or preach- 
ing or publiſhing of it to the world ; and who 
were all honeſt-hearted, ſimple, harmleſs men, 
choſe by Jeſus himſelf, who told them they muſt 
forſake all worldly views and advantages whatſo- 


ever 
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ever, if they would become his diſciples and 
follow him. They were alſo to have a contempt 
of riches and pleaſures, and expect in this world 
nothing but perſecution and trouble, ſtripes and 
impriſonments, yea death, the king of terrors, 
to baniſh them to an unknown eternity. Such 
perſans the evangeliſts were, and actually con- 
temned the world, and underwent with great 
magnanimity of ſoul the hardſhips above men- 
tioned, and rejoiced that they were thought wor- 
thy of ſigning and ſealing to the truth of their 
profeſſion with their blood, which was the fuleſt 
and ſureſt proof they could give of their ſince- 
rity. 

Surely theſe circumſtances thoroughly conſi- 
Qered, and well weighed in the ſcale of difinter- 
eſted unprejudiced reaſon, would be ſufficient ar- 
guments for every honeſt well diſpoſed mind 
intirely to eradicate that bitter, deep-rooted, poi- 
{nous weed of incredulity.. _ 

Sd grant they may have this moſt deſirea- 
ble effect —And if fo, you will find the records 


Gt 


1 


of Joſephus and the Evangeliſts, relating to the 
bleſſed Jesvs, to the fulfilment of thoſe prophe- 
ſies, and the predictions of Moſes and the oy 
prophets concerning him to be true. 


Theſe are the external evidences of the truth 


of each gracious diſpenſation, both that of the 


law and goſpel, which is ſo unanimouſly connect- 
ed by the good providence of God, that all the 
obſtinacy and wickedneſs of mankind, or all the 
malice or rage of devils, is not able to reſiſt the 
truth of it, ſo as to invalidate or evade the force 
and power of it. 

Therefore the bleſſed Jeſus in anſwer to Pe- 
ter's anon of him, that he was the Chriſt, 
the ſon of the living God; told him that the gates 


of hell ſhould not prevail againſt the truth of it, 


Matt. xvi. 16, and 18. 
If you are indifferent and unconcerned about 
this momentous affair, after you have heard it has 


been ſo evidently and inconteſtably manifeſted 


to you by the word of God, both out of the old 
and new diſpenſation, corroborated too by your 


own hiſtorian, | 
| What 


| 
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What can you expect, but that the devil will 
take away the word out of your hearts, leaſt you 


ſhould believe and be ſaved, Luke viii. 12. For 


he is a moſt implacable malicious enemy to all 


the poſterity of Adam; and as a roaring lion 


walketh about, ſeeking whom he may devour, 
« 1 Peter v. 8. God is not a man that he ſhould 
<« le, neither the ſon of man that he ſhould re- 
ec pent : hath he ſaid, and ſhall he not do it? or 
« hath ſpoken, and ſhall he not make it good? 
% Numb. xxiii. 19. 

God hath ſwore by himſelf (becauſe he could 
« ſwear by no greater) that in Abraham's ſeed 
„ ſhall all the nations of the earth be bleſſed, 


©« Gen, XX, 16 and 18. 


O falices nos ! quirum cauſa Deus jurat 


O miſeri nos fi nen juranti credamus, 


O happy man for whoſe ſake God condeſcends 
to ſwear, 

O miſerable man that doubts of God's pro- 
miſe confirmed by oath. 
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© gting forth the blind people that have 


eyes, and the deaf that hath ears, let all the 


nations be gathered together, aud let the peo- 


ple be afſembled : who among them can de- 
clare this, and ſhew us former things? let 
them bring forth their witneſſes, that they may 
be juſtified ; or let them hear, and fay it is 
truth. Ye are my witneſſes ſaith the Lord, 
and my ſervants whom J have choſen ; that ye 
may know and believe me, and underſtand 
that I am he, before me there was no God 
formed, neither ſhall there be after me. I 
even I am the Lord, and beſides me there is 
no ſaviour. Iſa. xliii. 8, 9, 10, 11. Look unto 
me and be ſaved all ye ends of the earth, for 
I am God, and there is none elſe. I have 
ſworn by myſelf, the word is gone out of my 
mouth in righteouſneſs and ſhall not return; 
that unto me every knee ſhall bow, every 
tongue ſhall ſwear, ſurely ſhall one ſay, in the 
Lord havel righteouſneſs and ſtrength, evea to 
him ſhall men come; and all that are incen- 


{ed avainſt him {ha'l be aſhamed. In the Lord 


« ſhall 
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11 
e ſhall all the ſeed of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſhall 
« glory. Ifa. xlv. 22, to the end. Then will I 


« fprinkle clean water upon you, and you ſhall 
ebe clean from all your filthineſs and from all 
« your idols will I cleanſe you; a new heart alſo 
« will I give you, and a new ſpirit will I put 
« within you; and I will take away the ſtony 
« heart out of your fleſh, and I will give you an 
« heart of fleſh, and I will put my ſpirit within 
„ you, and cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes, 
* and ye ſhall keep my judgments and do them. 
* Ezek. xxxvi. 2 5, 20, 27. 

Theſe propheſies directly point out the Mxs- 
SIAH moſt graciouſly manifeſting to us his nature, 
his office, his will, „and this is his name where- 
* by he ſhall be called, tthe Lord our righteouſ- 
& neſs, Jer. xxiii. 6, Whoſe grand embaſſy from 
heaven was, to make reconcileation for iniquity 
and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs. Dan; 
ix. 24, Which is exaCtly agreeable to St Paul's 
teſtimony of him, © who is made unto us wif 


* doin, and righteouſneſs, and fanCtification, and 


redemp- 
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« redemption. 1 Cor. i. 30, 31.” He 1s our 


wiſdom, the fountain of divine illumination, en- 


abling mankind to ſee both their fin and danger, 


and to relieve us from our ignorance and blind- 


neſs to diſcharge us from the burthen of our guilt 
and obnoxiouſneſs to divine wrath ; he is our 


righteouſneſs, the author and cauſe of our juſtifi- 


cation, procuring for us remiſſion of fin, and ac- 


ceptance with God in and through his complete 


righteouſneſs, whereby he alſo frees us from the 
pollution and power of ſin; he is our ſanctifi- 
cation, purging and clenſing us by his holy ſpi- 
rit, as well as pardoning us by his blood, and 
ſetting of us at liberty from captivity and thral- 
dom to fin, fatan, and the law; he is our re- 
demption, that is the glorious author of a moſt 
excellent redemption, not from Egyptian bondage 
or babyloniſh captivity, but from the power and 
dominion of fin and ſatan, from the wrath of 


God, from the curſe of the law, and from 


the dread and ill conſequences of Death. 


Therefore, I ſay, he is the believers wiſdom, 


H rizhte- 


L 99. 1 

righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption, 
their all in all. 

Ihe reaſon why the whole oeconomy of grace, 
why all good is communicated by him and deri- 
ved from him, is, that no fleſh ſhould glory in 
his preſence ; but as it is written in Jer, ix. 23, 
24. Let him that glorieth glory in the Lord, for 
man hath nothing to glory in, neither wiſdom 
nor righteouſneſs, nor ſanctification, nor redemp- 
tion, Therefore all true believers, real Chriſti- 
ans, will moſt humbly and gratefully acknow- 
ledge, that whatſoever wiſdom, righteouſneſs or 
holineſs they are poſſeſſed with, is all from God, 
conveyed to them in and through the Loxp Jesvs 
CHRIST, which is agreeable to Ifaiah's prophecy, 
In the Lord ſhall all the ſeed of Iſrael be juſtifi- 
ed, and ſhall glory. Iſa. xlv. 25.” That is all 
Iſraelites indeed, who have circumciſed the fore- 


tin of their hearts, and are no more ſtiff-necked. 


Deut. x. 16. Jer. iv. 4. which is agreeable alſo 


0 St Paul's teſtimony, that he is not a Jew, a 
right and true JEw, an heir to the promiſes made 
by the fathers, that is only one outwardly 


ar 


1 
or who profeſſeth the Jewiſh religion, that has 
| not circumciſed the foreſkin of his heart. But 
1 he is a Jew, a right and true Jew, an Iſraelite 
indeed, that is, that cleanſeth his heart from 
all the filthy dregs of natural corruptions and in- 


clinations, and from all obſtinacy and ſelf. will, 
| and that believes in the Lord his God and his pro- | 
phets. Chron. xx. 20. and that is careful to hear- | 


ken to their voice, to obſerve and believe and 
do all things commanded by them, “ for circum- 
« {icion is that of the heart, in the {ſpirit and not in 
the letter, whoſe praiſe is not of men but of 
God. Rom. ii. 29. For the righteous God trieth 
< the hearts and reins. Pf, vii. 9. For the Lord is 
«© a God of knowledge, and by him actions are 
„ weighed. 1 Sam. ii. 3. Who hath prepared 
his throne for judgment, and he ſhall judge the 


world in righteouſneſs, he ſhall adminiſter judg- 


«© ment to the people in uprightneſs. Pſ. ix. 7, 8. 
Whochas moſt graciouſly ſent the meſſenger of his 
covenant beforehand, as propheſied by Malachi, 


as a refiner and purifier of ſilver, who ſhall pu- 


< rify the ſons of Levi, and purge them as gold 
H 2 *« and 
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te and ſilver, that they may offer unto the Lord 


« an offcring in righteouſneſs. Mal. iii. 1, and 3. 
* Then Zion ſhall be redeemed with judgment, 


and her converts with righteouſneſs. Ifa. i. 27.” 
Thus is the promiſed ſeed, in whom all the 


nations were to be bleſſed; thus is the MEss 14H 


prefigured under a variety of moſt amiable cha- 


rafters, who is the perſection and conſummati- 
on both of the judicial, ceremonial, and moral 
law. 

Gcod old Jacob prophefied, that the civil 
law was to continue in the Jewiſh government 
till Shiloh (or the Mgss1an) was come. Gen. 
xlix. 10. And Daniel propheſied, it would be 
deſtroyed, at or ſoon after his coming, Dan. ix. 26. 
The fulfilment of the judicial law as a nation, I 
have proved to you already. 

The ceremonial law was that which pre- 
{cribed certain ſacred rites and ceremonies to be 
obſerved in the external worſhip of Gud, by the 
people of Ifrael, the Mess1an being the ſub- 
fiance whereof all thoſe ceremonies cf the law 


were 


r 
were but ſhadows and types prefigured cf him. 
PC. xl. 6, 7, 8. Iſa. i. 11 to 18: Who was to 
make an end of ſins, to make reconciliation for 
iniquity. Dan. ix. 24. 

The moral law is the holy and external rule 
of righteouſneſs given by God to mankind, for 
the direction and government of their thoughts, 
words and actions, both towards him, themſelves, 
and all mankind, which is ſummarily contained, 
or comprehended in the ten commandments, de- 
livered by God himſelf to Moss, from mount 
Sinai; Ex. xx. 1 to 17. 

The royal Pſalmiſt declares, that the Lord 
looked down from heaven upon the children of 
men, to ſee if there were any that did underſtand 
« and ſeek God; but they are all gone afide, they 
are all together become filthy, there is none 
e that doth good no not one: Pf. xiv. 22. and 
„ chap. liii. 2, 3. For the whole head is. ſick, 
* and the whole heart faint, from the ſole of the 
« foot even unto the crown of the head there is 


„no ſoundneſs in it, but wounds and bruiſes 


113 « and 


11 
e and putrifying ſores; Iſa. i. 6. For all like 


*© ſheep have gone aſtray, and have turned every 
* one to his way, Iſa. Iii. 6. Not having obey- 
ce ed the voice of the Lord their God, to walk in 
* his laws which he has ſet before them, by his 
* ſervants the prophets, yea all Iſrael have tranſ- 
© preſſed his laws, even by departing, that they 
e might not obey his voice. Therefore the curſe 
eis poured upon them, and the cath that is writ- 
« ten in the law of Moſes, the ſervant of God, | 
e becauſe they have ſinned againſt them. Dan. ix. 
© 10, 11. becauſe curſed is he that con- 


t formeth not to all the words of the law to do 
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* them, and all the people ſhall ſay amen. Deut. 


« xXViL. 26. 


* * 
—— Denn 
_— ts, ot OB Is Se) 1a” 
* e 


Conſ:quently you ſtand condemned by the 
law and the prophets, for not obeying the former 
and not believing in the Jatter. Therefore it is. 


exceeding clear and evident that St Pauls de- 


clarations are both agreeable to the doctrines of 
the law and the prophets, © who ſays, all have 


ſinned and come ſhort of the glory of God, 


Rom. 


1 

te Rom. iii. 23. Therefore by the deeds of the 
law there ſhall be no fleſh juſtified in his ſight, 
*« for by the law is the knowledge of fin; but 
te now the righteouſneſs of God without the law 
« is manifeſted, being witneſſed by the law and 
* the prophets even the righteouſneſs of God, 
„ which is by the faith of JesUs CHRIST, unto 
* all, and upon all them that believe, for there is 
ce no difference, for all have ſinned and come 
te ſhort of the glory of God. Rom. iii. 20, 21, 
alt + ag 

The truth of which holy David was extreme- 
ly ſenſible of, when he cried out, Oh that the 
« ſalvation of Iſrael were come out of Zion! 
* when the Lord bringeth back the captivity of 
* his people, Jacob ſhall rejoice and Iſrael ſhall 
be glad, Pf. xiv. 7.” Which was alſo acknow- 
edged by good old Simeon to be fulfilled, ſaying 
Lord now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in 
* peace according to thy word, for mine eyes 
* have ſeen thy ſalvation, which thou haſt pre- 
** pared before the face of all people, a light to 
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lighten the gentiles, and the glory of thy peo- 


* ple Iſrael. Luke ii. 29 to 33. 

Therefore the Mess14an, the Chriſt of God, 
is not only the ſubſtance of the judicial and cere- 
monial law, but of the moral law alſo, he being 


the accompliſhment of it, in as much as he is to 


a real believer what the law of Moſes preſcribed 


by God, vrould have been to him, if he had per- 


ſectly kept it, viz. righteouſneſs and life, juſtigh$-*. 


cation and ſalvation. 


« But now the righteouſneſs of God with- 


e out the law is manifeſted, being witneſſed by 
the law and the prophets, even the righteouſ- 


« neſs of God, which is by faith of Jeſus Chriſt, 
te unto all and upon all them that believe, for 
© there is no difference, for all have ſinned and 


come ſhort of the glory of God, Rom. ii. 21, 


Lc 1 23. 


Therefore in as much as the law obliges 
mankind to perfect obedience: and all having by 


the breach of it incurred its curſe, conſequently 


by the deeds of the law, not one of the human 


race 
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race can be juſtified or ſaved, ſo that juſtification 


or ſalvation, muſt be obtained ſome other way, 
than by the deeds of the law, or not at all; 
which way and manner is gracioufly recalled un- 
to mankind both under the old and new diſpen- 
ſation ; ſor every thing the bleſſed Jesus and his 


diſciples ſaid or did, they referred to the touch- 


ſtone of the old teſtament witneſſes. And your 
perverſe obſtinate forefathers, who converſed 


with the bleſſed JIysus, could not ſo much as con- 


tradict or gainſay what he ſpoke; but did tacitly 


own it was agrecable to, or at leaſt not inconſiſt- 


ent with that, which was written by Mosts and 


the prophets; therefore it was not for want of 


having the external evidences of the truth of his 


divine miſſion, and holy pure doctrine, that they 
were not converted to chriſtianity, or become 
believers in him and his doctrines ; but the real 
cauſe with them then for not believing, was and 
is the ſame as that with you now. I mean that 
the bleſſed Jrsus's religion was too holy, pure, 


and good, and required the denying all ſenſual 


gratifications that were criminal, even the indul- 


gence 
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gence of an evil thought, or a look, much more 


an act which had the leaſt tendency to the breach 
of the moral law; and it inſtructed mankind in 
all virtue and real goodneſs, and required the 
moſt ſublime reverence and piety towards God, 
purity and chaſtity in themſelves, and good will 
and benevolence toward all their fellow-creatures, 
in the higheſt degree of perfection their natures 
were poſſibly capable of, commanding them even 
to love their very worſt enemies; bleſſing for 
curſing, goodneſs for hatred, praying for thoſe 
that deſpitefully uſed them and perſecuted them, 
endeavouring after perfection, in imitation of 
God, which is in heaven in perfection, Matt. 
v. 44, 45, and 48. 

This religion of the bleſſed Jeſus is too refined, 
has too much of the ſpiritual divine nature in it 
for carnal, ſenſual, refolute finners, 

If he was to come on earth in this our enlight- 
ened age, and preach up ſuch doctrines; it is 
much to be feared, that there would be a great 
Number more of ſpeculative believers in him, 


than there would be of real ones. Many would 


indulge 
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indulge their ſenſual luſts and paſſions to the high- , 


eſt degree, let the conſequence be what it will, 
frequently too to the deſtruction both of their bo- 
dies and ſouls. And fo the bleſſed Jesvs hath 
informed all mankind where his goſpel has reach- 
ed, that light is come into the world, and that 
this is the condemnation, becauſe men loved dark- 
neſs rather than light; becauſe their deeds are 
evil; © For every one that doeth evil, hateth the 
light, neither cometh to the light, leſt their 
« deeds ſhould be reproved ; but he that doeth - 
<« truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may - 
« be made manifeſt, that they are wrought in 
« God, John iii. 19, 20, 21. For it is the very eſ- 
ſence or nature of ſin to hate light, every kind of 
thing that diſcovers the evil and wickedneſs of 
their beloved ſinful luſts and paſſions ; for this 
reaſon, becauſe at the ſame time, as light convin- 
ceth them of their ſin, it condemns them alſo for 
it. Almighty God has implanted a conſcious 
principle in all mankind; the very heathens, 
who have not the law, are a law unto them 
ſelves, their own conſciences alſo bearing 


witneſs 
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witneſs, at the ſame time, either accuſing or ex- 
cuſing them, Rom. ii. 14, 15. which is agreeable 


both to natural as well as revealed religion, to vir- 


tue and real goodneſs, 

Perſons of ſuch diſpoſitions, as that of real 
goodneſs, and that live in the true fear of God, 
ſenſible of his all-ſeeing eyes continually on 
them; theſe do nothing that wants, or need 
darkneſs for to ſhelter their actions, but love the 
light. Nothing pleaſes them fo much as to have 
their thoughts, words, and actions, tried by the 
infallible rouchſtone of God's pure and holy 
word, which is truth and light. By reaſon their 
works are wrought in God, that is, performed, 
as done in his ſight, with a ſingle eye to and ſin- 
cere aim at, the honour and glory of God; this 
molt excellent rule St. Paul exhorts all Chriſtian's 
to practiſe in every circumſtance of life, that 
« whether they eat or drink, or whatſoever they 
„ do, ta do all to the glory of God, 1 Cor. x. 
31. performing the reſpective duties of focial liſe, 
toward each ather with ſingleneſs of heart, ſear- 
ing Gad, doing of it heartily as unto the Lord, 
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and not with eye-ſervice, as men pleaſers, knows 
ing that of the Lord they ſhall receive the 


reward of the inheritance, Coloſ. iii. 23, 24. 
Therefore in the bleſſed Jzsvus's farewell ſermon 
to your predeceſſors, the Jews, when on earth, 
He cried out and ſaid, He that believeth on 


e me, believeth not on me, but on him that ſent 
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me, and he that ſeeth me, ſeeth him that 
ſent me. I am come a light into the world, 
that whoſoever believeth on me, ſhould not 
abide in darkneſs; and if any man hear my 
words, and believe not, I judge him not; for I 
came not to judge the world, but to ſave the 
world: he that rejecteth me and receiveth not 
my words, hath one that judgeth him: the 
word that I have ſpoken, the fame ſhall judge 
him in the laſt day; for I have not ſpoken of 
myſelf, but the Father which ſent me. He 
gave me a commandment, what I ſhould ſay, 
and what I ſhould ſpeak, and I know that his 
commandment is life everlaſting : whatſoever 
] ſpeak therefore, even as the Father ſaid unto 


me, ſo I ſpeak, John x11. 44 to the end. 
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In this laſt grand oration of the bleſſed Ix- 
dus to your ſtubborn, obſtinate, ſtiffneck'd bre- 
thren, he informs them of his divine nature, his 
unity and equality with Gop, therefore claims 
not only the aſſent, but alſo the obedience and 
adoration of their faith, * he that believeth on 
©** mc, (taith our Lord) believeth not on me, but 
* on him that ſent me, ver. 44. The real mean- 
ing J apprehend is; he that believeth on me 
doth not believe on a mere man, but on him 
that is in reality God as well as Man; therefore 
the bleticd Jusus being God, as well as Man, one 
equal in power and glory with God, their believ- 
ing in him, was believing in God that ſent him; 
and the reaſon or argument by which he was to 
prove, that believers in him do believe in God is, 
He that ſeeth me, ſeeth Gad that ſent me,” ver. 
45. The meaning of which is, he that ſeeth 
me ſpiritually, by faith, ſeeth God to be one with 
me in eſſence, tho' not in perſon; * For what 
« things God doth, CnRisrT doeth likewiſe. 
« John v. 19, For as God raiſeth up the Dead, 
and quickeneth them, even ſo CuxIsT quick- 


« encth 
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et eneth whom he will, ver. 21. and he that ſaw 
Chriſt in his miraculous works, which he did, 
ſaw God alſo that ſent him, by whom he did thoſe 
mighty works; ſo alſo thoſe happy ſouls (who 
are regenerated and born, having their nature 
ſpiritualized, by the influences of the holy ſpirit, 
which they received from CuR1sT as a pledge of 
his love to them, as promiſed by him, John xiv. 
16 and 26. chap. xv. 26. ch. xvi. 7.) ſee and 
know Chriſt to be one in eſſence with God; for 
a perſon to be roſe out of the death of fin and 
wickedneſs to a life of holineſs and righteouſ- 
neſs is the work of God only, © the bleſſed Jr- 
« gs came a light into the world, that whoſoever 
ce believcth in him, ſhould not abide in darkneſs, 

John xii. 46. which is fulfilling the prophecy of 
Iſaiah, xlii. 6. who was a covenant of the people, 
and ſent for a light of the Gentiles, to open the 
blind eye, to bring out the priſoners from the pri- 

ſon, and them that ſit in darkneſs out of the pri- 
ſon-houſe, ver. 6, 7. That 18, be was to 
0 be the angel of the covenant,” Mal. iii. 1. The 


Mediator, in whom the covenant of grace is made 


ang 


and confirmed with mankind, either of the Jews 
or Gentiles, univerſally to all men without ex- 
cepiion, in order to enlighten them with divine 
knowledge, to direct them in the infallible way 
to true ſubſtantial happineſs, from which they had 
miſerably wandered, aluding to God's fiery pil- 
lar, which inlightened and directed the chiidren 
of Iſrael in the wilderneſs, Exod. xii. 21. The 
eyes of their underſtanding being blind with long 
ignorapce, rooted prejudice, and confirmed er- 
ror. Ard by the power and policy of the God 
of this world, who hath blinded the mind of them 
which believe not, leſt the light of the glorious 
6 goſpel of CuRISTH, who is the image of God, 
* ſhould ſhine unto them,” 2 Cor. iv. 4. which 
nothing but the almighty power of God could 
cure, by giving them repentance to the acknow- 
ledging of the truth ; and that they might reco- 
ver themſelves out of the ſnare of the devil, who 
are taken captive by him at his will, 2 Tim. it. 
25, 26. As daily experience confirmeth, being 
enſlaved and chained by their own luſts and paſ- 


ſons, can be relieved only by the power of 


CuRisT 
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CuR1sT, and the virtue of his doctrine, John 
viii 32, 36. agreeable to Ifaiah's prophecy, who 
foretels © he was anointed to proclaim liberty to 
© the captives, and the opening of the priſon to 
them that are bound, Iſa. Ixi. 1. Luke iv. 17 
*to 22, O houſe of Jacob come ye, and let us | 
* walk in the light of the Lord, Ifa. ii. 5. Hear- 
ken unto me O Jacob, and Iſrael my called, I 
* am he, I am the firſt, I alſo am the laſt, thus 
* faith the Lord thy redeemer, the holy one of 
© Ifrael, I am the Lord thy God which teacheth 
© thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the way 
that thou ſhouldeſt go, Ila. xlvii. 12 and 17. 
* Hearken unto me ye ſtout hearted that are far 
* from righteouſneſs, I bring near my righteouſ- 
* nels, it ſhall not be far off, and my ſalvation 
* ſhall not tarry. I will place ſalvation in Lion 
for Iſrael my glory, Iſa. xlvi. 12, 13: Hearken 
© to me ye that follow after righteouſneſs ; ye that 
* ſeek the Lord, lock unto the rock whence ye 
* are hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye 


* are digged; hearken to me my people, and 


give ear unto me, O my nation; for a law ſhall 
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proceed from me, and I will make my judgment 
* to reſt for a light to the people, my righteouſ- 
* nels is near, my ſalvation is gone forth, and 
mine arm ſhall judge the people, the Iſles ſhall 
Wait upon me, and on my arm ſhall they truſt, 
Ila. li. 1. 4, 5. they ſhall fall down unto thee, 
« they ſhall make ſupplication unto thee, ſaying, 
© furcly God is in thee, and there is none elſe, there 
is no God, verily thou art a God that hideſt thy- 
elf, O GCed ct Itracl, the Saviour Iſrael ſhall be 
f ſaved in the Lord with an everlaſting falvation : 
© ye ſhall not be aſhamed nor counfounded world 
* without end, Ia. xlv. 45. 14, 15, and 17. Thus 
you find all the prophets give witneſs to him, as 
St. Peter alto affures us, that through his name, 
© whoſcever believeth in him, ſhall receive remiſ- 
© ſton of fins, Acts x. 43. 

Therefore if you are ſinners, yea even the 
wor? of finners, go to CHRIST by humble prayer 
and ſupplication, who has abſolutely promiſed 
that thoſe that come to him, he will no wiſe caſt 
Cut, John vi. 37. and the blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
«lcanleth vs from all fin, 1 John i. 7, If you are 


felt 
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ſelf rizhteous, and have no fins or tranſgreſſions, 
but have kept the law of God perfectly, do not 
go to Chriſt; ſor he has moſt poſitively declared, 
that he came not to call the righteous, but ſin- 
* ners to repentance, Matt. ix. 13. Mark ii. 17. 
Luke v. 32. 

Have you fincerely examined your hearts 
and lives thoroughly ? and does God's vicegerent 
your coniciences bear witneſs, that you have not 
tranſgreſſed the law of God in thought, word, or 
deed? If fo, you have done more than all 
the old teſtament faints, ever did before 
you; for the royal pſaliniſt declares all mankind 
are gone aſide, © they are all together be- 


come filthy, there is none that doeth good, no 


not one, Pſ. xiv. 3. And the prophet Daniel, 


that all Iſrael have tranſgreſſed God's lav by de- 
parting, that they might not obey his voice, Dan. 
ix. II. Who propheſied alſo, that the Mess An 
ſhould be cut off, that is, to ſuffer death; to finiſh 
the tranſgreſſion, that is, to pardon, blot out, or 


expiate for the ſins of all vital believers in him, and 


to ſiniſh and make an end of ſins, and to make re- 
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eonciliation for iniquity; that is, to bring in juſ- 
tification by the rich free grace of God in JxEsus 
Cuxr1sT, the Lord our righteouſneſs, Dan. ix. 
24 to the end, Ia. li. 4, 5, 6. Jerem. xxiii. 6. 
XWxiii. 16, And to bring in everlaſting righteouſ- 


neſs, that is, by his meritorious blood, which the 


glorious goſpel freely holds forth, abrogating the 


former diſpenſations of the law, and fulfilling the 
prophecies relating to him, and to confirm and 
ratify the goſpel covenant of grace, and to ſeal 
* up the viſion and prophecy, and to anoint the 
* moſt holy, Dan. ix. 24. alluding to the holy 
of holies which was anointed, Ex. xxx. 25 to 31, 
ch. xl. . to 16. This typified the church, which 
is called anointed, 2 Cor. i. 21. which is alſo call- 
ed heaven, into which CHRIST is entered, Heb. 
viii. I. ix. 24. x. 19. but principally CHRIST 
himſelf, who is the holy one, Acts ili. 14. for he 
received the ſpirit without meaſure, John iii. 343 


his human nature is therefore called the temple, 


John ii. 19, and tabernacle, Heb. viii. 2. ix. 11. 
CuRI1ST is he that held the law, by which the 
Will of God is revealed, the propitiatory, appeaſing 
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God. The table that nouriſheth us, the candle- 
ſtick that enlighteneth, the altar that ſanctifies 
the gift and offering. All theſe typical repre- 
ſentations of CHRIST were anointed and made 
holy. 

The word Anointing has reference to his 
name, Mess1An and CHRIST, both which names 
ſigniſies anointed : Now, I beſeech you, carefully 
to compare theſe figures, types, and repreſenta- 
tions of him under the old diſpenſation, with 
what he fulfilled and compleated of them under 
the new diſpenſation. Conſider how the bleſſed 
Jesus was anointed at his firſt conception and 
perſonal union with human nature, the Holy 
Ghoſt coming on his mother, and the power of 
the higheſt overſhading her; therefore he ſhall 
be called the Son of God, Luke i. 35. He was 
anointed at his baptiſm, © And Jesus when he 
* was baptized, went up ſtraitway out of the wa- 
« ter, and lo, the heavens were opened unto him, 
and he ſaw the ſpirit of God deſcending like 
dove, and lighting upon him. And lo, a voice 
from heaven, ſaying, This is my beloved ſon in 

13 « whom 
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« whom I am well pleaſed,” Matth. in. 16, 17. 


« Hear him, Mark ix. 7. He was anointed to 


e his three offices, as prophet, prieſt, and king, 


« by the Holy Ghoſt. As a king, Matt. 1. 2. 
« As a prieſt, Iſa. vi. 13. The ſpirit of the Lord is 
te upon me, becauſe he hath anointed me to 
<« preach the goſpel to the poor; he hath ſent me 
ce to heal the broken-heartcd, to preach deliver- 
« ance to the captives, and the opening to them 
« that are. bruriſcd.” Be pleaſed to turn to St. 
Luke's goſpel, chap. iv. ver. 18. and you will 
find an exact account of it, which the bleſſed 
Irsus gave himſelf of his being commiſſioned to 
ſulfill and compleat it. The Lord hath ſworn 
and will not repent, thou art a prieſt for ever af- 
ter the order of Melchiſedeck, Pf. cx. 4. God did 
not ſwear in the prieſihood of Aaron, Heb. vii. 21. 
but God ſwore to the Mrss1an's everlaſting 
prieſthood, which, though it was new, and there- 
fore might ſcein ſtrange and incredible, yet it was 
what God had eredted; and that an everlaſting 
prieſthood too, as you may find in Numbers xxv, 
13. and given it to Aaron and his poſtcrity for 


ever; 
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ever; and therefore this needed all poſſible aſſur- 
ance, by reaſon this prieſthood might be eſtabliſh- 
ed on better promiſes, Heb. viii. 6. and is made 
ſure and irrevocable, and ſuch that God neither 
could nor would repent of,.-as it follows, to wit, 
by my order and conſtitution it ſhall be fo, and I 
do hereby make thee ſo as well as make thce a 
king. | 

Thoſe offices which were divided be- 
fore between two families, are both knitted and 
veſted in the Mrss1an, this being abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for the diſchargeof his office, and for the 
eſtabliſhment of his kingdom, which 1s infinite- 
ly ſuperior than a temporal kingdom, it being 
ſpiritually and heavenly ; and therefore neceſſary 
that ſuch a king ſhould be a miniſter of holy 
things: and though the word cohen is ſome- 
times uſed of a prince, or a great, perſon in the 
ſtate, as you Jews object, yet it cannot be thus 
underſtood here, by reaſon it ſignifies a prieſt, in 
Gen. xiv. 18, from whence this exprefiion is bor- 
rowed, and partly, becauſe that word is never 
uſed of a ſovereign prince or king (ſuch as you 


I 4 acknow- 


e 
acknowledge the Mx ss 1A to be) but only of 
inferior princes, or miniſters of ſtate, as Gen. xli. 
45, and 2 Sam. viii. 18. 

For it is certain, that ſuch an inconſiderable 
aſſertion would have never been uſhered in by fo 
folemn an oath, eſpecially after greater things 
had been ſaid of him in the ſame kind, Heb. vin. 
1, 2, 3, and by reaſon he is called a prieſt, Zech. 
vi. 13 compared with Jerem. xx. i. xxxv. 15. 
an office not to be interrupted or tranſlated to 
another perſon, as the prieſthood of Aaron was 
upon the death of the prieſt; but to be continued 
to him for ever, or after the manner, &c. ſo as he 
was a prieſt and alſo a king, and both, without 
any ſucceſſor, and without end, as the ſenſe in- 
tended ſhews, and you will find recorded, Heb. 
vii. 3. 

Seeing then there is ſuch a great high. prieſt 
that is paſſed into the heavens, Jesvs the Son of 
God, ſce that ye refuſe not him that ſpeaketh ; for 
if they eſcaped not, who refuſed him that ſpake 
on earth (Moſes who only delivered his meſſage 


here below) much more ſhall we not eſcape if we 


turn 


ſ 181-1 


turn away from him that ſpeaketh from heaven, 
Heb. xii. 25, who is the Mess1an, the Curi1sT, 
the eternal ſon of the living God, and came down 
from heaven perſonally to call ſinners to repen- 
tance, and to guide them to everlaſting happineſs, 
by his holy life and doctrine; and who is now 
ſpeaking to mankind from heaven by his holy 


ſpirit in his word and ordinances, and by his mi- 


niſters: therefore we ought to give the more 


earneſt heed to the things which we have heard, 
leaſt at any time we ſhould let them ſlip; for if 
the word ſpoken by angels was ſtedfaſt, and every 


tranſgreſſion and diſobedience received a juſt re- 
compence of reward, how will you poſſibly eſ- 
cape, iſ you neglect ſo great a ſalvation, Heb. ii. 
1,4, 3. 

It is extremely evident, both from the law 


and the prophets, that the Mess1An is an infinite- 


ly more excellent prophet than Moſes, or prieſt 


than Aaron, or king than Melchizedeck : there- 


fore, if the law given by them was firm and invio- 


lable, and all the tranſgreſfors of it were juſtly and 
ſeverely puniſhed, how can you eſcape periſhing, 
if 
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if you neglect to hearken and obey the Mrss1Aan, 
him that was the deſire of all nations, who lite- 
rally fulfilled Haggai's prophecy: * For thus faith 
© the Lord of hoſts, yet once it is a little while, 
© and I will ſhake the heavens, and the earth, and 
* the ſea, and the dry land, and I will fill this 
* houſe with glory, faith the Lord, Haggai ii. 6, 
7; which was actually verified at the coming of 
CuRIST, after the return of the captivity, what 
with the commotions among the Grecians, Per- 
ſians, and Romans, which began ſoon after his 
coming into the world : all ſtates were ſhaken, 
either by invaſions from abroad, or domeſtic fac- 
tions and diſſentions amongſt themſelves : the 
{ſhaking of all nations was literally fulfilled, in the 
overthrow of the Perſian monarchy by the Gre- 
cians in the civil wars and ſucceeding troubles, 
among Alexander his ſucceſſor, the growth of the 
Roman power, by the ſubduing their neighbours, 
and their diflentions and homebred wars; all 
huſl'd by Augaſtus a little before CHRTIST s 
birth. 

Theſe 
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Theſe convulſions began a little after this pro- 
phecy, and continued long; in which the Jews, 
under the Maccabees had their ſhare; the MES“ 
SIAH, or ChRIST, was the moſt deſirable, be- 
cauſe the moſt helpful to ull nations whom ſome 
proſelytes in all ages came to the knows 
ledge of, and did earneſtly defire, and who 
was deſired by all that knew their own miſery, 
and his ſufficiency to ſave them, who was to 
be the light of the Gentiles, as well as the 
glory of his people Iſrael, as propheſied by I- 
ſaiah, xlii. 6. 

The firſt temple had a fulneſs of glory in 
its magnificent ſtructure, rich ornaments, and 
coſtly ſacrifices, tinſel, periſhing furniture, earth- 
ly glory: but this is a rich, unſpeakable, hea- 
venly glory, from the Lord of glory, perſo- 
nal appearance in it, who upholds all things 
by the word of his power, who is the glory 
of the church militant and triumphant, and 
appeared in the ſecond temple with hisppreſence. 
The king of Glory inſtructing, healing, and com- 
forting all mankind; lift up your heads, O ye 


gates, 
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* gates, even lift them up ye everlaſting doors, 
* and the King of glory ſhall come in, who is the 
* King of glory, the Lord ſtrong and mighty, the 
Lord mighty in battle, PC, xxiv. 7, 8. 

This was (before the deſolation of this tem- 
ple by the Romans) a demonſtration that the 
MeEss1Aan ſhould come whilſt this ſecond temple 
ſtood, This is a ſolemn ſealing the certain- 
ty of the truth of the fact in Haggai's prophe- 
cy; and the prophet Zechariah and Malachi ftiles 
the MxssrAu Lord of hoſts in numerous places. 
Therefore, if he that deſpiſed Moſes's law, died 
without mercy, under two or three witneſſes, of 
how much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall 
he be thought worthy who hath trodden under 
foot the Son of God, and hath counted the 
blood of the covenant, wherewith he was ſanc- 
| © tified an unholy thing, and hath done deſpite- 
fully unto the ſpirit of grace,” Heb. x. 28, 29. 

Now you know, that what things ſoever the 
law faith, it ſaith to them who are under the law, 


that every mouth may be ſtopped, and all the 
world may become guilty before God: there- 
foro 
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fore by the deeds of the law, there ſhall no fleſh be 
juſtified in his ſight, for by the law is the know- 
ledge of ſin, but now the righteouſneſs of God, 
without the law is manifeſted, being witneſſed by 
the law and the prophets, even the righteouſneſs of 
God, which is by faith of ISS Cur1sT unto all, 
and upon all them that believe; for there is no 
difference, for all have finned, and come ſhort of 
the glory of God, Rom. iii. 19 to 24. 

Solomon, the royal preacher, has abſolutely 
declared, that * there is not a juſt man upon earth 
* doeth good and ſinneth not, Ecc. vii. 20. there- 
fore as many as are of the works of the law are 
under the curſe; for it is written, © curſed be he 
* that confirmeth not all the words of this law 
© to do them, Deuteronomy, chap. xxvii. ver. 
26. Now the law promiſes falvation to 
no perſon, ſave only to him, who by a ſinleſs o- 
bedience, performs exactly what it preſcribes ; for 
the voice of the law is, do the law, or periſh by 
the law; now the law and the goſpel are not 
contrary to each other, but are mutually ſubſer- 


vient one to another; when the law makes known 


ſin, 


11 
in, the goſpel moſt graciouſly holds forth, and 


tenders an infallible remedy for fin ; the law diſ- 
covers to men the need of ChRISsT, and makes 
known to them their duties; the goſpel furniſhes 
them with ſtrength of ability to perform their 
duty, in order to be ſtrong in the Lord in the 
powerof his might, by putting on themoſt glorious 
armour, the ſanctiſying graces of God's holy ſpi- 
rit, which the Chriſtian religion can only furnith 


mankind with ; ſpiritual weapons that will enable 


them compleatly to conquer the devil and all his 
emiſlaries : which St. Paul, that illuſtrious heroic 
preacher of Jesus Cnr1sT has recommended in 
his epiſtle to the Epheſians, chap. vi. 14, and the 
four following verſes, thus: having our loins 


girt about with truth, and having on the breaſt- 


© plate of righteouſneſs, and our feet ſhod with the 
preparation of the goſpel of peace; having the 
* ſhield of faith and the helmet of ſalvation, and 
© the ſword of the ſpirit, praying always with all 
prayer and ſupplication in the ſpirit, and watch- 
* ing thereunto with all perſeverance and ſuppli- 
cation 1or all ſaints.” 


This 
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This ſpiritual armour reſembles the temporal 


armour, wherewith ſoldiers of old uſed to arm 


themſelves from the crown of the head to the ſole 
of the foot: compare this with Iſa. lix. 17. our 
loins muſt be girt about with truth, that is, ho- 
neſty of heart, ſincerity of ſoul, vital Chriſtianity 
a girdle or belt does adorn the foldier, ſo does ſin- 
cerity beautify the Chriſtian as the girdle ſtreng- 
thens the ſoldiers loins, ſo does ſincerity ſtrengthen 
the foul, 

Sincere faith is ſtrong and ſtedfaſt faith, ſin- 
cere hope is well grounded and ſolid hope; ſin- 
cere love and charity is unfeigned, mighty love, 
univerſal benevolence and charity. 

Chriſtians muſt put on the breaſt- plate of 
righteouſneſs, which is delighting in, and prac- 
tiling of habitual holineſs, as he which bath called 
us to be holy, ſo muſt all real Chriſtians be holy 
in all manner of converſation, © becaule it is writ- 
© ten, be ye holy as God is holy, Lev. xi. 44. xix. 
2. XX. 7. tho' not as to equality, yet to imita- 
tion; tho' not in meaſure and degree, yet in qua- 
lity and kind. 

(od 
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God is the original fountain of all purity and 
holineſs, and Adam the firſt man, was created in 
the likeneſs of God ; therefore every perſon that 
1s born again (without which he cannot be ad- 
admitted heaven, John iii. 3.) muſt be renewed 
or changed by the ſanctifying influences of the 
Holy Spirit, * putting on the new man, which 
after God is created in rightcouſneſs and true 
* holineſs, Eph. iv. 23, 24. 

Now godlineſs is godlikeneſs, holineſs is the 
conformity of our nature, to the holy nature of 
God, the conformity of our lives to his will ; as 
the ſoldier's breaſt-plate defends the moſt princi- 
pal part of his body, where the heart and life are 
cloſely connected and united: thus holineſs alſo 
preſerves the Chriſtian ſoul and conſcience, his 
grand part, from the ſtab of fin, which is the 
moſt dangerous and dreadful weapon, the de- 
vil and his emiſſaries do artfully make uſe of to 
deſtroy mankind. 

The Chriſtian ſoldier muſt have his feet 
ſhod with the preparation of the goſpel peace ; 
this is a ſpiritual ſhoe, which a Chriſtian muſt 


alu ays 
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which a Chriſtian muſt always wear, in order to 
keep the victory over the world, the fleſh, and 

the devil. . 5-25 
A Chriſtian's road is frequently through rug- 
ved places, briars and thorns ; therefore this is an 
exceeding neceſſary piece of armour, to be ſhod 
with the preparation of the goſpel of peace, i. e. 
to be careful] always to maintain a holy readineſs 
of mind and ſpirit, zeal of ſoul, a moſt reſolute 
frame and diſpoſition of heart, to undergo any 
ſufferings, and endure any hardſhips in their Chni- 
ſtian combat; which frame of ſpirit being wrought 
in all real Chriſtians by the divine grace of the 
goſpel, is ſignificantly termed the preparation of 

the goſpel of peace. 

The Chriſtian foldier, above all, muſt not 
omit putting on his ſhield of faith alſo. This is 
that divine grace which enableth him to believe 
in and rely on the truth and veracity of God in 
his holy word, very gratefully and thankfully 
accepting of, and putting his whole truſt and con- 
fidence in the unſpeakable and meritorious blood 


of his Lord and Maſter JesUs CHRIST for ſalva- 


N tion. 
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tion. As the ſoldier's ſhield defends his whole 
body, ſo evangelical faith defends the whole 
Chriſtian ; his mind and underſtanding from em- 


bracing any erroneous principles, his heart and 


conſcience from diſmal, frightful, or any difagree- 
able apprehenſions whatever, relating to this life, 
or the life to come, animating him againſt any 
kind of difficulty, perplexity, or trouble what- 
ever, having learnt to caſt all their care upon him 
who careth for them, 1 Pet. v. 7. And in what- 
ſoever ſtate they are in, therewith to be content, 
knowing how to be abaſed, and how to abound 
every where and in all things, being inſtructed 
both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound 
and ſuffer for want, being ſenſible they can do all 
things through CurisT, which ſtrengtheneth 

them, Philip. iv. 11, 12, 13. 
Faith preſerves the will from any rebellious 
motions that are contrary to, or inconſiſtent with, 
8 the will and command of God. As the ſhield 
_ defends the ſoldier 8 whole body, ſo faith is 
the Chriſtian's powerful armour, a divine grace, 
that preſerves all the powers and faculties of his 

ſoul, 
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foul, from being wounded or hurt from any cauſe 
whatſoever. The Chriſtian ſoldier muſt put on 
the helmet of ſalvation, which is the hope of fal- 
vation, 1 Theſſ. v. 8. a ſteady confidence in, and 


an humble aſſurance of God's ſalvation, by his 


own appointed way and means. 


This divine grace is of excellent and univer- 


ſal ſervice to the Chriſtian in his pilgrimage ſtate 
of warfare. If at any time he ſhould be cold, 


lukewarm, or out of love with religion, on 
account of the croſſes and diſappointments of an 
unkind ungrateful world, this will be a balſamic 


cordial to him, or as a dram of neat old Jamaica 
rum, or neat old Coniac brandy, is to a poor, 


ſhivering, dear heart, in a tempeſtuous and ſtarv- 

ing voyage, or one juſt returned from a cold, win- 

dy, or wet or freezing, uncomfortable journey. | 
A rational, well-grounded hope, a ſteady 


confidence in, and humble aſſurance of a ſaving 
intereſt in the Lord Jzsts Cuklsr, will be as a 


| ſpur to quicken him, a ſtaff to ſupport him, * 
bridle to reſtrain him, and an helmet to de- 
Fend him in this audaciqus. wicked ge 
| K 2 Therefore 
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Therefore St. Peter breaks forth with gra- 
titude and thankfulneſs to Almighty God for 
this regenerating grace of the goſpel : * Bleſſed 
* (ſays he) be the God and Father of our Lord 
© JeESUs CURIST,, which according to his abun- 
* dant mercy, hath begotten us again unto a live- 
ly hope, by the reſurrection of IEsus CHRIST 
from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, 
* and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, re- 
« ſerved in heaven for all vital believers, 1 Pet. i, 
3. 4. 

And (fays St. Paul) * being juſtified by faith, 
vie have peace with God through our Lord I E- 
sus Cun1sT by whom alſo we have acceſs by 
faith into the grace, wherein we ſtand, and re- 
* Joice in hope of the glory of God, and not only 
© ſo, but we glory in tribulations alſo, knowing 
that tribulation wor keth patience, and patience 
experience and experience hope, and hope 
* © maketh not aſhamed, becauſe the love of God 
«is ſhed abroad in our hearts, by the Holy 
Ghoſt, which is given unto us, Rom. v. 1 to 
« the 6th verſe. = 
| This 
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This hope in vital believers in Cyr1sT, has 


the advantage infinitely of all thoſe who live in a 
wilful courſe of fin. and.guiit. In the fad caſe of - | 
ſuch, alas, all influences of grace are-withdrawn, 


and all hopes of ſalvation are cut off; but the 


qualification of that hope, a vital Chriſtian has, 
is this, a lively hope, not a dead, languid, or lan- 
guiſhing one; but is an effectual hope, proceed- 
ing from faith, and exciting to holineſs. It makes 
thoſe, who are ſo happy as to be poſſeſſed of it, | 
lively and joyful, .chearful and comfortable, let ] 
their circumſtances and ſituations in life be what 
they will, © rejoicing in the Lord always, Philip. 
iv. 4. And the glorious means whereby they are 
begotten to this lively hope, is by the reſurrec- | 
tion of Jesvs CHRISH from the dead, 7 Pet. i. 
3. According to his abundant goodneſs he hath 
begotten them to this hope ; therefore it takes off 
all merit in the creature. 

It is a contradiction in the nature and 
reaſon of things, to fay demerit can merit ; 
no, no, that is impoſſiblo; for all we have, and 
all we are (as valuable and good, as it is in our- 

ſclyes 
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ſelves, or as beneficial and uſeful to others) is 
but what we have received by the rich grace of 
God, 1 Cor. xv. tb. Therefore all is owing, 
purely and ſolely to divine goodneſs, and unde- ; 


ſerved mercy. This is the grand fountain of 
all bleſſings and divine graces. | 
The true nature and deſcription of that hap- 


pineſs, which all vital believers are begotten to, 
is an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, reſerved in heaven for them, 
1 Pet. i. 4. 85 

Heaven is an inheritance, and as ſuch it is 
given to all God's children, and to none but 
fuch. 

All mankind are his children by creation, 
but not by adoption; as all men fell from that 
purity and holineſs which Almighty God origi- 
nally created them in, they became (by their en- 
gendered natures proceeding from Adam) vitiated 


and corrupted ; therefore are the children of 
wrath, and by evil practices the children of the 


devil: therefore this glorious heavenly inheritance 


is reſerved for theſe only, Who are become his 
ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual children, and that are redeemed from the 


| Curſe of the law, and have received the adoption 


of ſons, enabled by the ſpirit of his eternal ſon in 
their hearts to cry Abba, Father, Gal. iv. 6. that 
is, Father of Fathers, their heavenly Father, into 
whoſe family they are adopted. It not only ſig- 
nifies the ſpirit's influence upon believers words in 
prayer, firſt conceived in the heart, and then 
uttered by their tongues and lips but principally 
andchiefly,' that divine ſpirit whereby they are made 
ſenſible, that they pray acceptably with reverence 
and godly fear, with faith and holy boldneſs „ by 


which they call God, Abba, father, with pro- 


priety. 
Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt ought never to be with- 


out the ſword of the ſpirit, the word of God. The 
ſoldiers armour of an earthly prince wasonly defen- 


five; but this is both an offenſive and defenſive 


weapon, which is exceeding ſharp and keen, a 
moſt uſeful piece of armour in the ſpiritual war- 
fare: for the word of God is a two-edged ſword 


Rev. i. 16. ſharper than any ſoldiers two-edged 


ſteel ſword, which can only kill the body; but 
K 4 thu; 
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this enters into the very ſoul; and divides between 
the moſt inward affections, Heb. iv. 12. and cuts 
the very nerves and ſinews of the moſt violent 
temptation, Matt. iv. 4. witneſs virtuous Joſeph, 
who, when moſt ſtrongly ſolicited to commit 
(what the debauched among mankind calls a ve- 
nial fin) bravely refuſed complying with it. 

* For it came to paſs, that Joſeph's maſter's wife 
* caſt her eye upon Joſeph (who was a goodly per- 
© ſon, and well-fayoured) and ſhe ſaid lie with me; 
* but he refuſed, and faid unto her. (After many 
of her vitiated engaging propoſals and earneſt in- 
treaties) E how can 1 do this great wickedneſs, and 
* fin againſt God, Gen, xxxix. 6 to 13. for he is 
* ſtrong that executeth his word, Joel ii. 11. every 
word of God is pure, he is a ſhield unto them 
that put their truſt in him, Prov. xxx. 5. It is 
like the bleſſed IEsus, the incarnate word. It is, 
I ſay, not only a living but a quickening word, 
thio' the enlightening influences of the holy ſpi- 
rit, applying it to the believer's heart; it cauſes 
dead ſinners to become vital Chriſtians; ſouls dead 
in treſpt ſies and ſins, to beccme alive to God, 
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conveying ent and life to them * all circum- 5 


ſtances and conditions whatever ; it being profi- 


table for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 


inſtruction in righteouſneſs, that the man of 


God may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed un- 
to all good works, 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. it being 
the incorruptible word of God which liveth and 
abideth for ever, 1 Pet. i. 2 3- Thus holy David 
experimentally found it to be in his affliction, breath- 
ing into him ſpiritual life : © this is my comfort in 
my affliction; (ſays he) for thyword has quickened 
me, Pſ. cxix. 50. It conveys ſtrength to the weak, 
wiſdom to the ſimple, comfort to the ſorrowful, 
light to the blind, life to the dead: it brings poor 
ſouls out of ſin and ſlavery, into the glorious li- 
berty of the children of God: as a rule alſo it 
guides and directs mankind through CHñRISH unto 
eternal life, John vi. 68. This word is CnRIST's 
weapon of offence and defence, it cuts without 
reſiſtance, 

With it he defends his truth, and ſmites his 
enemies. With righteouſneſs ſhall he judge the 


© poor, and _”=—__ with equity, for the meek of 
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© the earth: and he ſhall Nite the earth with the 
© rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his 
lips ſhall he ſlay the wicked, Ifa. xi. 4. And he 
« was clothed with a veſture dipt in blood, and his 


© name is called the word of God, and out of his 


mouth goeth a ſharp ſword, that with it he 


< ſhould ſmite the nations, Rev. xix. 13 and 19. 
Through the word of God the foul of man 


is enlightened, renewed, and ſanctified, by the 
Holy Ghoſt, not altered as to its ſubſtance, but as 


to its quality, and the underſtanding, will and af- 
fections are ſpiritualized ; a vital believer of the 
word of God, has received the ſpirit which is of 
God, that he might know the things that are 
freely given him of God, 1 Cor. ii. 12. This 
renovating change, from a carnal to a ſpiritual 
diſcernment, is made, or cauſed, by, the 
piercing power of the word of God, and by the 
holy ſpirit's operations, which diſcovers the moſt 
inward, cloſe, ſecret, and conſtant motians of the 
foul of man, either ſpeculative or practical, or in- 
ſeparably united to the heart or not, whether con- 
ceptions, Opinions, reſolutions, or decrees, fo ſub- 


tle 
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le and ſo ſecret, as that he only can know them 


who made the heart, Gen. vi. 5. Jer. xvii. 9, 10. 


And who can diſcover them to us, but in and thro 


that word, which is piercing even to the dividing 
aſunder of ſcul and ſpirit, and of the joints and 
marrow ; and W a diſcerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart, Heb. iv. 12. 

The laſt piece of ſpiritual armour I ſhall name 


is prayer ; praying always with all prayer, that is, 


always to be in a praying diſpoſition, and implies, 
that we do no kind of thing, but what, on deli- 
berate and ſerious reflection, we can recommend 
to God for his bleſſing, and deſire nothing but 
what is quite agreeable to his divine mind and 
will at all times and ſeaſons, and on all occaſions, 
pouring out the ſoul before the Lord, as Hannah 
did when the ſpoke in her heart, moving her lips, 
but filent as to her voice or ſpeech, 1 Sam. i.11,12, 
13and 15; praying in ſpirit and in truth; forGod 
« ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him, John iv. 2 3. not 
like thoſe who dra w near to him with their mouth, 
and with their lips to honour him, while their heart 
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ver from him, whoſe fear towards him is taught 
by the precepts of men, Iſa; xxix. 13. 

All true acceptable prayers to God muſt be 
freewill offering, Lev. xxii. 21, David, the man 
after God's own heart, and Daniel, the greatly 
beloved of the Lord, conſtantly prayed to God 
three times a day, ſetting apart times for that ſe- 
rious and ſolemn duty, evening, morning, and 
noon, Pſ. Iv. 17, Dan. vi. 10. And St. Paul in- 
ſtructs Chriſtians to pray without ceaſing, I Thel. 
v. 17. that is, always to be in a praying diſpoſi- 
tion, to have our hearts continually kept in a pray- 
ing frame, which is highly reaſonable and bene- 
ficial; becauſe we ſtand in continual need of 
God's help and affiſtance, We are every moment 
of our lives liable to fall into temptation and fin ; 
we are conſtantly expoſed to trouble and death; 
one breath, and we are gone, and the place that 


know us now, ſhall know us no more. The 
Royal Pfalmiſt declares, © That he will bleſs the 
© Lord at all times; his praiſe ſhall be continually 
in his mouth, his ſoul ſhall make her boaſt in the 
Lord; that he ſought the Lord, and he heard 


him, 
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t him, and delivered him from all his fears.-- The 
© angel of the Lord encampeth round about them 
© that fear him, and delivereth them, Pſ. xxxiv. 
1, 2, 4 and 7. 
| It is for want of a praying defire and appe- 
tite (if you will allow me the expreſſion) that 
mankind have little or no inclination or deſire to 
draw near to God, and commune with him by 
humble prayer.— They do not believe they ſhall 
receive any benefit or advantage by it; therefore 
they ſay unto God depart from us; for we deſire 
not the knowledge of thy ways; what is the 
* Almighty that we ſhould ſerve him, and what 
profit ſhould we have if we pray unto him, Job 
xxi. 14, 15. 

Though the Holy Ghoſt, by the royal preach- 
er, hath commanded them to truſt in the Lord, 


with all their heart, and not to lean to their own 


underſtanding, and in all their ways to acknow- 
ledge him, and he will direct their paths, Prov. iii. 
5, 6. Delight thyſelf alſo in the Lord, and he ſhall 


give thee, the deſire of thine heart, commit thy 


ways unto the Lord, truſt alſo to him, and he 


ſhall 
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ſhall bring it to paſs, Pf. xxxvii. 4, 5, yet alas, man- 
kind in general are very unconcerned about theſe 
moſt gracious, ſelf-intereſting, beneficial declara- 
tions and promiſes of God, which are all yea and 
amen; they have little or no belief in them, there- 
fore will make no trial of them, they have not the | 
faith to think that God will concern himſelf in | 
any human affairs: the over-ruling providence of 
God is ſtrange doctrine to them: The influence 

of the holy ſpirit on the hearts and minds of good 
j 3 men, is not in any part of their creed; there- 
fore they do not ſcek to God for illumination and 


direction, but vainly imagine themſelves to have 
reaſon ſuſſicient to guide and direct them in all 
things, both for time and eternity ; they do not 
ſeek after God, in order to be directed by him, 
but lean intirely to their own underſtandings, and 
becauſe they have no changes, therefore they fear 
not God, Pſ. lv. 19. that is, becauſe many perſons 
meet with no croſſes or diſappointments in their 
affairs, and are of a robuſt, healthy conſtitution, 
having little or no ſickneſs, and are proſperous and 
ſucceſsful in the world; they go on ſecurely, fay- 
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ing in their hearts, they ſhall not be moved, or 
«ever be in adverſity, Pſ. x. 6. therefore tis that 
they have not God in all their thoughts, no grate- 
ful ſenſe of his unwearied, repeated mercies and 
bleſſings of their temporal good things received 
from him daily, neither have they any dread of 
his judgments ; and in their proſperity they ſaid, 
they ſhould never be moved, Pſ. xxx. 6. God 
ſpake to them in their proſperity, but they ſaid, 
they would not hear, this hath been their manner 
from their youth, that they obeyed not his voice, 
Jer. xxi1. 21. Therefore, becauſe I have called, 
and ye refuſed, I have ſtretched out my hand, and 
no man regarded; but ye have ſet at nought all 
my council, and would, none of my reproof; I 
alſo will laugh at your calamity, I will mock when 
your fear cometh; when your fear cometh asdeſola- 


tion, and your deſtruction cometh as a whirlwind, 


when darkneſs and anguiſh cometh upon you, 
then ſhall they call upon me, but I will not an- 
ſwer ; they ſhall ſeek me early, but they ſhall not 
find me; for that they hated knowledge, and did 
not chuſe the fear of the Lord, they would none 
of 


1 44 
of my council; they deſpiſed all my reproof, 
therefore ſhall they eat of the fruit of their own 
way, and be filled with their own devices ; for the 
turning away of the ſimple ſhall flay them, and 
the proſperity of fools ſhall deſtroy them : but 


| whoſo hearkeneth unto me, ſhall dwell ſafely, and 


Thall be quiet from fear of evil, Prov. i. 24 to the 


end; therefore hearken to God ye ſtout-hearted, 


ye that are far from righteouſneſs, I bring near my 
righteouſneſs, it ſhall not be far off, and my ſal- 
vation ſhall not tarry, and I will place ſalvation in 
Zion for Iſrael my glory, Ifa. xlvi. 12, 13. | 

Sanctify the Lord of hoſts, let him be your 
fear and your dread, Iſa. viii. 13. For thus faith 
the high and loſty One that inhabiteth eternity, 
whoſe name is Holy, I dwell in the high and 
holy place, with him alſo, that is of a humble 
and contrite ſpirit, to revive the ſpirit of the hum- 


ble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones, Iſa. 


Ivii. 1 5. the meek will he guide in judgment, and 


the meek will he teach his way, Pſ. xxv. 9. He 


will beautiſy the meek with ſalvation, Pſ. cxlix. 4. 
the Mz s514an will preach good tidings to the meek, 
| Ifa, 


* 
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Ia. Ixi. 1. Gather yourſelves together, yea, ga- 


ther together, O nation not deſired, before the 
decree bring forth, before the day paſs as chaff; 
before the fierce anger of the Lord come upon 
vou; before the day of the Lord's anger come 


upon you; ſeek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the 
earth, which have wrought his judgment, ſeek 


righteouſneſs, ſeek meekneſs. It may be ye ſhall 


be hid in the day of the Lord's anger, Zeph. ii. 
1, 2, 3. Bleſſed are they that ſeek God with the 


whole heart, Pſ. cxix 2. 
Unleſs you are in good earneſt, humble and 


fincere, diligent and careful, in order to know the 


plague of your own hearts, your ſecret faults and 
miſcarriages : you will not, cannot diſcover them ; 
for the heart is deceitful above all things, and deſ- 
perately wicked, who can know it, Jer. xvii. . 
The heart is deceiving in its apprehenſion of 
things, in its hopes and promiſes, and in the aſſur- 
ance it pretends to give; fo that no map can know 


his own heart, neither any others perfectly, but the 


Lord only, who ſearcheth the heart, and tries the 
11 — 
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reins of every man according to his ways, and 
according to the fruit of his doings, ver. 10. 
God fearcheth the fecret thoughts, councils, 
and deſigns, of all his reaſonable creatures, 
and he will judge them according to their 


thoughts, affections, and actions: therefore 


no wonder that holy David was ſo extrèmely de- 


ſirous to know the worſt of himſelf; and in order 


thereto, he importunately begs of Almighty God, 


to ſearch him, and know his heart, to try him, 
and know his thoughts, and ſee if there be any 
wicked way inhim, andlead himin the wayever- 
laſting, Pf. cxxxix. 23, 24. * Cauſe me to know 
the way wherein I ſhould walk; for I lift my 
« ſoul unto thee; teach me to do thy will, for 
thou art my God; thy ſpirit is good, lead me in- 
© to the land of uprightneſs ; quicken me, O Lord, 
for thy name's ſake, Pſ. cxliii. 8, 9. 10, 11. 

Let me now humbly and earneſtly beſeech 
you not to be eaſy, or reſt ſatisfied with yourſelves, 
till you are, on rational, ſolid, ſubſtantial grounds, 


made thoroughly ſenſible, by a juſt and impartial 


icrutiny into your hearts and conſciences com- 


pared 
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pared with the word of God, and witneſſed by the 
law and prophets, that you actually do do the will 
of God. | 
Let it be the higheſt ambition of your ſouls 


to pleaſe him, don't ſpare any pains and trouble 
in the execution of it; be honeſt, ſincere, and up- 


right, in comparing your heart and life with the 
laws of God, and to know whether you have a 
vital faith in Moſes and the prophets ; for if your 
lives and converſations are not conformable to the 
holy laws of God, which were delivered by him to 
Moſes from Mount Sinai, you mult ſtand ſelf-con- 
demned ; for as you are under the works of the 
law, you are under the curſe; for it is written, 
* curſed is every one that continueth not in all 
* things, which are written in the book of the law 
to do them, and all the people ſhall ſay Amen, 
Deut. xxvu. 26. rt 
Now, that you have violated the moral law, 

you muſt acknowledge and confeſs, otherwiſe 
you will exceed in piety, wiſdom, and goodneſs all 
the old teſtament ſaints, many of whom were 
geclared by God to be good fincere upright Men, 
L 2 - yea 
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yea to be perfect in Scripture Language; yet So- 
lomon the wiſeſt of all men, that ever was, or 
ever will be; after he was pronounc'd as ſuch by 
the Almighty ; yet tranſgreſſed the laws of God 
in ſeveral inſtances, and moſt peremptorily de- 
clared, there is not a juſt man on earth that do- 
© eth good and ſinneth not, Ecc. vii. 20. 

Holy David was very deſirous, and longed for the 
coming of the Mess1An, and cries out thus: O 
© that the ſalvation of Iſrael was come out of Zion, 
« when the Lord bringeth back the captivity of his 
people Jacob ſhall rejoice, and Iſrael ſhall be glad, 
Pf. xiv.7. Iii. 6. — Theſe words ultimately and 
chiefly concern the ſpiritual redemption and ſal- 
vation of all Ifraclites indeed, the real Iſrael of 
God. 


By the Mess1an, the ancient Jews did thus 
underſtand it ; for Jonathan's targum, or para- 
phraſe on the bible, explains it. — I do not expect 
Gideon's ſalvation, which was but corporeal, nor 
that of Sampſon : — but the falvation of the Mes- 
 $IAH which ſenſe of theſe words alſo agrees with 
the targum of Jeruſalem; the docttine of Iſrael's 


redemp- 
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redemption or falvation by the Lord Ixsus 
CHRIsT, was exceeding well known among the 
Old Teſtament ſaints. 

Job poſitively declares, that he knew his Re- 
deemer lived, and that he ſhall ſtand at the latter 
day on the earth, Job xix. 25. Moſt interpreters 
of this paſſage of holy writ, both ancient and mo- 


dern, underſtand it of CuRISH and of his reſur- 
rection, and of Job's reſurrection to life, by his 
power and favour: for a proper and literal inter” 
pretation of ſcripture, it is certain, is always to 
be preferred before the metaphorical, where it ſuits 
with the texts and other ſcriptures. 

Be pleaſed to examine that learned divine Mr. 
Matthew Pool in his annotations on this text, who 
was a great critic in the Hebrew language; and if 
you are unprejudiced, you will find him to clear 
up this point ſatisfactory to every rational mind. 

In the book of pſalms, there are divers anq 
very particular, diſtin& and clear prophecies of the 
Mrss1AH's, as I have before obſerved. David, and 
other holy prophets, in their melancholy thoughts 
in the midſt of their fears and troubles, did com- 
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fort themſelves with the promiſe and expectation 
of the Mess1AH, in whom alone they confided 
for ſalvation, Gen. xlix. 18. Pf. cxix. 174. 

He in many of his pſalms celebrates the Mes- 
STAH'S univerſal kingdom: © My praiſe ſhall be of 
© thee in the great congregation ; all the ends of 
© the world ſhall remember and turn unto the 
Lord; and all the kindreds of the nation ſhall 
© worſhip before thee, Pf. xx. 25, 27: God be 
«© merciful unto us, and bleſs us, and cauſe his face 
to ſhine upon us, Selah, that thy way may be 
known upon the earth, thy ſaving health among 
© all nations; let the people praiſe thee, O God, let 
* all the people praiſe thee, Pf. Ixvii. 1, 2, 3. 

And Ifaiah alſo propheſies of the enlarge- 
ment of CuxisT's kingdom, Iſa. xlix. 1, 3, 4. 
See Dr. Bates, 141, 142. pages of his book in- 
titled, the Chriſtian religion proved by Rea- 
ſon. 

| I will alſo give thee a light to the Gentiles, that 
thou mayeſt be my falvation to the ends of the 
earth, is Iſaiah's prophecy of the Mrss1an, 


xlix, 6. 


Thr 


I 

This prophecy is very preciſe and full; for it Fl 
{peaks of the nations in oppoſition to the tribes of 4 
Iſrael; and in a very particular manner foretels, 
that you Jews would neglect the inſtructions of the fl 
Me ss1Aan ; and that upon your forefathers, infi- 
delity, God would, by the Mess1an, give ſaving 
knowledge to others, yea to all nations. And to 
the ſame purpoſe he ſpeaks,” in Ia. liv. 1. * Sing, 
© O barren, thou that didſt not bear, break forth 
© into ſinging, and cry aloud, Thou that didſt not 


© trayail with child; for more are the children of 


© the deſolate, than the children of the married 
« wife, faith the Lord.“ The deſolate and barren, 
can be only meant the Gentiles that were without 
God in the world, or the true knowledge of him, 
while the Jews were honoured and bleſt in the 
myſtical marriage with him : thoſe are the chil- q 
dren of the forſaken that ſhould be far more nu- | 
merous than thoſe of the married, the believers of 
the Church, in oppoſition to the Jewiſh church. 4 

Malachi, the laſt prophet, foretels of it inſuch ſi 


expreſs terms, as are ſufficient to convince any ra- 


1. 4 | tional 
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tional mitid; whoſe heart is open to conviction, and 
not obſtinate to the laſt degree. 

Turn to the following dreadful declarations 
of Almighty God againſt the Jews in thoſe days; 
and obſerve his univerſal intended overtures of 
mercy to, and acceptance of mankind in general: 
I have no pleaſure in you, faith the Lord of hoſts, 
© neither will I accept an offering at your hands; 
whichis diſcovering great diſpleaſure againſt them, 
end rejecting their ſacrifice, and their temple ſer- 
vice. Then he adds the following gracious de- 
claration, which undeniably fignifies his abſolute 
determination of calling a new church, who ſays, 
* from the riſing of the ſun, even unto the going 
« down of the ſame, my name ſhall be great a- 
* mong the Gentiles, and in every place incenſe 
© ſhalt be offered unto my name, and a pure offer- 
ing: for my name ſhall be great among the hea- 
© then, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, Mal. i. 10, 11. 

This is a very full and plain prediction and 
rromiſe made on behalf of the Gentiles, that they 
N.ould become 8 people unto the Lord, as much 


s - * 


as ever the Jews Wert, and much more numerous, 


and 
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8nd ſhould exalt his name, and worſhip him in a 
more pure and ſpiritual manner, which would be 
more acceptable to him; therefore the wondet= 


ful calling of the Heathens or Gentiles was thus 


clearly and manifeſtly foretold by thoſe holy pro- 
phets, which you acknowledge to believe in, and 


which was a work that could be performed but 


by Omnipotency alone; and agreeable thereto it is 
accompliſhed, (Bleſſed be God). Let me afk you 
a ſerious queſtion, Who, but he that has Almigh- 
ty power could have inclined the apoſtles of the 
blefſed Ixsvs to undertake an enterprize ſo diame- 
trically oppoſite to the wiſdom of this world, and 
to human prudence, and a work and enterprize 
that muſt be neceſſarily attended with great diff 
eulty, troubles, and affliction, and who were, 


as to the comforts and pleaſures of this life, of all 


men, moſt miſerable; and what elſe but the ſame 
power could have made God fo exceeding ſucceſs» 
ful, beyond all thought or conception, 

When God had humbled the great pride 


and obſtinacy of king Pharaoh. His power and 


ſtrength 
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ſtrength was broken by the moſt deſpicable crea- 
tures. | 

We find the very magicians themſelves were 
compelled to acknowledge it to be done by the 
Almighty power of God. 

But again, how was his Almighty power diſ- 
played, and to what an eminent degree made 
known, when Satan, the ſpiritual Pharaoh, the 
devil and all his powersof darkneſs were conquer- 
ed, by ſuch weak inſtruments as the apoſtles of the 
humble JESsus? What boiſterous winds from all 
parts of the world, conſpired to extinguiſh the 
firſt ſpringing light of the glorious goſpel. The 
heathen emperors deſtroyed an innumerable num- 
ber of people, endeavouring all they could to 
drown the memory of CHR1sT in the blood of 
Chriſtians: but ſuch was tze unſhaken faith 
and fincere love of real believers of all condi- 
tions and circumſtances in life, in and to their 
crucified Lord, that, with an undaunted cou- 
rage and reſolution of heart, and joy of ſoul, 


they embraced the moſt terrible puniſhment as 
readily as if they had been to receive crowns and 


dignities. 
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dignities. Therefore in vain the devil's. malice, 4 
and all his emiſlaries did oppoſe the truth of the 4 
goſpel, and the knowledge of the true God, and 
Jesvs CuRIsT whom he hath ſent, whom to know 9 
is life eternal, John xvii. 3. 3 i 

This goſpel overcame impiety and falſe wor- f 
ſhip, with all its idols, and ſtupid ignorance, with 
all its maſters, and their tyrannical power. 

What is become of all the heathen deities, ſo 
reverenced and adored, ſo greatly feared, and vi- 
gorouſly defended ? 

Where are their altars, their ſtatues, their 


prieſts and ſacrifices? they are all buried in the 


ruins of their own temples, and are in the darkneſs 

of eternal oblivion. | 
Where are all the ſets of philoſophers, the 

Platoniſts, the Peripateticks, the Stoicks, the Epi- 


cureans, and all the other famous ſectaries of 
Greece, and their numerous volumes of vain ima- 
ginations and errors? Like a torrent that flows = 
down from the top of a mountain; ſo for a time, 


they poured out the ſpeculations of their lofty 


minds in a ſpring-tide of ſwelling, puffing, and 


mere i 
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mere empty eloquence : but now, and for many 
ages ſince; the very channel is dried u p, wherein 
they once ran, ſo that ſcarce any viſible ruins re- 
main in Athens itſelf, of the ſchools where they 
taught. Plato was 'the greateſt among them, 
who was honoured with the title of Divine, and 
yet could never fee his commonwealth, (framed by 
him with ſo much ſtudy,) as to be eſtabliſh'd in 
any one city: whereas, if the goſpel of the bleſſed 
Jesus be thoroughly conſidered, it is not eaſy to 
determine, whether his pure doctrine be more ho- 
neſt, plain, and ſimple; or the apoſtles themſelves, 
who were the propagators of it, (without human 
learning, policy, or power, and in a very ſhort 
ſpaceoftime) triumph'dover all theeloquence of the 
Greeks, the authority of the Romans, the rage of 
barbarous nations: for they made void their laws, 
altered cuſtoms ; and, as it were, put a new face 
on the world: thus the prophetic parable of the 
bleſſed Jesus was fulfilled, Matt. xiii. 31, 32. The 
kingdom of heaven (that is, the diſpenſation of the 

goſpel) is lke ta a grain of muſtard- ſeed, one of the 
very ſmalleſt of grains; but of that enlivening 


ſpirit 
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ſpirit and quality, that it very quickly ſprings up; 
encreaſes and multiplies, ſhoots out, and expands 
itſelf abroad, 

The moſt aſto niſhing, fhapendcen 6080 of 
the unlearned, poor deſpiſed diſciples of the bleſſed 
Jesvs, impartially and thoroughly conſider'd in it» 
ſelf, is an unanſwerable proof, that the Chriſtian 
religion came from God; it being only poſſible to 
the divine power to effect and bring about this 
glorious beneficial ſucceſs of the goſpel, by ſuch 
weak, improbable, human inſtruments and 
means. 3 Sr 
| Therefore, O ye Jews, be ye no longer 
faithleſs but believing. | 

If you anſwer me, and ſay that the religion 
of Mahomet extended and eſtabliſhed its conqueſt 
in many countries, as well as the religion of 
CHRIsT, I would beſeech you to conſider the cauſe 
of it, and then you will have no reaſon to wonder 
at it ; for that impoſtor prevailed on the barbarous 
people only by Knock-Down arguments, or in o- 
ther words, by force of arms. Tyrannical power. 

They muſt be either his diſciples, or his ſlaves. 

He 


k 1 
He did not appeal to the judgements and con- 
ſciences of mankind, as the bleſſed Jesvs did, Ye 
© hypocrites, ye can diſcern the face of the ſky, and 


of the earth; but how is it, that you do not 
© diſcern this time? Yea, and why even of 
0 yourſelves, judge ye not what is right, Luke xii. 
56, 57. was his appeal to the reaſon of mankind, 

All arbitrary tyrannical power and uſurpation, 
on the conſciences of mankind, is oppoſite both to 
the religion of Irsus, and of nature too. 

For how can the mind form a clear judg- 
ment, or the will make a free choice, when under 
a tyrannous neceſſity of compliance, or elle loſing 
all the pleaſures and comforts of life, 

Violence and cruelty can never produce a ra- 
tional conviction and faith, No, this only forces 
mankind to a counterfeit compliance, but cannot 
make them ſincere in their pretended belief. This 
will breed only form without, or atheiſm, or deiſm 
within, 

Therefore now, that the goſpel of Cur1sT, or 
that deſpiſed, perſecuted religion, ſhould live and 
Houriſh 
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Nouriſh in the midſt of flames, is in reality as won- 
derful as if a ſmall rivulet of ſpring water ſhould 
paſs through the wide ocean of the ſea, and yet 
retain its freſhneſs and purity, 

When the minds of men were prepoſſeſſed 
with inveterate opinions, contrary to revealed, ſu- 
pernatural myſteries, and their wills over-ruled by 
carnal affections, and utterly averſe from the holy 
precepts of the goſpel, — That notwithſtanding 
this, the world ſhould be captivated to the belief 
and obedience of them. This muſt be the moſt 
noble effect of Omnipotence : for other miracles, 
though above the Jaws of nature, yet were done on 
the lower or inanimate order of creatures, ſuch as 
are without life and ſenſe ; but theſe miracles were 


internal, or wrought on the minds and hearts of 


men, 


To make the ſea dry land, to ſuſpend the force 


of fire, to make the deat hear, the dumb to ſpeak, 
the lame to walk, yea, to raiſe dead bodies to life, 
is not ſo glorious a work as the converting rebel- 


lious ſouls to God, making them vital believers in 


CHRIST, 
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CurisT, obedient to his moſt pure and holy 
laws from a principle of love to him, 

If you thoroughly conſider the prophecies of 
the Old Teſtament for ſuch a number of ages ſince 
(which you profeſs to believe) and obſerve alſo 
the harmony that there is both in the word and 
works of God, you will find there reſults a demon- 
ſtration, as clear and convincing as poſſible to eyery 
rational mind, that the predictions of the one, and 
the accompliſhment of the other, are equally di- 
vine. The facts juſtifies the truth of the prophecy, 
and the truth of the prophecy juſtifies the divinity 
of the Chriſtian religion: for by the holy apoſtles 
and diſciples of the bleſſed Jesus, the heathens 
were turned from idols to the ſervice of the one 
only true and living God, the great and good crea- 
tor of the whole univerſe ; and this was foretold 
þy the prophets, not only as bare facts that ſhould 


come to paſs, but tobe performed by the power of 
God. | 

Therefore, to aſcribe this moſt good and glo- 
clous work to human artifice, as if God's provi- 
dence had been prevented by mortals, from doing 
that 


( 161 ] 
that, that he promiſed ſhovld be done by his own 
power, is ſo directly contrary to his wiſdom and 
his truth, that if you Jews have but only com- 
mon reaſon, and do believe in your own holy 
prophets, you cannot but deteſt and abhor the 
thoughts of it. —— Therefore the Chriſtian 
religion muſt neceſſarily be divine, having God 
for its author. 

Thus the truth of the goſpel is victorious 
over the Jewiſh or profane infidel.—The God of 
your foreſathers foretold, that his Mss IAH ſhould 
convert the nations: therefore no one authorized 
but by him could have done it. 

The blcfied JIꝝsus has done it, conſequently 
he is the Messian; therefore you are either blind- 
ed by prejudice, or hardened with obſtinacy, if 
you do not believe it, but deny the truth; for 
none but the Divine Being could poſſibly foretell 
ſo great and marvelous a change in the world, nong 
but the divine Power could effect it. 

Compare he prophecies of CarisT and his 
kingdom, with their accompliſhment impartially, 
and you will find they dre {uficient to convince 
every rational mind, whether Jew or Pagan, The 

M Pagans 
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Pagans, by you Jews, that theſe things were fore- 
told; and you Jews, by the Pagans, that theſe 
tings were ſulſilled. 

St. Auſtin relates, that the heathens, ſeeing 
the exact agreement between the prophecies in 
the Cid Teſtament, ſo clear in words, and their 
accoinpi.thment in the New fo clcar in the effects, 
had nothing to reply, but that they were written 
aſter the things were done. 

If your records were preſerved from age to 
age with the utmoſt reverence and greateſt care, 
as the moſt precious inheritance leſt you by your 
forefathers. 

The many nations in Europe, Afia, and 
africa, that were ſubdued by the arms of the 
Romans, were compelled to obſerve the rites of 
their religion, you jews were only permitted to 
enjoy your ſacred books and your own worthip, 
and were diſperſed into all countries. Thus, by 
the admirable counſe! of God, they gave credit 
to the goſpel among the Gentiles ; therefore the 
Pagans were convinced by your ſacred books, and 
you jews ought to be convinced by the teſtimony 


ot 
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of the Pagans: for if the records ſo very carefully 


and religiouſly preſerved by your nation, were by 


divine inſpiration, (as they certainly were.) i! they 
contain ancient prophecies, which the Gentiles 
find verified in the goſpel of Cur1sT, and in the i 
Chriſtian church. In the name of truth, | | 
why do not you JEws acknowledge JEsUs CHRIST | 
to be the promiſed Mrss1An : for it is as equally | 
irrational to doubt with the Atheiſt or Deiſt, that 
the Mess1an was ever promiſed, or to believe 
with you JEws, that he is yet to come. 

Now, to thoſe of you who are willing and 
defirous to be made ſenſible, by the holy ſpirit of 
God, of his divine mind and will relating to the 


Mzss1An, and to have your prejudice removed, 


and ſee truth in its juſt and proper light, and who g 

would be willing, in every reſpect, to believe and 

act as he would have you, being deſirous, above all 

things, to pleaſe him, and moſt conſcientiouſly 

careful to avoid every thing to diſpleaſe him, I 

would, from an unicigned, fincere love to your pre- 

cious immortal fouls, humbly andearneſtly beſeech 

you, to addreſs Almighty God with a thorough | 
M 2 honeſt | 
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honcſt heart and awful reverence in ſome ſuch 
manuer and language, as that, in the following 
prayer, Which I have drawn up purpoſely both 
tor your conviction and ccnverſion, for your 


peace and comfort here, and unſpeakable happi- 


nels and glory hereaſter; with which, I conclude 


my veel] deſigned long epiſtle to you, moſt hum- 
bly and carneſtly praying to almighty God, that 
it may kave its much deſired effect, which is your 
converſion to Chriſtianity ; that you may circum- 
ciſe the ſoreſxin of your hearts, and become Iſ- 
raclites indeed, in whom there is no guile. Be- 
lieve in the Lord your God, fo ſhall ye be eſta- 
bliſhed ; believe his prophets, ſo ſhall ye proſ- 
per. — Jam, With all poſiible ſervice, your ſer- 


vant at command in CIIRIST, 


Fam. CGoldne), Sen” 


Hoty Tur ſel y, 


LoxroN, May 24, 1759. 
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For all thoſe Jews who are ſincerely deſirous to 
have the eyes of their underſtandings opened, 
that they might behold the wonderous things 
out of God's law, as holy David was, Pf. cxiv. 18. 


THOU Almighty Being, the God of cur | 
forefathers Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, | 


Thou originally madeſt mankind up- 
right; but they themſelves ſought out many evil 
inventions; I am ſenſible of my tranſgreſſions, 
and my ſins are ever before me; and therefore 
with the greateſt contrition, the deepeſt humility, 
and the proſoundeſt reverence, I preftrate my foul 


at the footſtool of thy throne, interceding with 


Thee for forgiveneſs, having great encourage- 
ment fo to do from thy moſt gracious declara- 
tions in Thy holy word; wherein Thou haft pro- 
claimed thyſelf the Lord, the Lord God merci- 
ful and gracious, long- ſuffering, abundant in good- 
neſs and truth, keeping mercy for thouſands, for- 
giving iniquity, tranſgrefiior, and fin: but in no. | 
wile cleating the guilty: therefore being very 
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conſcious, that I am guilty in innumerable in- 


ſtances, and have thereby rendered myſelf ob- 


noxious to Thy purity and holineſs. 
I would moſt humbly and earneſtly ſeek for 
pardon, and the remiſſion of my fins, in and by 
Thy own way and appointment, who was fo gra- 
ciouſ y pleaſed to aflure mankind immediately aſtet 
their firſt violation of thy law, that the ſeed of 
the woman ſliould break the ſerpent's head; and 
afterwards repeated this promiſe to faithful Abra- 
ham thy friend, and to holy David thy choſen, 
that in their ſecd all the nations of the earth 
ſhould be bleſſed; be pleaſed therefore to give 
me a vital faith in Thee, and thy gracious pro- 
miles, as thy faithſul ſervant Abraham had; and 
that I might offer up unto Thee ſuch an accep- 
table ſacrifice as Abel: that I may walk with 
Thee as Enoch, and meditate as Iſaac: that 
I might always have on my mind and in my heart 
a fil:al fcar, and drcad of offending Thee, as Jo- 
ſeph had when he was ſo alluringly tempted to ſin; 
who not ly faid, how can Ido this gicat wickedneſs, 


and 
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and fin againſt God? aſſiſt me to make ſuch a glo- 
rious reſolution as Joſhua, and enable me to put 
it in execution, that I myſelf, and ail who are 
under my influence may ſerve the Lord; that J 
may find grace and favour from Thee, as Noah 
and his family did. Be pleaſed to poſſeſs me with 
the patience of Job under every afflict.ve provi- 
dence. Oh, that I may be Willing and ready at 
all times to reſign to thy will any creature com- 
fort, and enjoyment whatſoever : may J be one 
aſter thine one heart as holy David, as true and 
ſincere a penitent as he was. 

Be pleaſed to give me a true and juſt eſtima- 
tion of all temporal riches and honours, fo as to be 
ſenſible, that unleſs they are ſanctifisd, and made 
ſubſervient to the glory of God, and the good of 
my fellow- creatures: they are curſes inſtead of 
bleſſings; and, as thou gaveſt Sampſon ſufficient 
natural ſtrength to pull down the houſe and de- 
ſtroy his inveterate Philiſtine enemies, fo be pleaſ- 
ed to give me ſpiritual ſtrength to enable me to 
pull down the ſtrong holds cf Satan. O that I 


may be poſlefied with ſuch an excellent ſpirit as 
M 4 Daniel, 
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Daniel, thy greatly beloved: that I may not omit 
daily praying to Thee, and praiſing of Thee in 
the moſt humble and ſincere manner poflible ; 
though for doing of it I ſhould be liable to be 
thrown into an oven, (if poſſible) ten thouſand 
times Hotter than the oven he was thrown in. 

God grant that I may not walk in the coun- 
cil of the ungouly, nor ſtand in the way of ſin- 
ners, nor fit in the ſeat of the ſcornful, but may 
my delight be in the law of the Lord, ſo as to 
ſtudy and practiſe it continually to the end of my 
lite, 

O Lord, that which I ſce not, t:ach thou 
me, and wherein I have done iniquity; God 
grant I may do ſo no more; waſh me thoroughly 
from mine iniquity, and cleanſe me from all my 
ſins; purge me with hyſſopp, and I ſhall be 
clean; waſh me, and I ſhall be whiter than ſnow ; 
hide thy face ſrom my fins, and blot out all my 
iniquities z create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right ſpirit within me; make me to 
be of a meer, hutnb'e, teachable diſpoſition, that 
I inay be guided in judgment, and taught thy way, 


that 
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that I may truly ſcar Thee, and know thy cove- 
nant; may I have thy piecepts engraven on my 
heart; may I giye myſelf up to the ſtudy of thy 
holy word, with affection and diligence ; may 1 
ſeek and ſcaich after ſpiritual wiſdom with the 
moi unwearicd aſſiduity and ſubmiſſive patience, 
under all diſcouragements and difficulties what- 
ever, and with as great application and pains as if 
] was abſolutely certain to find a mine of the 
moſt valuable gold, — Be pleaſed to give me a 
wiſe and underſtanding heart, as thou didſt Solo- 
mon, then ſhall I underſtand thy fear more per- 
ſectly, and the knowledge of the Lord more 
thoroughly. I alſo moſt humbly and importunately 
beicech thee to open the eyes of my underſtand- 
ing, that I may behold the wondrous things out 
of thy law; many of which I ſincerely acknow- 
ledge myſelf to be very ignorant of; particularly 


of things relating to that moſt gracious promiſe 


thou madeſt to our forefathers Abraham, Iſaac, and 


Jacob, that in their ſeed all the nations nf 
the carth ſhould be bleſſed; who was to be 
of the lincaze of David, a rizhteous branch 


and 
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and a king, who ſhould reign and proſper, and 
execute judgment and juſtice in the earth, whoſe 
name ſhould be called the Lord our righteouſ- 
nels, 4 

I acknowledge myſelf alſo ignorant of the 
greatprophet (who wasto belike unto Moſes, whom 
God promiſed to raiſe up, whom all mankind 
was to hearken to, alfo in relation to Shiloh's 
coming, whom the gathering of the people ſhould 
be, and ignorant likewiſe concerning the mira- 
calous birth of Immanuel, who was to be born 
of a pure virgin, and to whom the government 
of Iſrael was to be committed, who was to be 
called wonderful, counſellor ; the mighty God, 


the everlaſting Father, the prince of peace, of 


whoſe government there was to be no end, in 
whoſe days Judah ſhould be faved, and Ifrael 
dwell ſafely. Be pleated alſo to make me un- 
derſtand every thing neceſſary regarding the Mxs- 
SIAH, Who was to be cut off, but not for him- 
ſelf, after threeſcore and two weeks, foretold by 
Daniel thy greatly beloved, and who was ſtiled 


by thy prophet Zecharia a branch and by Malachi 


an 


E 

an angel, the meſſenger of the covenant, who was 
to purify the ſons of Levy, and purge them as gold 
and ſilver, that they might offer unto the Lotd an 
offering in righteouſneſs. I moſt humbly confeſs 
theſe are all myſteries unknown to me. Whe⸗ 
ther it is occaſioned by the dulneſs of my appre- 
henſion, the darkneſs of my underſtanding, or the 
prejudice of my education, I muſt confeſs, I 
am not certain; hut to my unſpeakable 
ſhame I muſt confeſs I have been very negligent 
in ſearching and ſtudying thy holy word, delivered 
by Moſes and the prophets. 

I have left undone many things which 1 
ought to have done, and have done many things 
which I ought not to have done; I have 
violated thy holy laws in many inſtances 
therefore, becauſe of the many treſpaſſes, I have 
treſpaſſed againſt thee, O Lord, to me belongeth 
confuſion of face, but to the Lord our God belong 
mercy and forgiveneſs, tho' I have rebelled againſt 
thee, and have not obſerved the voice of the Lord 
my God to walk in his laws, which he hath ſet be- 
fore me, by his ſervents the prophets, Yea, 


1 
Yea, all Iſrael hath tranſgreſſed thy law, even 
by departing, that they might not obey thy voice; 
therefore thy curſe is poured out, and the oath 


in force againſt me, that is written in the law 'of 


Moſes, the ſervant of God, becauſe I have ſinned 


againſt thee thereſore I cannot plead with thee. 


my own righteouſneſs, but have abſolute need of 
himwho is called the Lord our righteouſneſs, to 
intercede and make reconciliation for me, whom 
Jeremiah the prophet foretold of many hundred 
years paſt, before he was to come, and whom Da- 
niel propheſied ſhould make reconciliation for 
iniquity, and bring in everlaſting righteouſ- 
neſs. 

I live in a country where the generality of its 


inhabitants call themſelves Chriſtians, who own 


that the divine authority for their religion is re- 


corded in a book, Which they call the New Teſ- 


tament of their Lord and Saviour Jesus CuRIST, 


which declares, that he was the promiſed ſeed in 


whom all the nations of the earth, was to be bl-£ 
ſed, the Messtan, whom they fay has been li- 
terally fulfilled, as typified and prophecied of both 


in 
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in the law and the prophets, and that for upwards 
of ſeventeen hundred years ſince. 

1 have read this book, and muſt acknow- 
ledge, that all his doctrines and maxims of life 
(as recorded by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, 
four of his evangeliſts, who ſuffered death for 
propagating his goſpel) are pure and holy, and 
contain a refinement of that moral law. Thou 
deliveredſt to our forefathers, by thy ſervant Mo- 
ſes of old time, which refinement ſeems to have 
a tendency to cultivate univerſal love and happi- 
neſs amongſt mankind in this world, and to pre- 
pare them for a compleat fruition of happineſs 
and glory in the world to come. 

But as I have been educated and inſtructed, 
both by my parents and prieſts, to believe thy pro- 
miſed glorious ſeed, the Mess1Aan was not to be 
a ſpiritual but a temporal Prince and Saviour, to 
reſtore Iſrael to their former pomp and grandeur ; 
therefore I do not believe the MESSIAAH is come, 
whom Moſes and the prophets foretold ſhould 
come ; but being very ſenſible, that I am a poor 
ſhort ſighted creature, and polluted, being ſhapen 
m 
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in iniquity, and conceived in fin, and have in in- 


numerable inſtances broken thy holy laws, conſe- 
quently have moſt juſtly merited thy diſpleaſure, 


having done wickedly; to whom thou haſt threat- 


ened ſhould not underſtand thy covenant, and to 
whom thou haſt declared thyſelf far from, 


and to whom falvation is not near. — For which 


have reaſon to tremble: but thou haſt 
ſworn to have no pleaſure in the death of a ſinner, 
but rather that he would return and live; and 
thou haſt moſt graciouſly invited mankind to ſeek 
thee, whilſt thou mayeſt be found to call upon thee 
whilethou art near; and have declared that the ac- 
ceptable ſacrifices tothee are a broken ſpirit, and a 
broken and contrite heart thou wilt not deſpiſe; 
therefore I would, with the moſt profound rever- 
ence and deepeſt humiliation of ſoul, proſtrate my- 
{elf at the footſtool of thy grace, earneſtly beſeech- 
ing thee to beget in me an abſolute hatred of every 
kind of thing that 1s diſpleaſing in thy moſt pure 
ſight; may I loath it as a poiſon of the moſt ve- 
nomous kind, and humbly beg that thou wouldſt 
be picaſcd to bezet in me an carneſt deſire, a 


hearty 
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hearty delight to do always thoſe things that are 
well-pleaſing in thy fight; that I may have a 
true faith in, and knowledge of the glorious pro- 
miſes revealed in thy word. 


I moſt importunately beſeech thee to enlight- 
en the eyes of my underſtanding, by thy holy 
ſpirit, that I may behold the wond'rous things 
out of thy law, that I may believe and know 
every thing contained in thy ſacred word, which 
is abſolutely neceſſary to be known and believed 
for my ſalvation. 

Do not permit me O Lord to be deceived in 
an affair of ſuch infinite importance, but aſſiſt 
me therefore O my God, to ſeek and ſearch after 
true wiſdom, 2s the choiceſt of hid treaſures, for 
it is thou only that giveſt mankind wiſdom know- 
ledge and underſtanding. Be pleaſed therefore, 
to make me thoroughly ſenſible of the true ſpiri- 
tual ſignification of all the prophecies relating to 
the Mess1an. And that if Jzsvs of Nazareth 
(in the days of Herod, who was condemned and 
crucified under Pontius Pilate) was really thy a- 
nointed ſon that was to come, I moſt humbly 


ſincerely 
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ſincerely and importunately pray to thee to remove 
all miſts from the eyes of my underſtanding, and 
all prejudices from my heart, that I may be no 


longer ſaithleſs, but believe in him, and become 


tere is no guile. 
But if on the contrary, this Ixsus was not N 
true Mess iAn, be pleaſed to give me wiſdom and 
underſtanding ſo as to diſcover the grand impoſiti- 
on which the world has ſo long laboured under; 
and enable me to make uſe of ſuch arguments in 
my writings and ſpeeches as ſhall be ſufficient to 
confute his moſt ſubtle advocates, and that I may 
be enabled to convince every denomination of 
Chriſtians in the whole world, that they and their 
forcfathers have believed in a moſt blaſphemous 
impoſtor who has been foſter'd on the world for up- 
wards of ſeventeen hundred and fifty eight years, 
and that the apoſtles, diſciples and martyrs of this 
impoſtor were all madmen. O my God, here the 
prayer of thy humble ſincere well-meaning ſuppli- 
ant, and lift up the light of thy countenance os 
me, let me not be aſhamed, for I have with all my 
mind and my whole heart called on thee; which I 
moſt humbly beſeech thee I may ft :cerely do to 
1 laſt ga gap pen, and Amen, 
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ſincerely and importunately pray to thee to remove 


all miſts irom the eyes of my underſtanding, and 
all prejudices from my heart, that I may be no 
longer ſaitlileſs, but believe in him, and become 


his genuine diſciple, an Iſraelite indeed, in wh 


tere is no guile, 


But if on the contrary, this Jesvs was not 


true Mess1An, be pleaſed to give me wiſdom and 
underſtanding ſo as to diſcover the grand impoſiti- < 


on which the world has fo long laboured under; 


and enable me to make uſe of ſuch arguments in 
my writings and ſpeeches as ſhall be ſufficient to | 
confute his molt ſubtle advocates, and that I may 
be enabled to convince every denomination of 
Chriſtians in the whole world, that they and their 
ſoreſathers have believed in a moſt blaſphemous 


impoſtor who has been foſter'd on the world for up- 


wards of ſeventeen hundred and fifty eight years, 
and that the apoſtles, diſciples and martyrs of this 
impoſtor were all madmen. O my God, here the 
prayer of thy humble ſincere well- meaning ſuppli- 


ant, and lift up the light of thy countenance on 


me, let me not be aſhamed, for I have with all my 


mind and my whole heart called on thee; which I 


moſt humbly beſcech thee I may ſi :cerely do to 


— 


my laſt gaſp. Amen, and Amen. 
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